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AUSTRIA / Carinthia – Lower Austria – City of Vienna / BELGIUM / Brussels-Capital Region – 

Flanders - German-speaking Community of Belgium - Arrondissement of Ghent - Province of 

Liège - Province of Limburg - GIZ, CEDEC, Energy Cities - Mons 2015 Foundation / BOSNIA-

HERZEGOVINA / City of Sarajevo -Sarajevo Canton - Republika Srpska / BULGARIA / Gabrovo 

– Yogozapaden / CROATIA / Dubrovnik Neretva Region - Region of Istria - Krapina - Zagorje 

County - Osijek Baranja County - City of Rijeka - Split-Dalmatia County – Zagreb - City of 

Dubrovnik Development agency (DURA d.o.o) / CYPRUS / Troodos / CZECH REPUBLIC / 

Central Moravia - Olomouc Region – Pilsen Region – Prague - South Moravia – Vysocina / 

DENMARK / The Capital region of Denmark - Central Denmark - City of Copenhagen – 

Esbjerg - North Denmark - South Denmark – The Region of Southern Denmark - Region 

Zealand / ESTONIA / Tallinn City / FINLAND / Helsinki-Uusimaa Region – Kymenlaakso - 

South Karelia - Southwest Finland / FRANCE / Aquitaine – Aude – Auvergne - Centre Region - 

Deux Sèvres – Gironde - Île-de-France Region - Languedoc-Roussillon Region - Nord-Pas de 

Calais Region - Pays de la Loire - Rhône-Alpes – Upper Normandy - Club Europe Sud Rhône-

Alpes - Mons 2015 Foundation / GERMANY / Baden-Württemberg - Bamberg Kreisfreie Stadt 

- Berlin-Brandenburg - Free Hanseatic City of Bremen - Detmold – City of Hamburg - Region 

of Hanover – Hesse – Lippe - Lower Saxony - Saxony-Anhalt – Saxony - Schleswig-Holstein - 

Mons 2015 Foundation / GREECE / Region of Crete - Epirus – Region of Sterea Ellada - Region 

of Western Greece / HUNGARY / Budapest - Észak-Alföld Region  - Southern Transdanubia - 

Western Transdanubia / IRELAND / Cork County Council / ITALY / Autonomous Region of the 

Aosta Valley – Abruzzo – Basilicata – Calabria – Campania - Emilia-Romagna - Friuli Venezia 

Giulia – Genoa – Lazio – Liguria – Lombardia - Marche Region - Province of Matera – Molise – 

Puglia - Province of Rimini – Sardinia – Sicily – Tuscany – Umbria - Veneto - Municipality of 

Avellino - Calabria – Campania - Autonomous Region Friuli Venezia Giulia - Municipality of 

Macomer - Puglia Region - Autonomous Region of Sardinia - Sicilia Region - 

studionavarra.co.uk - t33 Srl / LATVIA / Riga / LITHUANIA / Public organisation Consensus 

Europae / MALTA / City of Valletta / MONTENEGRO / Budva – Montenegro / NORWAY / 

Mid-Norway - Nordland - Oslo Region - South Norway - Stavanger Region - West Norway / 

POLAND / Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodship - City of Lodz – Lodzkie - Lower Silesia - Lubelskie 

– Lubuskie - Malopolska – Mazovia – Opolskie – Podlaskie – Pomorskie – Silesia - City of 

Starogard Gdanski - Swietokrzyskie Region - Warmia and Mazury – Wielkopolska - City of 

Wroclaw / PORTUGAL / Alentejo – Algarve - Municipality of Amadora – Centro Region - 

North of Portugal - Ação Pólis Unipessoal Lda. / ROMANIA / Bacau Municipality - Centru 

Region - Bucharest-Ilfov Region / REPUBLIC OF SERBIA / Region of South East Serbia – 

Vojvodina / SLOVAKIA / Bratislava Region / SLOVENIA / Eastern Slovenia - Lubljana Urban 

Region – Pomurje - Republic of Slovenia / SPAIN / A Coruña – Andalusia - Aragon  - 

Principality of Asturias - Province of Barcelona - Basque Country  - Castellon - Castile and 

León – Catalonia - Extremadura  - Galicia - Diputacíón de Granada - Region of Murcia - 

Navarre  - City of Saragossa - City of Sevilla - Region of Valencia  - Employers’ Federation of 

La Rioja (FER) / SWEDEN / East Sweden Region – Gothenburg – Malmö - County of 

Norrbotten - Region Skåne - City of Umeå - County of Uppsala -Region Värmland  - Region 

Västra Götaland / THE NETHERLANDS / Drenthe – Province of Fryslan - Gelderland/Overijssel 
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- City of Leeuwarden - Province of Limburg - City of Maastricht - Midden-Noord-Brabant  - 

Noord-Brabant - Northern Netherlands Provinces - South East of Brabant - Twente Region – 

Zeeland - Mons 2015 Foundation / TURKEY / Buca Municipality - Seferihisar Municipality  - 

Silivri Municipality / UNITED KINGDOM / Birmingham - East of England - East Yorkshire and 

Northern Lincolnshire – City of Liverpool - Liverpool City Region  - London - North East 

England  - Northern Ireland - Scotland/Highland/Inverness - Southern England - Wales – West 

Midlands -Yorkshire and Humber - Mons 2015 Foundation 

 

__________ 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Over September, October and November 2014, almost 105.000 participants from European, 

national and regional public authorities, representatives from financial and business sectors, 

NGOs, media, students and the civil society attended the "Europe in my region / Europe in 

my city" events. Since 2006, these "local events" have been part of the European Week of 

Regions and Cities - OPEN DAYS, organised every year by the Committee of the Regions and 

the European Commission (DG REGIO). For the regions and cities participating in the OPEN 

DAYS, the organisation of at least one local event is compulsory. Other partners, such as 

representations of the European Parliament or of the European Commission, Europe Direct 

Centres, etc., join the project, and this led to an additional 22 local events in 2014. On top of 

these, some 120 events were organised for the third year under the heading of the 

European Cooperation Day (ECD) on and around 21 September 2014 (www.ecday.eu). The 

summary of ECD events can be found on the European Cooperation Day website 

(www.ecday.eu). 

 

Out of 222 local events (not including the European Cooperation Day events), 129 reported 

back and are documented in these proceedings whereas 13 events were cancelled for 

various reasons. The events took place in 27 EU Member States and in three candidate 

countries: Montenegro (2), Serbia (2) and Turkey (3); in one potential candidate country: 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (3); and in one non-EU country: Norway (6). Most events were 

planned in Italy (21), Poland (18), Spain (17) and Germany and UK (16). 

 

The majority of events were held in November. A total of seven CoR members, ten members 

of the European Parliament and two European Commissioners were actively involved. In 

addition, 42 regional presidents, vice-presidents and ministers and 45 mayors (or vice-

mayors) were listed as speakers, confirming a continuously increasing engagement of local 

and regional politicians compared to previous years.  

 

Finally, it appears that more and more academics are organising local events or taking part in 

events organised in the framework of the OPEN DAYS.  

 

Comments, questions and suggestions are welcome to localevents-

opendays@cor.europa.eu. The full report can be found at www.opendays.europa.eu. 
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY 
 

AUSTRIA 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Carinthia Klagenfurt 

Lower Austria St Pölten 

City of Vienna Vienna 

 

 

The regional partners from Austria organised three local events.  

Carinthia organised on 25 November in Klagenfurt an event on Europe’s 

future challenges in the health sector. Lower Austria didn't report on its 

local event and the City of Vienna organised a panel discussion on Green 

Growth in Smart Cities – Energieeffiziente Technologien und ihre 

Bedeutung für unseren Alltag on 16 October in Vienna. 

 

The reports of Carinthia and the City of Vienna are enclosed. 
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"Europe’s future challenges in the health sector" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Land of Carinthia 

 

Chair:   Dr Peter Kaiser, Governor of Carinthia 

 

Speakers:   Governor Dr Peter Kaiser  

 Vice-Governor Dr Beate Prettner 

 Susanne Herbek (Managing director of ELGA) 

 Kurt Possnig (Head physician) 

 Johann Lintner (Director, Carinthian Regional Health Insurance Company) 

 

Outline: 

 

This local event focused primarily on future challenges Europe faces in the health sector. The governor, Dr 

Peter Kaiser, mentioned demographic change as the biggest problem in the health and social sector due to 

the fact that the increased life expectancy and stagnation in the overall population is leading to an ageing 

population. Health prevention is gaining importance and technical achievements such as telemedecine need 

to be harnessed.  

The vice-governor, Dr Beate Prettner spoke about the dynamic development of the field of health and 

emphasised that the goal was to extend the population's healthy years. She also pointed out the importance 

of the prevention of work-related health problems, emphasising preventative occupational health care and 

highlighting the initiative "healthy communes".  

Also, several representatives from different Carinthian health institutions spoke on various topics such as the 

electronic health file and patient mobility. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

A responsible health policy implies that people not only get older but that they stay healthy as long as 

possible. Therefore, an extensive international network and international exchange are necessary. However, 

the issue of health also needs to be addressed at local level and more use needs to be made of new 

technical achievements, such as telemedicine and the electronic health file. 

Experts from the health sector and administrative bodies – 50 participants 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.ktn.gv.at/42124_DE-MEDIEN-News.?newsid=23402&backtrack=42124 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Carinthia (EU4Health) 

Klagenfurt 

25 November 2014 

http://www.ktn.gv.at/42124_DE-MEDIEN-News.?newsid=23402&backtrack=42124
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"Green Growth in Smart Cities – Energieeffiziente Technologien 

und ihre Bedeutung für unseren Alltag" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Panel discussion 

 

Organisers: City of Vienna 

 Vienna Business Agency 

 

Chair:  Heinz Weber, City of Vienna, Department for European Affairs 

 

Speakers:   Michaela Kauer, Head of Office, Brussels representation of the City of Vienna 

 Isabella Kossina, Wiener Stadtwerke 

 Eva Persy, Öko-Business-Plan, City of Vienna 

 Eva Kail, Baudirektion Wien, City of Vienna 

 Eva Czernohorsky, Vienna Business Agency 

 Oliver Juli, Aspern Smart City Research GmbH 

 Peter Fröhlich, Austrian Institute of Technology 

 Madeleine Mahovsky, European Commission, DG Regional and Urban Policy 

 

Outline: 

 

Two panel discussions were held, in which participants at the Open Days local event in Vienna discussed a 

broad variety of topics in connection with “Green Growth in Smart Cities”. 

 

On the first panel, Ms Kossina outlined the sustainability measures taken by the City in Vienna in the areas 

of public transport and energy provision. She also presented several measures to reduce carbon dioxide 

emissions and to raise the share of renewable energies in Vienna to 50% by 2030. Ms Persy presented the 

Eco Business Plan, a project in which Viennese businesses get free consulting on how to implement 

measures to increase the energy efficiency and general sustainability of their businesses – measures that in 

the end always save money. Finally, Ms Kail from the Viennese Department of Building and Construction 

presented the sustainable, gender-sensitive measures undertaken by the City of Vienna in urban planning. 

The ‘Seestadt Aspern’, where the event took place, and where the participants could take a guided tour 

after the discussions, was a tangible example of these measures. 

 

On the second panel, Mr Fröhlich from the Austrian Institute of Technology showcased some examples of 

research and technologies linked to Green Growth and Smart Cities. Ms Czernohorsky from the Vienna 

Business Agency presented the innovation funding strategy of the City of Vienna and pointed to examples 

such as the successful EU co-funded project WienWin. Ms Persy, who also participated in the second panel, 

talked about plans to reduce food wastage in urban areas. 

 

City of Vienna (Green Growth consortium) 

Vienna 

16 October 2014 
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In a final statement, followed by a lively discussion, Ms Mahovsky from the European Commission 

commended the City of Vienna for its impressive green growth strategies and projects. She underlined the 

importance of these projects for the Commission’s integrated sustainable urban development approach, the 

urban innovative actions and the urban development network. In the ensuing discussion, Ms Mahovsky 

encouraged the panellists to share their experiences with representatives from other European cities, given 

that the Smart City Vienna is a tangible, positive example of Green Growth and a successful implementation 

of a Smart City strategy. 
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BELGIUM 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Brussels-Capital Region Brussels 

Brussels-Capital Region  Brussels 

Flanders Brussels 

German-speaking Community of Belgium (joint event with Limburg (BE & NL) Aachen 

Arrondissement of Ghent no local event 

Province of Liège Liège 

Province of Limburg (joint event with German-speaking Community of BE) Aachen 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

GIZ, CEDEC, Energy Cities Brussels 

Mons 2015 Foundation Mons 

 

 

 

The Belgian regional partners had planned seven local events. On top of 

these, two independent partners organised local events in Belgium.  

 

Flanders had planned a conference "To the ideal ecosystem for 

entrepreneurs" to would take place in September in Brussels.  

 

The reports of Brussels-Capital Region, the German-speaking 

Community of Belgium, the Province of Liège, the Province of Limburg,  

GIZ, CEDEC, Energy Cities and of Mons 2015 Foundation are enclosed. 
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"Investing in SMEs – How to meet the needs of the regional 

entrepreneurial fabric and make the most of the support tools" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Seminar – Workshops - Visits 

 

Organisers: Assembly of European Regions 

 Finance Brussels - Brussels Regional Investment Company (SRIB) 

 

Chair:  Jean-Luc Vanraes, Vice-president of Finance Brussels and president of the working group on 

investment, business and SMEs of the Assembly of European Regions 

 

Speakers:   Maarit Nyman – Deputy Head of the SME policy unit of the Directorate General Enterprise and 

Industry. 

 Antoine Bertrand – Policy officer at the Economic Policy Directorate of the Walloon Region 

 Sarah Unger – Investment manager at the SRIB 

 Anders Wangby – Director of the Västerbotten Investment Agency. 

 Iwona Mertin – EU affairs advisor at EUROCHAMBRES 

 Thomas Hartman – President at the Co-operative Development Agency of Västerbotten 

 Marco Malacarne – Head of Department Operations at the Executive Agency for Small and 

Medium Enterprises (EASME). 

 

 The workshops were moderated by: 

 Daniela Fazenda (ICT & audiovisual), Philippe Lattes (space solutions and agri-food), Alexandre 

Brecx (innovation in transport) and Cristina Baizan (the green economy) 

 

Outline: 

 

“Investing in SMEs” offered a deeper insight into the existing know-how on creating, re-organising and 

expanding enterprises. The central role of regional investment companies in supporting their SMEs in the 

longer term was discussed in depth. At the same time, the importance of an updated Small Business Act 

(SBA) for the regional economy was especially underlined.  

Mr Malacarne of EASME informed the participants about the different European programmes and funding 

opportunities for small and medium enterprises. He explained what support was available and what 

particular programmes were particularly relevant to them. 

In the afternoon, some B2B and R2R workshops were held. The objective was to discuss how to support 

specific key sectors, such as the ICT & audiovisual sector, space solutions and the agri-food sector, 

innovation in transport and the green economy. Based on the discussion, some recommendations were 

made. 

On 21 November, a visit to a number of Brussels businesses took place: Vanparys – Candihold, Numeca 

International and Real Impact Analytics. The role of Finance Brussels as a regional investment company 

supporting these SMEs was highlighted. 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Brussels-Capital Region (Clusters for Regional growth) 

Brussels 

20-21 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

SMEs are very important for the regional and European economy. They are the engine of our economy and 

a cornerstone of our future development. It is important to create the conditions for SMEs to develop and 

grow. At European level, important efforts are being made to support SMEs through the Small Business Act 

and by creating funding opportunities. But regions can also offer some substantial support through their 

regional investment companies. 

Participants: representatives from the Assembly of European Regions, SMEs, experts, incubators, 

universities, the Committee of the Regions, the European Commission, Brussels. 

 

Quote: 

 

“More and more, there is a need for regional support for SMEs” – JL Vanraes 

 

More information: 
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"METREX Autumn Conference – Brussels Day" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: The Network of European Metropolitan Regions and Areas (METREX) 

 Brussels Capital Region – Brussels Urban Development & Urban Development Agency 

 

Chair:  Thierry BAERT, Directeur d'études, Agence de développement et d'urbanisme, Lille Métropole 

 

Speakers:   Thierry Baert, Directeur d'études, Agence de développement et d'urbanisme, Lille Métropole 

 Alfredo Corbalan, Urban Development Agency (ADT/ATO) 

 Freek Persyn, Architect 51N4E 

 Sven De Bruycker, Brussels Urban Development 

 Wiet Vandaele, Ruimte Vlaanderen 

 Dirk Van de Putte, Deputy Director of the Urban Development Agency (ADT/ATO) 

 Stefan Devoldere, Deputy to the Government Architect of Flanders Noordrand 

 Wiet Vandaele, Ruimte Vlaanderen  

 Maarten Lenaerts, Brussels Urban Development 

 Irma Karjalainen, HSY 

 Ilona Mansikka, Uusimaa Regional Council 

 Douglas Gordon, City of Helsinki 

 Dyana Chardome, Municipality of Molenbeek 

 

Outline: 

 

During the autumn conference of the Network of European Metropolitan Regions and Areas, a Brussels Day 

was organised. 

After a general presentation of the Brussels Capital Region, some metropolitan issues concerning the 

European capital were raised. The Regional Sustainable Development Plan (PRDD) was presented – a 

strategic plan that defines future priorities as regards becoming a greener urban region that is economically 

more efficient and socially sustainable. How this links in with developments in the surrounding regions was 

clarified through presentations by the Flanders Region and presentations of common metropolitan projects 

carried out in cooperation between the Brussels and Flanders Regions. This PRDD, together with the other 

initiatives presented, was scrutinised by representatives of other European metropolitan regions, placing the 

discussion in a broader European context. 

In the afternoon, there were orientation visits for the participants. A guided tour offered the possibility to 

discover the reality of the ERDF projects along the Brussels Canal, while a visit to the Belle-Vue Brewery gave 

a deeper insight into the possibilities of using EU funds and into Brussels urban development practice. 

Brussels-Capital Region (Clusters for Regional growth) 

Brussels 

7 October 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

During the Brussels Day, held in conjunction with the autumn conference of the Network of European 

Metropolitan Regions and Areas, the importance of strategic planning in the process of developing 

metropolitan cooperation was showcased. The on-site visits offered the participants from different 

European countries a tangible overview of how ERDF funding has been spent in Brussels and underlined the 

added value of these funds for global, integrated and sustainable urban development. 

 

Quote: 

 

"European competitiveness depends very much on metropolitan regions" – conference participant 

 

More information:  

 

www.eurometrex.org 

 

 

http://www.eurometrex.org/
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"The EMR as a business location and the future of industry in the EMR" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Euregio Meuse-Rhine, in cooperation with the Industry Dialogue Region Aachen 

 

Chair:  Ms Isabelle Weykmans, Minister for Culture, Employment & Tourism, German-speaking 

Community of Belgium (DG) on behalf of the presidency of the Euregio Meuse-Rhine 

 

Speakers:   Moderator: Ms Indra Dewitte, Het Belang van Limburg 

 Welcome speech: Mr Ulrich Schirowski, Zweckverband Region Aachen  

 Keynote presentations: 

 Dr Rolf Kroker, IW Cologne 

 Mr Jurjen Witteveen, ING 

 Mr Dries Delissen-Jacobs, ACV 

 Mr Thibaud Delourme, DG Enterprise & Industry, European Commission 

 Panel discussion: 

 Mr Markus Werner, Otto Junker GmbH 

 Mr Yves Noël, NMC 

 Ms Kim Frencken-Kelleners, Kellpla BV 

 Mr Karel Heyndrickx, Ondernemersplatform Limburg 

 Mr Renaud Rahier, FGTB / Economic & Social Council EMR 

 Closing speech: Ms Isabelle Weykmans, Minister DG 

 

Outline: 

 

From the beginning of the coal and steel industry, the industrial sector has left its mark on the Euregio 

Meuse-Rhine (EMR) area more than any other branch of the economy. Being on the threshold of the fourth 

industrial revolution, manufacturing companies are changing – and this is also the case in the EMR: 

traditional branches of industry are under pressure, as is becoming apparent from the frequent closures, lay-

offs and takeovers. At the same time, new economic branches are emerging. The conference was aimed at 

figuring out the current importance of industry for the business location EMR and its labour market. Top-

flight experts, entrepreneurs and trade unionists from Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium were invited 

to discuss the economic policy of the three countries as well as future prospects for industry in the EMR. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Manufacturing companies in the EMR have to rise to big challenges, given the radical change underway.  

Investments in new products and production processes, as well as skilled workers – being substantial 

partners with regard to industrial innovation – are always the key focus, with a view to staying competitive. 

It should be noted that industry is still very important as far as value chains and jobs are concerned. 

German-speaking Community of Belgium (Connecting regional 

strategies across borders) 
 

Joint event with Limburg (NL) and Limburg (BE) 

Aachen 

10 December 2014 
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Industrial locations in Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands are linked to high quality products. The 

presence of numerous companies and educational institutions is one of the decisive trump cards of the 

EMR, but current cross-border cooperation leaves room for improvement.   

 

Quote: 

 

“There is no doubt that a sustainable industrial basis is and remains absolutely essential for the 

development of an innovative service economy. Not only do many jobs in the service sector depend on 

industry, but the latter is also an important employer for less skilled workers. “ 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.euregio-mr.com/de/aktuelles/regionalkonferenz-industrie-hat-in-der-euregio-zukunft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.euregio-mr.com/de/aktuelles/regionalkonferenz-industrie-hat-in-der-euregio-zukunft
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"Taxation and competitiveness: what future for our companies in Europe?" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Conference/debate 

 

Organisers: Liege Province, its Europe Direct Information Centre, the SPI (Liege Province Development 

Agency) and its Enterprise Europe Network (EEN). 

 

Chair:  Frédéric Delfosse, political reporter at RTL-TVI, professor of journalism at Haute Ecole de la 

Province de Liège 

 

Speakers: Marc Tarabella, MEP, mayor of Anthisnes. 

 Bernard Maquet, legal practitioner at the Liege and Huy bar, associate professor HEC-Ulg 

(Tax Institute) and CBCEC professor 

 

Outline: 

 

How to make the EU more attractive for SMEs? What do small and medium-sized European companies 

expect from future EU policies?  

This is the central question of the consultation that the European Commission launched to enhance the 

Small Business Act (SBA). The SBA – a wide range of measures to make life easier for small businesses – has 

already proven to be a solid basis for SME policy. 

Since it is based on the exchange of best practices, support for internationalisation, entrepreneurship and 

access to finance (through the CIP financial instruments and COSME), the SBA encourages Member States to 

implement effective solutions already proven elsewhere and to offer equivalent quality ideas. 

 

Combined with strong initiatives in favour of smart regulation, the SBA strengthened SMEs' capacity to resist 

the economic crisis. 

 

Our goal was to bring together all the relevant local and regional players and to organise debates on a topic 

in order to find solutions for the entrepreneurial and economic world.   

 

Conclusions:   

 

This event: 

- linked up regional, local and European strategies: smart specialisation, support for SMEs, the low-carbon 

economy (ERDF), training and social inclusion (ESF), support for innovation, creativity and modernisation of 

European industry; 

 

- helped to develop capacity: exchange of good practices and programme management tools (financial 

engineering procedures of public procurement, performance evaluation and impact with a focus on the 

rules of transparency, partnership). 

Liège 

20 November 2014 

Province of Liège (Local Intermediate Authorities together for a smart and 

efficient growth) 
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More information: 
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"The EMR as a business location and the future of industry in the EMR" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Euregio Meuse-Rhine, in cooperation with the Industry Dialogue Region Aachen 

 

Chair:  Ms Isabelle Weykmans, Minister for Culture, Employment & Tourism, German-speaking 

Community of Belgium (DG) on behalf of the Presidency of the Euregio Meuse-Rhine 

 

Speakers:   Moderator: Ms Indra Dewitte, Het Belang van Limburg 

 Welcome speech: Mr Ulrich Schirowski, Zweckverband Region Aachen  

 Keynote presentations: 

 Dr Rolf Kroker, IW Cologne 

 Mr Jurjen Witteveen, ING 

 Mr Dries Delissen-Jacobs, ACV 

 Mr Thibaud Delourme, DG Enterprise & Industry, European Commission 

 Panel discussion: 

 Mr Markus Werner, Otto Junker GmbH 

 Mr Yves Noël, NMC 

 Ms Kim Frencken-Kelleners, Kellpla BV 

 Mr Karel Heyndrickx, Ondernemersplatform Limburg 

 Mr Renaud Rahier, FGTB / Economic & Social Council EMR 

 Closing speech: Ms Isabelle Weykmans, Minister DG 

 

Outline: 

 

From the beginning of the coal and steel industry, the industrial sector has left its mark on the Euregio 

Meuse-Rhine (EMR) area more than any other branch of the economy. Being on the threshold of the fourth 

industrial revolution, manufacturing companies are changing – and this is also the case in the EMR: 

traditional branches of industry are under pressure, as is becoming apparent from the frequent closures, lay-

offs and takeovers. At the same time, new economic branches are emerging. The conference was aimed at 

figuring out the current importance of industry for the business location EMR and its labour market. Top-

flight experts, entrepreneurs and trade unionists from Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium were invited 

to discuss the economic policy of the three countries as well as future prospects for industry in the EMR. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Manufacturing companies in the EMR have to rise to big challenges, given the radical change underway.  

Investments in new products and production processes, as well as skilled workers – being substantial 

partners with regard to industrial innovation – are always the key focus, with a view to staying competitive. 

It should be noted that industry is still very important as far as value chains and jobs are concerned. 

Province of Limburg (Connecting regional strategies across borders) 

 

Joint event with the German-speaking Community of Belgium, Limburg (NL) and 

Limburg (BE) 

Aachen 

10 December 2014 
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Industrial locations in Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands are linked to high quality products. The 

presence of numerous companies and educational institutions is one of the decisive trump cards of the 

EMR, but current cross-border cooperation leaves room for improvement.   

 

Quote: 

 

“There is no doubt that a sustainable industrial basis is and remains absolutely essential for the 

development of an innovative service economy. Not only do many jobs in the service sector depend on 

industry, but the latter is also an important employer for less skilled “ 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.euregio-mr.com/de/aktuelles/regionalkonferenz-industrie-hat-in-der-euregio-zukunft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.euregio-mr.com/de/aktuelles/regionalkonferenz-industrie-hat-in-der-euregio-zukunft
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"Energy transition – engine of growth in Europe’s regions?" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Conference / Panel Debate 

 

Organisers: CEDEC / Energy Cities /GIZ – Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

 

Chair:  Sonja van Renssen, Co-Founder, Energy Post 

 

Speakers: Key Note Speech: Ms Tanja Gönner, CEO, GIZ; former minister for the environment of the 

German Federal State of Baden-Württemberg 

 Speakers:  

 Mr Jens Bartholmes, Policy Officer, DG ENERGY 

 Mr Benjamin Dannemann, Public Affairs Officer, Agency for Renewable Energy, Germany 

 Mr Nicolas Flechon, Deputy Director for Grids, Innovation and Smart Energy, Gaz Electricité 

de Grenoble (GEG), France 

 Ms Catarina Freitas, Director, Department of the Environment, Municipality of Almada, 

Portugal 

 Mr Benny Laursen, Poldanor, Bio-gas Poland 

 Panelists:  

 Mr Lukasz Dobrowolski, Rocher Energy, Poland 

 Mr Bo Frank, Mayor, Vaxjo, Sweden; Vice-President of Energy Cities 

 Mr Rudolf Niessler, Director Policy, DG REGIO 

 Mr Paul Ruebig, Member of the European Parliament, ITRE Committee 

 Mr Frank Schoonacker, Director Corporate Affairs, EDF Luminus, Belgium   

 

Outline: 

 

This half-day event, organised by GIZ in cooperation with CEDEC and Energy Cities in the context of the Open 

Days 2014, brought together EU decision-makers, energy practitioners and energy transition experts in order 

to exchange views, experiences and good practices in the field of energy transition. Discussions focused on 

the shift towards renewable energy and greater energy efficiency.  

 

Through four case studies, participants learned about how cities and companies across Europe are 

addressing current energy challenges and seizing the opportunities that the energy transition brings; they 

also heard about various entry strategies for approaching the energy transition e.g., biofuel, energy 

efficiency, renewable energy and urban planning. These local and regional cases aimed to guide and 

motivate others to adopt and adapt tested solutions. Good practices described the economic viability of 

energy transitions and their wider socio-economic effects. Panellists and participants stressed the 

importance of various policy and regulatory regimes on the energy transition process.  

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association 

organising a local event 
 

GIZ, CEDEC, Energy Cities 
 

Brussels 

8 October 2014 
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Lastly, the panellists explored models of engagement and the scope for action by local and regional players 

towards a swift, effective and efficient implementation of energy transition policies. The panellists urged 

wider involvement. “Adequate legislative and financial frameworks supported by the EU and national 

institutions would make our journey easier and faster,” said Bo Frank, who presented the successful case of 

Växjö in Sweden, a city where “the energy transition has provided a major boost to the local economy, 

mobilising all stakeholders and getting citizens inspired.” 

 

Conclusions:   

 

This local event raised awareness of how the energy transition at local and regional levels has become a 

reality. The transition can have a positive impact not only on the environment but also on overall quality of 

life. The energy transition is the rising star of the EU programmes in this programming period, as funding for 

the energy transition has doubled compared to the 2007-2013 programming period. The energy transition 

has the potential to spur on socio-economic development in the regions and cities, while local and regional 

actors are becoming ever more important players in boosting the energy transition. Small players, as well as 

the big energy companies, need to be involved in the process of the energy transition in order to create a 

larger scale effect. People need to be educated regarding the benefits of the energy transition.   

 

Quote: 

 

“Cooperation between regions and across national borders is a key to success. Not only because everybody 

must do their bit, but also because there is so much that we can learn from one another.” Tanja Gönner, GIZ 

 

More information: 

 

Storify account of the event: https://storify.com/insideurope/energy 

CEDEC press release: http://www.cedec.com/files/default/cedec-pr-energy-transition.pdf 

Speakers’ presentations: http://www.cedec.com/en/news/energy-transition-local-players-a-driving-force-

for-growth-1 

GIZ – www.giz.de 

CEDEC -http://www.cedec.com 

Energy Cities - http://www.energy-cities.eu 

 

 

https://storify.com/insideurope/energy
http://www.cedec.com/files/default/cedec-pr-energy-transition.pdf
http://www.cedec.com/en/news/energy-transition-local-players-a-driving-force-for-growth-1
http://www.cedec.com/en/news/energy-transition-local-players-a-driving-force-for-growth-1
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.energy-cities.eu/
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"Mons 2015 on tour" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Press conference and presentation of Mons 2015 programme 

 

Organisers: Mons 2015 Foundation and City of Mons 

 

Chair:  Yves Vasseur – General Commissioner of the Mons 2015 Foundation 

 

Speakers:   Elio Di Rupo – Mayor of the city of Mons 

 Karel Bartak - Head of Unit at the Directorate General for Education and Culture 

 Paul Magnette – Minister President of Wallonia 

 Joëlle Milquet - Vice-President of the Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles, Minister of Education, 

Culture and Childhood 

 Fabienne Capot – Provincial councillor in charge of Culture and Tourism 

 Guy Quaden – Chairman of the Mons 2015 Foundation 

 

Outline: 

 

Mons, a little city in Wallonia, will become the European Capital of Culture in 2015. It is a great opportunity 

for the entire region to develop its economy.  The city is going to be totally transformed. 

 

To present its programme, Mons 2015 held a big press conference on 7 October 2014 in Mons. After this 

event, a “Mons 2015 tour” began in some target cities in Europe, in order to present the programme for the 

year to the press, tour operators and members of the public interested in culture.  

 

The year 2015 will be divided into four big seasons with more than 300 events and 1 000 cultural activities 

taking place not only in Mons and its surrounding region, but also in partner cities and institutions. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The presentation of Mons 2015’s programme was a first step before launching the European Capital of 

Culture year. It gathered more than 2 000 people including 200 journalists. It was a big event which aroused 

a lot of interest in all the participants. 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126104847@N05/ 

http://www.mons2015.eu/ 

http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo 

Mons 2015 Foundation 
 

Mons 

7 October 2014 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126104847@N05/
http://www.mons2015.eu/
http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo
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BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA 
 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

City of Sarajevo no local event organised 

Sarajevo Canton Sarajevo 

Republika Srpska Banja Luka 

 

 

 

The regional partners from Bosnia and Herzegovina had planned three 

local events. The Canton of Sarajevo did not provide any information on 

their event, a TV documentary on OPEN DAYS. The Republic of Srpska was 

supposed to organise a roundtable on Inter - regional cluster as an 

innovative approach to increase interregional economic exchange but no 

information was received. 

 

No reports enclosed. 
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BULGARIA 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Gabrovo no local event organised 

Yogozapaden no local event organised 
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CROATIA 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Dubrovnik Neretva Region Dubrovnik 

Region of Istria Pula 

Krapina - Zagorje County Stubičke Toplice 

Osijek Baranja County Osijek 

City of Rijeka Rijeka 

Split-Dalmatia County Split 

Zagreb Zagreb 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

City of Dubrovnik Development agency (DURA d.o.o) Dubrovnik 

 

 

Croatia's regional partners had planned seven local events. One event was 

organised by the City of Dubrovnik Development agency (DURA d.o.o), an 

independent partner. 

 

Dubrovnik-Neretva Region was supposed to organise a presentation on 

EU Structural Funds and Infrastructure Projects in Dubrovnik. The Region 

of Istria had planned a workshop to take place in Bale on Territorial 

cooperation leading to smart investments for people and Zagreb had 

foreseen a workshop on “Urban development through integrated public 

transport”. 

 

The reports of Krapina-Zagorje County, Osijek Baranja County, the City 

of Rijeka, Split-Dalmatia County and of the City of Dubrovnik 

Development agency (DURA d.o.o) are enclosed. 
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"Territorial cooperation leading to smart investments for people" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Panel discussion 

 

Organisers: Region of Istria 

 

Chair:  Patrizia Bosich, Head of Department for International cooperation and European 

Affairs of Region of Istria, Moderator 

 

Speakers:   Patrizia Bosich, Department for International cooperation and European Affairs of 

Region of Istria 

 Sanja Labinjan, Department for International cooperation and European Affairs of 

Region of Istria 

 Ksenija Slivar, Directorate for Management of Operational Programmes, Ministry of 

Regional Development and EU funds – due to unexpected medical problems that 

occurred on 18 December, the speaker was unable to attend the panel discussion in 

Bale, so her presentation was delivered by Ms Bosich 

 

Outline: 

 

Territorial cooperation has been a driving force that has characterised the region of Istria over the past 

decade, especially referring to the international and cross-border cooperation in the pre-accession period. 

Cross-border projects have been among the most successful EU funded projects in the region of Istria, 

contributing to development and progress in the fields of cultural heritage, tourism, education and youth 

exchanges, environmental resources, waste management, etc. 

The local event focused on the importance of different aspects of territorial cooperation that bring European 

regions and cities closer, promoting synergies and integration.  

The workshop presented the new EU programmes for the period 2014-2020on cross-border and 

transnational cooperation in which the Istrian region will participate: the cross-border programme Italy-

Croatia, the cross-border programme Slovenia-Croatia, and the following transnational programmes: 

Danube; Mediterranean; Adriatic-Ionian and Central Europe. 

The local event also presented the European grouping of territorial cooperation – EGTC, the process of 

joining an EGTC for potential Croatian members, and the possibilities of cooperation and promotion of joint 

projects within the EGTCs. The European strategy for the Adriatic-Ionian region EUSAIR was also elaborated 

on in more detail, especially the four pillars and the development possibilites within the priorities. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

A panel discussion was held to identify specific tangible proposals among the partners and stakeholders on 

cooperation activities and projects that may bring benefits to the Istrian community in the new European 

programmes. 

Region of Istria (Europe of Traditions - Linking through itineraries) 

Bale 

19 December 2014 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 
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Therefore one of the major outcomes of the event will be reinforced collaboration in EU territorial 

cooperation and thematic programmes, while undertaking specific cooperation initiatives to enhance social 

and economic cohesion. 
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"Possibilities for the development of health and social tourism" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Forum 

 

Organisers: Krapina-Zagorje County and Zagorje Development Agency 

 

Chair:  Helena Matuša, Zagorje Development Agency, assistant director 

 

Speakers: Duško Cerovec, director of Special Hospital for Medical Rehabilitation, Krapinske Toplice 

 Davor Gredičak, director of Special Hospital for Medical Rehabilitation, Stubičke Toplice 

 Blaž Gospočić, Special Hospital for Medical Rehabilitation, Stubičke Toplice 

 Damir Krešić, Institute for Tourism, Zagreb 

 

Outline: 

 

Krapina-Zagorje County, which is well-known for its health institutions, numerous thermal springs and 

growing tourism facilities, dedicated this year’s theme to affordable health care and economic growth 

through smart specialisation. Experts in the field of health, medicine and the tourism industry gathered to 

explore possibilities and discuss what steps should be taken in order to develop health, which is among the 

priorities of Croatia's Smart Specialisation Strategy, with tourism as one of the horizontally overlapping 

sectors. Around fifty representatives of health institutions, the tourism sector, NGOs and local and regional 

development participated in the forum, which covered issues such as legal obstacles restricting further 

market development, the need to step up clustering, defining the health tourism product, etc. Furthermore, 

there was a discussion of how social tourism (“tourism for all”) should be developed at all levels.  

 

Conclusions:   

 

In order to achieve growth in health and social tourism, services should be developed and innovated, and, in 

particular, partnership and cooperation among all stakeholders should be strengthened, taking maximum 

advantage of the opportunities provided by EU funds. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Innovation is at the heart of smart specialisation” 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.zara.hr/hr/novosti/inovacije-i-izvrsnost---temelji-razvoja-zdravstvenog--i-socijalnog--

turizma,1317.html# 

http://kzz.hr/open-days-stubaki 

Krapina - Zagorje County (EU4Health) 

Stubičke Toplice 

21 October 2014 
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http://www.zagorje.com/clanak/vijesti/u-stubakima-odrzan-forum-mogucnosti-razvoja-zdravstvenog-i-

socijalnog-turizma  

http://www.radio-stubica.hr/nov.php?i=287&PHPSESSID=lapv3jv9lq401lubrkfq3iscm5 

http://www.radio-zlatar.hr/go.php?go=novosti&ID=9390  

http://www.aktualno.hr/novosti/45422_Forum+Mogucnosti+razvoja+zdravstvenog+i+socijalnog+turizma.ht

ml#.VEd-M_msUUs  

http://www.radio-stubica.hr/nov.php?i=274&PHPSESSID=lapv3jv9lq401lubrkfq3iscm5  

https://www.pixsell.hr/agencija/pxl-standard-news/stubicke-toplice-forum-mogucnosti-razvoja-

zdravstvenog-i-socijalnog-turizma-galerija-377056/ 

 

 

https://www.pixsell.hr/agencija/pxl-standard-news/stubicke-toplice-forum-mogucnosti-razvoja-zdravstvenog-i-socijalnog-turizma-galerija-377056/
https://www.pixsell.hr/agencija/pxl-standard-news/stubicke-toplice-forum-mogucnosti-razvoja-zdravstvenog-i-socijalnog-turizma-galerija-377056/
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"Europe in my region – strengthening the regional economy  

through cross-border and transnational tourism initiatives" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Workshop 

 

Organisers: Regional Development Agency of Slavonia and Baranja, Osijek 

 

Chair:  Ivana Jurić, RDA Slavonia and Baranja 

 

Speakers:   Museum of Slavonia Osijek – Marina Kovač 

 City of Osijek – Kornelija Mlinarević 

 Nature Park Kopački rit – Vesna Hrvojević 

 Danube Competence center, Serbia – Danko Čosić 

 NGO Slap – Sonja Vuković 

 RDA Vidra – Mateja Cah 

 Osijek-Baranja County - Dr.sc. Željko Kraljičak 

 Wine Tourism Route - Villany Siklos 

 Editor of Wine and Gastronomy Magazine, Hungary - Győrffy Zoltán 

 Sremski Karlovci Tourism Organization, Serbia - Jasmina Beljan Iskrin 

 Cooperative Taste of Croatia - Mihael Tomić 

 Subotica Tourism Organization, Serbia – Branka Banjanin 

 Boarding House Maksimilian Tvrđa – Vladimir Poznić 

 Tourism Board of the City of Osijek - Saša Uranjek 

 The Agency for Restoration of Osijek Old Town Tvrđa - Željko Andraši 

 Winery Brzica - Snježana Brzica 

 Association of Cultural Tourism - Darko Mrkonjić 

 Media company Kulenvizija, blog Oskultura – Dario Topić 

 

Outline: 

 

The aim of the workshop was to present the current state of play and discuss the future prospects for 

tourism development in the region in the context of cross-border cooperation, particularly in the field of 

wine and culture-related tourism. The event was divided into three sections – a workshop and two panel 

discussions, one dedicated to wine tourism development in cross-border regions, and the second to 

initiatives for developing joint cultural tourism products in the region. 

During the first part of the event, representatives of regional and local government and organisations from 

the cross-border area (Croatia, Hungary and Serbia) presented the ongoing EU funded projects and 

initiatives: 

- “Danube Limes Brand”, Programme South East Europe, Museum of of Slavonia  

- “Along Millers route in cross-border area”, IPA CBC Hungary Croatia, City of Osijek  

- “Touristica”, IPA CBC Hungary Croatia, NGO Slap 

Osijek Baranja County (Regions promoting social inclusion) 

Osijek 

05 November 2014 
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- “Drava & Danube Ecotourism Growth“, IPA CBC Hungary Croatia, Kopački rit 

- “Hungarian-Croatian wine stories“, IPA CBC Hungary Croatia, RDA Vidra 

- “Roman Emperors Route, Danube Wine Route“, Programme South East Europe, Danube  

Competence Center 

 

In the second part of the event, i.e. the first panel, representatives of relevant organisations from the public 

and private sectors involved in wine and tourism (wine producing, wine tasting in cellars, tourism and 

promotion, hospitality etc.) presented some good practices of the sector as well as obstacles and 

opportunities for developing joint offerings. In the third part of the event, i.e. the second panel, 

representatives of relevant organisations from the public and private sectors operating in the field of 

tourism, culture and media discussed best practices, as well as the potential for developing joint cross-

border culture-based tourism products.  

The event took place at the premises of the Museum of Slavonia, partly with the aim of demonstrating the 

multi-functionality of public tourism-related infrastructure. During the event, participants from three 

different countries (Croatia, Serbia, and Hungary) had an opportunity to exchange ideas on future projects 

and pave the way for the establishment of new partnerships. 

 

Representatives of local and regional self-government bodies, SMEs in the tourism sector, SME support 

centres and development agencies, tourism associations and NGOs – 100 participants. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Given the vicinity of three different countries in an area of no more than 150 km, with a similar yet different 

cultural and natural heritage, there is great potential to develop joint tourism products. The information 

flow between all three regions is rather weak, and so immediate partnerships were created between 

tourism and media sector representatives in order to support the process of information sharing and the 

promotion of heritage. Public-private sector cooperation in the development of tourism projects is the key 

to the efficiency of efforts invested by both sectors. In this cross-border region, involving three countries, 

there are many opportunities for the development of specific segments of tourism, in particularly in the 

field of eno-gastronomy and culture. Lessons learned by the City of Pecs or the Villany-Siklos Wine Route or 

projects implemented by the City of Subotica or Osijek are only some of the examples of valuable exchanges 

of practices. The exchange of information, experiences, good practices and joint promotion is highly 

important for common growth. Future calls for funding of territorial cooperation projects will be very 

relevant for resolving common problems, development challenges and seizing opportunities for generating 

growth.  

 

Quote: 

 

Cooperation between the public and private sectors is one of the main conditions for success! 

 

More information: 

 

www.slavonija.hr 

http://republika.eu/novost/33138/prekogranicnom-suradnjom-do-bolje-turisticke-ponude 

http://radio.hrt.hr/radio-osijek/clanak/otvoreni-dani-regija-i-gradova/74313/ 

http://www.glas-slavonije.hr/251952/3/Kulturni-i-vinski-turizam-ima-perspektivu 

 

http://www.slavonija.hr/
http://republika.eu/novost/33138/prekogranicnom-suradnjom-do-bolje-turisticke-ponude
http://radio.hrt.hr/radio-osijek/clanak/otvoreni-dani-regija-i-gradova/74313/
http://www.glas-slavonije.hr/251952/3/Kulturni-i-vinski-turizam-ima-perspektivu
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"Support for social entrepreneur projects" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Presentations and workshops 

 

Organisers: City of Rijeka 

 

Chair:  Ms Nataša Mandić, City of Rijeka, Adviser for Entrepreneurship 

 

Speakers:   Ms Paola Jandrić, Secretary of the Centre of Technical Culture Rijeka, NGO part of a network 

CEDRA which provides education and support to social entrepreneurs 

 Ms Ph.D. Neda Vitezić, Full Professor of Economics Rijeka - University of Rijeka, expert on 

Business Analysis and Planning  and  Socially Responsible Enterprise Analysis 

 

Outline: 

 

A representative of the Centre for Technical Culture Rijeka told participants that social entrepreneurship was 

still not significantly represented in Croatia, although there were a number of positive examples of working 

with marginalised groups in society and people with disabilities through organic farming and various 

production. 

 

While it seems that social entrepreneurship and corporate social responsibility are equivalent concepts, Dr 

Vitezic pointed out differences. Corporate social responsibility means fulfilling the expectations of all 

stakeholders, maximising profit and its distribution to shareholders, occasionally solving social needs that 

arise from moral or legal obligations. Social entrepreneurship permanently addresses social needs, 

maximises social benefits and provides continuous support to the distribution of profits for social purposes. 

 

The workshop ended with the presentation of the results of a survey on the attitudes of citizens and 

businesses to social entrepreneurship conducted by the City of Rijeka in October this year.  

The survey found that citizens and entrepreneurs are willing to participate in initiatives of social 

entrepreneurship. Citizens expressed readiness to start social enterprises with necessary pre-conditions 

(they highlighted the climate and culture of social entrepreneurship as the most important) while 

entrepreneurs need material and human resources with education and financial support. 

 

Experts, politicians, economic and association representatives, entrepreneurs, NGO representatives, citizens 

– 50 participants. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Social entrepreneurship can have an economic and social impact, in almost all spheres of human activity. 

The current crisis reflects new development policies and the transformation of the economic system. 

City of Rijeka (European challenges - local solutions) 

Rijeka 

19 November 2014 
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The City of Rijeka conducted an anonymous survey and requested the opinion of citizens and business 

owners on the value of social entrepreneurship to Rijeka. 

Citizens and local entrepreneurs showed that they are familiar with social entrepreneurship and are willing 

to contribute, and the City of Rijeka's survey results will be used for activities and development programmes 

to support social entrepreneurship and strengthen its potential. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.rijeka.hr/ManifestacijaOpenDays 

http://www.mojarijeka.hr/korisnik/ggrudic/najave/open-days-otvoreni-dani 

http://m.novilist.hr/PogledajClanak.aspx?id=725969&datum=20141120 

 

http://www.rijeka.hr/ManifestacijaOpenDays
http://www.mojarijeka.hr/korisnik/ggrudic/najave/open-days-otvoreni-dani
http://m.novilist.hr/PogledajClanak.aspx?id=725969&datum=20141120
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"EU school" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Presentation & Workshop 

 

Organisers: Public institution for coordination and development of Split-Dalmatia County 

 

Chair:  Andrijana Parić, senior expert, Razbor Ltd. 

 

Speakers:   Andrijana Parić, senior expert, Razbor Ltd 

 

Outline: 

 

Counties, cities and municipalities have a large interest in drawing on the European funds and the fact is that 

only quality projects will be awarded through public tenders. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen local 

and regional human resources so that they are able to understand EU policies and programmes, monitor 

competitions and develop and prepare quality projects. These are the reasons why the public institution 

RERA SD is going to hold a two-day workshop where target groups will get more familiar with these topics. 

The main theme of the workshop was "Understanding EU policies and programmes". To be able to develop 

projects that will apply for EU funds, it is important to know what are the priorities that the EU has defined 

for its development, to understand why these priorities are important and how specific projects can 

contribute to development. 

The aim was to encourage individuals to take a proactive approach to the problem and offer them 

knowledge and skills to help solve it. The knowledge, that the participants are going to acquire, is going to 

contribute to the successful preparation and implementation of the projects. 

 

Representatives from the region’s local authorities, local government, universities and institutions – 30 

participants. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

EU funding has represented an important resource for public entities, the non-profit sector and private 

companies for many years. In Croatia, attention is increasingly focused on EU funds, but this requires a high 

level of competence in EU project management in order to secure the necessary resources. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Education is the premise of progress in every society” 

Split-Dalmatia County (Smart Partnerships for Jobs and Growth) 

Split 

29-30 September2014 
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More information: 

 

http://www.rera.hr/Edukacije/tabid/126/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/131/Poziv-za-prijavu-na-ciklus-

edukacije-EU-skola.aspx 

 

 

http://www.rera.hr/Edukacije/tabid/126/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/131/Poziv-za-prijavu-na-ciklus-edukacije-EU-skola.aspx
http://www.rera.hr/Edukacije/tabid/126/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/131/Poziv-za-prijavu-na-ciklus-edukacije-EU-skola.aspx
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"Growth in transition in local communities - a key to success" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: City of Dubrovnik development agency / "Growth in Transition" initiative / City of 

Dubrovnik 

 

Chair:  Ms. Andrea Novaković, head of city of Dubrovnik development agency 

 

Speakers:   Mr Željko Raguž, Deputy Mayor of Dubrovnik 

 Ms. Andrea Novaković, head of city of Dubrovnik development agency 

 Mr Erich Ober, Austrian Ministry of the Environment 

 Ms. Jelena Lončarić, head of environmental protection department of the city of 

Dubrovnik 

 Ms. Ania Rok, Local Governments for Sustainability 

 Ms. Dubravka Šuica, Croatian MEP, ENVI member 

 Mr Rob Hopkins, Transition Network 

 Ms. Branka Pivčević Novak, Ministry of the Environment, Croatia 

 Ms. Irena Dubravec, Environmental Protection and Energy Effiiciency Fund 

 Mr Ivan Jurilj, Development Regional Agency for Herzegovina Redah  

 Mr Pierluigi Manzione, Italian Ministry of the Environment, senior policy advisor 

 Mr Fritz Hinterberger, Sustainable Europe Research Intitute Seri, Vienna, Austria 

 

Outline: 

 

The City of Dubrovnik development agency and the City of Dubrovnik have decided to tackle the issue of 

sustainable development in Dubrovnik in conjunction with the “Growth in Transition” initiative. The city of 

Dubrovnik has developed a lot, and is now dealing with the problem of mass tourism overcrowding the old 

city. Its surroundings, on the other hand, have been neglected and people have moved out, leaving large 

areas never reaching their potential. Dubrovnik’s local event focused on presenting and discussing local 

development initiatives. The conference triggered a dialogue among institutions and people about how we 

can shape the growth process towards sustainability. The conference looked at challenges faced by cities 

and examples of successful local projects in that field. Rob Hopkins presented a few projects in the UK that 

have been a great success and are in line with the principles of sustainable growth or even “degrowth”. One 

of our goals was also to inform the public in Dubrovnik, which we did, and which we consider a necessary 

step towards greater awareness. 

 

Local politicians and local authorities, the social partners, representatives of the university, non-

governmental organisations, academics, students, (30). 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a 

local event 

City of Dubrovnik Development agency (DURA d.o.o) 

Dubrovnik 

3 October 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

While some may disagree with the idea of transforming business as usual into sustainable growth, there are 

indisputable facts we should all compromise around to achieve more sustainable patterns of production and 

consumption. Quality of life and what it actually means to an individual came out as the core of the whole 

story of the conference. What is the way we want to live, what are we going to do with the data on climate 

change, what kind of food do we want to eat and to whom do we want to give our money to, what should 

our community be based on, how can we communicate and integrate better, what do we want our 

local/national/European level authorities to recognise? These are all the questions the conference brought 

together with the conclusion that we do not simply need another type of economy but another way of life. 

 

Quote:  

 

“What does quality of life mean for you?” 

“We need not only another way of economy but another way of life” 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.growthintransition.eu/growth-in-transition-in-local-communities-a-key-to-success/ 

http://www.dubrovnikportal.com/novost_opsirnije.php?id=59463 

http://dura.hr/get/novosti/3779/konferencija_growth_in_transition_in_local_communities_a_key_to_succe

ss.html 

http://www.dubrovacki.hr/clanak/67324/konferencija-o-rastu-u-tranziciji 

https://www.facebook.com/dura.dubrovnik/photos/a.473041006059994.110269.453096194721142/82411

6430952448/?type=1&theater 

 

http://www.growthintransition.eu/growth-in-transition-in-local-communities-a-key-to-success/
http://www.dubrovnikportal.com/novost_opsirnije.php?id=59463
http://dura.hr/get/novosti/3779/konferencija_growth_in_transition_in_local_communities_a_key_to_success.html
http://dura.hr/get/novosti/3779/konferencija_growth_in_transition_in_local_communities_a_key_to_success.html
http://www.dubrovacki.hr/clanak/67324/konferencija-o-rastu-u-tranziciji
https://www.facebook.com/dura.dubrovnik/photos/a.473041006059994.110269.453096194721142/824116430952448/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/dura.dubrovnik/photos/a.473041006059994.110269.453096194721142/824116430952448/?type=1&theater
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CYPRUS 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Troodos Troodos 

 

Cyprus was supposed to organise one local event. Troodos had planned to 

organise a conference on "CESR: Cooperatives of Employment and 

Services in Rural Areas: Examples of Best Practice across Europe" in 

Kyperounda. 

 

No report enclosed. 
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CZECH REPUBLIC 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Central Moravia Olomouc 

Olomouc Region Olomouc 

Pilsen Region Pilsen 

Prague Prague 

South Moravia Brno 

Vysocina Jihlava 

 

The regional partners from the Czech Republic planned six local events.  

 

Pilsen Region had planned the ITEP 2014 Conference but no information 

was received.  

 

The reports of Central Moravia, Olomouc Region, Prague, South Moravia 

and Vysocina are enclosed. 
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"Social entrepreneurship as a way to help peripheral regions" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:   Workshop 

 

Organisers: Regional authority of Olomouc Region, department of strategic development 

 

Chair:  Theoretical session: Mr Ondřej Večeř, Regional authority of the Olomouc Region, department 
of strategic development  

 Practical session: Ms Radmila Herzánová, Association of social entrepreneurship of the Czech 

Republic 

 

Speakers:   Mr Ondřej Večeř, Regional authority of the Olomouc Region, department of strategic 

development 

 Mr Pavel Šoltys, Olomouc Region, vice-president  

 Ms. Radmila Herzánová, Association of social entrepreneurship 

 Ms. Šárka Dořičáková, P3 – People, Planet, Profit, ambassador of social entrepreneurship 

within the region of Central Moravia 

 Representatives of the following business units: 

 Kavárna PředMěstí Šumperk, Krajanka Kroměříž, Spolek TREND vozíčkářů Olomouc, ERGONES 

SF, VS Rychleby, Přirozenou cestou s.r.o. 

 

Outline: 

 

The main objectives of the workshop were to support, promote and spread the idea of social 

enterpreneurship with a focus on helping the peripheral regions (borderlands, inner borderlands) located 

within the region of Central Moravia. 

The first part of the workshop focused on the general principles of social entrepreneurship, the advantages 

and disadvantages of the transition from private businesses or non-profit organisations to the model of 

social entrepreneurship. The possibilities of support from European funds were also discussed during the 

first part of the workshop, especially in connection with the currently finalised Czech  Operational 

programme Employment. At the end of the first section, a range of examples of social entrepreneurship from 

the region of Central Moravia were introduced and discussed (see the list of speakers above). 

The second part of the workshop focused on social entrepreneurs themselves. Another group of participants 

of the second section were entities closely connected to the social firms. Participants heard about the 

analysis of legal forms of social enterprises in connection with the new Civil Code law (valid in the Czech 

Republic from 1.1.2014). An additional discussion focused on networking amongst social entrepreneurs and 

local/regional government was held during the practical part of the workshop. 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Central Moravia (Regions promoting social inclusion) 

Olomouc 

23 September 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

Participants agreed on the need to give further support to social entrepreneurship, especially in relation to 

remedying the unfavourable situation in peripheral areas of the Olomouc Region. Here, social businesses 

can play a vital role in the area of employment and preservation of local identity. A positive fact is that there 

is a large number of social enterprises within the Olomouc region (in relation to the total number of 

inhabitants) and that this type of business has the support of the regional government. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Social firms are and will be a new phenomenon in business” 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.kr-olomoucky.cz/kraj-usporadal-seminar-o-socialnich-firmach-aktuality-3606.html 

 

 

http://www.kr-olomoucky.cz/kraj-usporadal-seminar-o-socialnich-firmach-aktuality-3606.html
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"X. Diagnostic, predictive and experimental oncology days" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Presentations & workshops 

 

Organisers: Institute of Molecular and Translational Medicine (UMTM); Faculty of Medicine and 

Dentistry, Palacky University Olomouc; MedChemBio (cluster) 

 

Chair:  Associate Professor Marian Hajdúch, Faculty of Medicine and Dentristry UP, Head 

of UMTM 

 

Speakers:   Jun. Prof. Holger M. Becker (AG Zoologie / Membrantransport, FB Biologie, TU 

Kaiserslautern) 

 Assoc prof. Marian Hajduch (Institute of Molecular and Translational Medicine) 

 Assoc.prof. Marek Svoboda (Masaryk Memorian cancer Institute) 

 Assoc.prof. Ondrej Slaby (CEITEC) 

 Dr Lucia Kucerová (Cancer Research Institute, Slovak Academy of Science) 

 

Outline: 

 

The conference Diagnostic, predictive and experimental oncology days creates an annual platform for the 

interdisciplinary collaboration of experts from a number of theoretical, pre-clinical and clinical departments 

engaged in the research, diagnosis and treatment of malignant tumours.  

 

The programme was focused on the following topics: 

▪ new anticancer drugs; 

▪ medicinal chemistry of anticancer drugs; 

▪ molecular basis of the effect and toxicity of anticancer drugs; 

▪ chemoprevention of cancer; 

▪ chemo-resistance of tumours; 

▪ errors and mistakes in cancer diagnosis; 

▪ prognostic and predictive biomarkers; 

▪ advances in the clinical diagnosis of malignant tumours; 

▪ cancer genomics, proteomics and metabolomics; 

▪ pathogenesis of cancer; 

▪ targeted biological treatment. 

 

More information: 

 

You can find detailed information at the following website http://ddpeo.cz. 

 

 

Olomouc Region (EU4Health) 

Olomouc 

2-3 December 2014 

http://ddpeo.cz/
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"Movement & Health 2014 – Physical Activity of Children 

and Adolescents: Determinants and Outcomes" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  International Conference 

 

Organisers: Faculty of Physical Culture, Palacký University Olomouc 

 

Chair:  Doc. PhDr. Zbyněk Svozil, Ph.D. – Dean, Faculty of Physical Culture, Palacký University 

Olomouc, Czech Republic 

 

Speakers:   James F. Sallis, prof., Ph.D. – Department of Family and Preventive Medicine, University of 

California, San Diego, USA  

 John Cairney, assoc. prof., Ph.D. – Department of Family Medicine, McMaster University, 

Hamilton, Canada  

 Mark De Ste Croix, prof., Ph.D. – School of Sport and Exercise, University of Gloucestershire, 

Great Britain  

 Joseph Hamill, prof., Ph.D. – Department of Kinesiology, University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst, USA  

 Lee Gillis, prof., Ph.D. – Department of Psychology, Georgia College & State University, 

Georgia, USA  

 Jude Hirsch, prof., Ph.D. – Department of Health Science, Georgia College & State University, 

Georgia, USA  

 James H. Rimmer, prof., Ph.D. – Lakeshore Foundation, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 

USA  

 Robert E. Manning, prof., Ph.D. – Park Studies Laboratory, University of Vermont, USA  

 Józef Opara, prof., Ph.D. – Academy of Physical Education, Katowice, Poland 

 

Outline: 

 

From 2-4 June, two hundred scientists from twenty countries attended the seventh international conference 

on Movement and Health in the regional centre in Olomouc. The main topic of the conference was health 

and physical activity among children and youth. 

 

The conference was divided into eight sections: 

- Environmental factors of physical activity 

- Movement in the development of children 

- Physical activity and sport in children and adolescents with special needs 

- Biomechanical and physiological aspects of movement in children and adolescents 

- Sedentary behaviour in children and adolescents 

- Experiential education in movement and health  

- Sport management and tourism for quality of life 

Olomouc Region (EU4Health) 

Olomouc 

2-4 June 2014 
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- Movement in management of injuries and diseases in children and adolescents 

 

The Czech and foreign speakers, including experts from the Faculty of Physical Culture, but also from the 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences of Palacký University, delivered speeches about the physiological 

and biomechanical aspects of movement in children, sedentary behaviour, sports injuries, experiential 

learning and physical activities for people with special needs. The leading experts who attended the 

conference and delivered keynotes were: 

 

James F. Sallis, professor of psychology and preventive medicine from the University of California at San 

Diego, who has contributed to the worldwide implementation of research results into policy, psychosocial 

and environmental changes to improve the quality of life of the general population.  

 

Mark De Ste Croix from the University of Gloucestershire who has worked in the area of paediatric sport and 

exercise physiology for over 17 years with a specific focus on enhancing our understanding of growth and 

maturation related changes in muscle strength. 

 

James Rimmer, whose research focuses on the contextual factors (personal-environmental mediators) 

associated with physical inactivity and obesity in people with disabilities and the effects of rich-tailored 

messaging support (telephone, internet, text message, video). 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Doctors; nurses and university-trained non-medical specialists; teachers, students and others interested in 

adapted physical activities and recreology. 

 

More information: 

 

www.mandh.upol.cz 

http://radostzpohybu.cz/general/Article.aspx?id=1264 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Movement-and-Health/374783152624252?fref=ts 

 

 

 

http://www.mandh.upol.cz/
http://radostzpohybu.cz/general/Article.aspx?id=1264
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Movement-and-Health/374783152624252?fref=ts
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"A Festival of Leisure Time Activities – The Ladronkafest 2014" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Leisure festival, public event for kids and youth 

 

Organisers: Municipal District of Prague 6 

 

Outline: 

 

Ladronkafest is the largest festival of leisure activities in Central Europe. 2014 marked its 13th year. This 

event is intended for children, adolescents and the general public. It is not only a passive fair of leisure 

organisations, but, above all, it is about the active involvement of visitors in the event programme. 

Experiencing presented activities, people discover what might be fun in their free time, and how they could 

usefully spend their time. The main goal of the all-day programme is to introduce young people to the 

possibility of quality leisure time in a fun way. 

 

The programme consists of the presentation of cultural and sports clubs, art and music workshops. In 2014, 

this covered 78 sites across 80 000 m2. There were also adrenaline shows on BMX and MTB on U-ramps and 

a funbox taking place in the festival area. Each organisation's stand also presented an appealing programme. 

 

Ladronkafest also offers interesting musical, sport and fun entertainment. An attractive supporting 

programme takes place primarily on the main stage. In addition to interviews with representatives of 

organisations, there are concerts, dance and sport shows. In the evening, the podium belongs to popular 

Czech performers with their concerts, among which there are ongoing lightshows, fireshows or breakdance 

performances. 

 

The programme includes many attractive competitions and several championships in various sports. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Ladronkafest supports children and youth in high-quality leisure time. This helps to combat various 

pathological phenomena in the behaviour of children and youth (eg. youth crime, drugs and other 

addictions, vandalism, aggravated benefit at school, inefficient use of leisure time, etc.). The project tries to 

counter the tendency of children and youth to "just hang out". The festival is an attractive way to show 

them what options they have in their leisure time. At Ladronkafest, they discover what might be fun in their 

free time, which they otherwise would often not find out (for example, because these days being only 

interested in leisure activities is considered among certain groups of young people to  be a sign of weakness 

and obsoleteness). 

 

More information: 

 

Further information on the festival: www.ladronkafest.cz, https://www.facebook.com/Ladronkafest 

Prague (Capital Cities and Regions Network (CCRN)) 

Prague 

6 September 2014 

https://www.facebook.com/Ladronkafest
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"Metropolitan areas in centrope region" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Seminar 

 

Organisers: EUROCITIES, City of Brno, South Moravian Region, centrope 

 

Chair:  Marie Zezůlková, City of Brno 

 

Speakers:   Ivan Tosics, Metropolitan Research Institute, Budapest (keynote) 

 Johannes Lutter, EuropaForum Wien 

 František Kubeš, Ministry of the Regional Development of the Czech Republic 

 Speakers on behalf of Brno, Prague, Vienna, Bratislava, Budapest and Győr 

 

 

Outline: 

 

The local Event of the South Moravian Region introduced and showcased the implementation of 

international cooperation in the form of the crossborder region and provided an opportunity for knowledge 

exchange and best practice transfer. 

It took the form of a half-day seminar which took place just before the official launch of the EUROCITIES 

Economic Development Forum in Brno. Parallel events (numerous working groups, workshops and panel 

discussions attended by both political and administrative representatives of the European cities and regions) 

provided significant synergies and added interest to each of the events. Seminar was organised under the 

double umbrella of the EUROCITIES and centrope initiative as its traditional annual public conference. 

Making it a centrope event allowed the seminar to bring Open Days and their topics back to the region and 

talk about this cross border cooperation in front of a large expert audience. Organising this event as a 

EUROCITIES and centrope joint endeavour enabled all the main themes of Open Days 2014 to be tackled: 

capacity-building being the main goal of the centrope CAPACITY project and both connecting regional 

strategies and territorial cooperation being at the heart of the EUROCITIES and centrope networks. 

 

Representatives of the centrope regions (policy makers as well as regional and local authorities) and 

EUROCITIES partners, interested public. 50 participants. 

 

Quote:   

 

“centrope is a fine example of metropolitan regional cooperation in the specific Central European context.” 

 

South Moravia (Connecting regional strategies across borders) 

Brno 

22 September 2014 
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"Volunteering in the community: how to manage it?" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Národní síť zdravých měst (National Healthy Cities Network), HESTIA – národní 

dobrovolnické centrum (National Voluntary Centre), Vysočina Region, Coordination 

Board of NGOs of Vysočina 

 

Chair:  Jiří Tošner, Head of the HESTIA National Voluntary Centre 

 

Speakers:   Petr Švec –  director, National Healthy Cities Network, Czech Republic 

 Ilze Grintale – Projects and Society Integration Division Education, Culture and 

Sports Department of Riga City Council, Latvia  

 Martin Pavelka – CARDO – National Voluntary Centre, Slovakia 

 Jiří Bína – Vysočina Region, Regional Authority, Department of Social Affairs 

 Hana Rabenhauptová –Prachatice Town Council  

 Lenka Černá – Voluntary centre, Ústí nad Labem (NGO)   

 Tereza Jaklová – FOKUS Vysočina (NGO) 

 Hana Dvořáčková – Střed Třebíč (NGO) 

 Lenka Hájková – Voluntary centre ADRA Frýdek – Místek (NGO) 

 Hana Čadová – Voluntary centre ADRA Havířov (NGO) 

 Jaroslava Pirunčíková – Elim Opava (NGO) 

 Blanka Spilková – Voluntary centre, Regional Charity, Třebíč (NGO)   

 Roman Mezlík – Voluntary centre, Regional Charity, Jihlava (NGO) 

 Jitka Pouzarová, Jan Dolínek – Adato Paradigma (NGO) 

 Officers, Ministry of Interior of the Czech Republic, Department of Crime Prevention 

 

Outline:  

 

This conference formed part of a project by the National Healthy Cities Network in the Czech Republic called 

Volunteering and public service in the community: how to manage it, which is funded by the ESF and the 

national budget. It aspires also to have an international impact. It aims to present volunteering projects of 

international and intergenerational cooperation, i.e. many good practice examples. It aims to inspire further 

progress on volunteering. This two-day event presents volunteering as a contribution to tackling the health 

and social problems of the population including health inequalities. 

 

Vysocina (Equity in Health for European Regions) 

Jihlava 

29-30 September 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The conference was for this year focused mainly on community voluntary work. The speeches covered such 

topics as the functioning of voluntary centres and their programmes, models of cooperation of NGOs and 

local/regional authorities and their successes, the development of voluntary work both in big cities and 

small communities. There were discussions about a new bill on voluntary work. The conference showcased 

many examples of good practice. 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/HESTIA-čiň-dobro-volně/194166743976931 

http://www.kous.cz/konference-dobrovolnictvi-v-obci/ds-1026/p1=1258 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/HESTIA-čiň-dobro-volně/194166743976931
http://www.kous.cz/konference-dobrovolnictvi-v-obci/ds-1026/p1=1258
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DENMARK 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

The Capital region of Denmark (joint event with City of Copenhagen) Copenhagen 

Central Denmark Horsen 

City of Copenhagen (joint event with Capital Region of Denmark) Copenhagen 

Esbjerg Esbjerg 

North Denmark Aaborg 

South Denmark no local event will be organised 

The Region of Southern Denmark Middelfart 

Region Zealand Roskilde 

 

 

 

Denmark's regional partners organised eight local events.  

 

Esbjerg had planned two events: a presentation of Horizon 2020 - What 

are the opportunities for our local companies? And a debate on European 

energy politicies but no information was received. North Denmark had 

planned a conference on "Aalborg as a SMART CITY".  

 

The reports of the Capital Region of Denmark, Central Denmark, the City 

of Copenhagen, Southern Denmark Region and Zealand Region are 

enclosed. 
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"Fehmarnbelt Days 2014" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Baltic Development Forum 

 STRING network 

 Femernbelt Business Council 

 

Chair:  Femernbelt Business Council 

 

Speakers:   Anke Spoorendonk Minister for Justice, Cultural and European Affairs, Schleswig-Holstein  

 Sophie Hæstrop Andersen Chairwoman of the Capital Region of Denmark  

 Jacob Vestergaard Managing Director of STRING 

 Carsten Hansen Minister for Housing, Urban and Rural Affairs for Denmark 

 Trine Spohr, Interreg Germany-Denmark 

 Susanne Koch Interreg Germany-Denmark 

 Connie Hedegaard, European Commissioner for Climate Action 

 

Outline: 

 

Over three days, the Fehmarnbelt Days provide a platform for stakeholders from the emerging Fehmarnbelt 

region and beyond to exchange ideas and experiences, discuss key issues and cross-border collaboration and 

tap into the growth opportunities of the emerging Fehmarnbelt region. The focus of Fehmarnbelt Days 2014 

was on creating connections. Key areas to be addressed were infrastructure, tourism, business, the labour 

market, transport and logistics, and education and research. 

 

STRING, the political cooperation network between the Skåne region in Sweden, the Capital and Zealand 

regions and City of Copenhagen in Denmark and Schleswig Holstein and Hamburg in Germany, is working 

together to create green growth in the corridor between Hamburg and Skåne. 

 

We work on both traditional growth and looking after the environment; we are innovative when it comes to 

sustainable products and processes, and we will optimise the benefit of the new accessibility and mobility 

that derives from the massive investment in the Fehmarnbelt Tunnel and the rail and roads in Denmark and 

Germany. 

 

Step by step, we will move closer in the coming years, discovering each other's sights and culture, eventually 

doing more business, research and innovation together and later perhaps creating a bigger market, a 

common labour and housing market – and having multiplied our options. 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

The Capital region of Denmark (Green Growth consortium) 

Joint event with the City of Copenhagen (Green Growth Consortium) 

Copenhagen 

30 September 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The future Fehmarnbelt region stretches from northern Germany via Denmark to southern Sweden, and is 

home to 8.5 million inhabitants. With increased mobility and exchange we can expect to see an increase in 

business exchange and trade, and the development of a common labour market. 

 

Quote: 

 

Carsten Hansen, Danish Minister for Housing, Urban and Rural Affairs 

 

"During the next days, we are taking important steps towards establishing a strong Fehmarnbelt corridor 

from Northern Germany and Eastern Denmark towards Southern Sweden. I believe that a fixed link between 

Denmark and Germany together with a solid cooperation among the countries will generate a strong 

positive impact on growth and employment in the Fehmarnbelt corridor. We can become an important 

economic hub, if we do things the right way." 

 

Reinhard Sager, Chairman of the Fehmarnbelt Committee: 

 

"The Fehmarn Belt Committee wants to be actively involved in the development process which takes place 

along the Fehmarn Belt axis. We see the Fehmarnbelt Days as a good opportunity to discuss the 

opportunities and development options of the region with the many stakeholders and interested parties, to 

get some creative input and to develop ideas jointly. With this in mind, the Committee's special focus is the 

region between the metropolises of Hamburg and Copenhagen-Malmö." 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/en/video 

http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/en/press/photo 

http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/(EN) 

 

http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/en/video
http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/en/press/photo
http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/
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"Growth & Development in the Region" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Presentations and views by financial, political and analytical experts on the 4 

challenges the region has chosen to focus on in its future Growth & Development 

strategy: competitive performance, climate & resources, welfare and demographics, 

infrastructure & settlement patterns/urbanisation 

 

Organisers: Department of regional development and the international office of the Central 

Denmark Region 

 

Chair:  Mr Bent Hansen, President of the Central Denmark Region 

 

Speakers:   Mr H.C. Østerby, Mayor of the Municipality of Holstebro 

 Mr Jens Lundsgaard, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Division of Business Affairs, 

Ministry of Business & Growth 

 Dr Philipp Schröder, Professor of Economics, University of Aarhus 

 Dr Ove Kaj Pedersen, Professor of Comparative Political Economics, Copenhagen 

Business School 

 

Outline: 

 

The Regional Council and Growth Forum hosted a day of debate and some, at times, provocative talks, by 

experts in the fields of future challenges for growth and development in a global perspective. 

The Growth Forum has 21 members who are appointed by the regional council, the municipalities, the 

educational sector, business organisations and the social partners. Their mandate is to contribute to and 

decide on the strategy and action plans regarding regional business development. The strategy process is 

following the steps of RIS3.  We have so far identified a number of societal challenges that we wish to get as 

many views on as possible, from a wide variety of partners. 

The local Open Days event served as a kick off event ahead of a series of seminars, workshops and expert 

interviews, under headings such as bio-economics, climate, resources, competitive performance, education 

& further education, welfare & urbanisation. The outcomes will form the basis of the region’s new Growth & 

Development Strategy, to be published during 2015. 

The scope of the event was to zoom in on the most prevalent challenges the region, is facing, and ought to 

face head-on in order to come up with strategies for a stronger future. Challenges not dealt with could be 

missed opportunities long-term. 

 

Representatives of the Growth Forum, local and regional politicians, analysts, local business development 

centres, financial experts and regional development officers. 90 participants in total. 

Central Denmark (Smart Partnerships for Jobs and Growth) 

Horsens 

11 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The Central Denmark Region and all of its stakeholders must continue to communicate and collaborate to 

create strategies for a stronger future. We have to focus more on compatibility with regions and areas 

globally, to ensure that our efforts have a competitive advantage. One conclusion seemed to be, that no 

strategy is lasting; it is, however, a continually changing tool, which must be as flexible and adaptable to 

change as possible, while keeping the overall focus on our most immediate challenges. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Joint solutions to mutual challenges!” 
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"Fehmarnbelt Days 2014" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Baltic Development Forum 

 STRING network 

 Fehmarnbelt Business Council 

 

Chair:  Fehmarnbelt Business Council 

 

Speakers:   Anke Spoorendonk Minister for Justice, Cultural and European Affairs, Schleswig-Holstein  

 Sophie Hæstrop Andersen Chairwoman of the Capital Region of Denmark  

 Jacob Vestergaard Managing Director of STRING 

 Carsten Hansen Minister for Housing, Urban and Rural Affairs for Denmark 

 Trine Spohr, Interreg Germany-Denmark 

 Susanne Koch Interreg Germany-Denmark 

 Connie Hedegaard, European Commissioner for Climate Action  

 

Outline: 

 

Over three days, the Fehmarnbelt Days provide a platform for stakeholders from the emerging Fehmarnbelt 

region and beyond to exchange ideas and experiences, discuss key issues and cross-border collaboration and 

tap into the growth opportunities of the emerging Fehmarnbelt region. The focus of Fehmarnbelt Days 2014 

was on creating connections. Key areas to be addressed were infrastructure, tourism, business, the labour 

market, transport and logistics, and education and research. 

 

STRING, the political cooperation network between the Skåne region in Sweden, the Capital and Zealand 

regions and City of Copenhagen in Denmark and Schleswig Holstein and Hamburg in Germany, is working 

together to create green growth in the corridor between Hamburg and Skåne. 

 

We work on both traditional growth and looking after the environment; we are innovative when it comes to 

sustainable products and processes, and we will optimise the benefit of the new accessibility and mobility 

that derives from the massive investment in the Fehmarnbelt Tunnel and the rail and roads in Denmark and 

Germany. 

 

Step by step, we will move closer in the coming years, discovering each other's sights and culture, eventually 

doing more business, research and innovation together and later perhaps creating a bigger market, a 

common labour and housing market – and having multiplied our options. 

City of Copenhagen (Green Growth consortium) 

Joint event with the Capital region of Denmark (Green Growth consortium) 

Copenhagen 

1 October 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The future Fehmarnbelt Region stretches from northern Germany via Denmark to southern Sweden, and is 

home to 8.5 million inhabitants. With increased mobility and exchange we can expect to see an increase in 

business exchange and trade, and the development of a common labour market. 

 

Quote: 

 

Carsten Hansen, Danish Minister for Housing, Urban and Rural Affairs 

 

"During the next days, we are taking important steps towards establishing a strong Fehmarnbelt corridor 

from Northern Germany and Eastern Denmark towards Southern Sweden. I believe that a fixed link between 

Denmark and Germany together with a solid cooperation among the countries will generate a strong 

positive impact on growth and employment in the Fehmarnbelt corridor. We can become an important 

economic hub, if we do things the right way." 

 

Reinhard Sager, Chairman of the Fehmarnbelt Committee: 

 

"The Fehmarn Belt Committee wants to be actively involved in the development process which takes place 

along the Fehmarn Belt axis. We see the Fehmarnbelt Days as a good opportunity to discuss the 

opportunities and development options of the region with the many stakeholders and interested parties, to 

get some creative input and to develop ideas jointly. With this in mind, the Committee's special focus is the 

region between the metropolises of Hamburg and Copenhagen-Malmö." 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/en/video 

http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/en/press/photo 

http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/(EN) 

 

http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/en/video
http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/en/press/photo
http://www.fehmarnbeltdays.com/
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"Health IT and telemedicine at Danish hospitals – does it work 

and how do we ensure patient involvement and empowerment?" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Centre for Innovative Medical Technology, Odense University Hospital and University of 

Southern Denmark. Lea Bohn, Innovation Consultant/Event coordinator and Claus Duedal 

Pedersen, Chief Innovation Officer 

 

Chair:  Claus Duedal Pedersen, Chief Innovation Officer, Odense University Hospital (OUH) and 

CIMT 

 Peder Jest, Executive Director at OUH, Chief Medical Officer and Chief Information Officer 

 Kim Brixen, Executive Director at OUH, Chief Medical Officer 

 

Speakers:   Keynotes and panelists: 

 Christel Schaldemose, MEP 

 Erik Jylling, Health Director, Organisation of Danish Regions 

 James Ferguson, Professor, Clinical Lead, Scottish Centre for Telehealth and Telecare 

 John Gabriel, Senior Manager, Accenture Health and Public Services 

 Nanna Skovgaard, Head of Division at the Ministry of Health Denmark 

 Jan Stener Jørgensen, Professor, MD, Chief Obstetrician 

 Johannes Flensted-Jensen, Chairman of the Board, the Danish Lung Association 

 Peder Jest, Director at OUH, Chief Medical Officer and Chief Information Officer 

 Hans Erik Henriksen, CEO of Healthcare Denmark 

 Session speakers – selected based on abstract submission: 

 16 researchers and health technology professionals from hospitals and regions all over 

Denmark who all presented results of projects and implementation of new technologies 

 

Outline: 

 

In the coming years, Danish hospitals will be investing heavily in health IT and telemedicine to optimise the 

existing work flows in the hospitals and the patient services.  

But what are the experiences and knowledge already harvested when it comes to development, use and 

implementation of health IT and telemedicine – what works and what doesn't? How do we include the 

patients and users in the development of these new technologies, and what is the benefit for patients? And 

how do we ensure efficient and appropriate implementation and organisational development when it comes 

to introducing these services in the daily operation? 

The Region of Southern Denmark (Patients' new touch on Healthcare) 

Middelfart 

17 November2014 
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To examine this and share experiences across Denmark, the Centre for Innovative Medical Technology 

(CIMT), a joint research and development unit between Odense University Hospital and the University of 

Southern Denmark, held a national conference in November.  

 

At the conference, experiences with health IT and telemedicine from hospitals in the 5 Danish regions were 

presented in the form of results from research projects and practical experience, under three themes:  

1. Evaluation of health it and telemedicine 

2. Patient involvement in the development and use of innovative IT 

3. Implementation and organisational development – best practice and good examples. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The conference was a very positive experience as it had a focus on actual results based on real experiences – 

not talk about expectations and upcoming pilots. The presentations showed that it IS possible to implement 

new technology for the benefit of staff and patients, but we have to be realistic about the expectations of 

new technology – it takes time and effort, users need to be involved from start to finish and one 

device/technology will not magically save lives and money from one day to the next. We must be patient 

and keep building on the good experiences and best practice. 

 

Quote: 

 

“It was immensely valuable to hear people talk about their results and actual experiences – both positive 

and negative – now there is a foundation to build on for future implementation of health IT for the benefit 

of patients and staff". 

 

More information: 

 

Only available in Danish: 

http://cimt.dk/events/konference-2014/ 

 

 

 

http://cimt.dk/events/konference-2014/
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"Bioenergy Zealand project" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Final Conference 

 

Organisers: Energy Cluster Zealand 

 Roskilde University 

 

Chair:  Flemming Goldberg-Larsen, Energy Cluster Zealand 

 

Speakers:   Prof. Tyge Kjær, Roskilde University, Region Zealand, Denmark 

 Director Martin Holgaard, Town, culture and the environment, Roskilde 

Municipality, Region Zealand, Denmark 

 Ph.d. Jur. Flemming Goldberg-Larsen, Energy Cluster Zealand, Region Zealand, 

Denmark 

 

Outline: 

 

The transition to renewable energy can provide an affordable supply of heating to citizens and new jobs in 

agriculture and other industries. At the final conference of the 2 year Bioenergy Zealand project supported 

by ERDF, specific cases showcased the potential across the Zealand region for exploiting local biomass 

resources. 

Participants were placed at tables according to their geography and given the opportunity to discuss the 

specific cases for their area with experts, business and academia. The conference therefore provided a 

unique opportunity to meet key stakeholders and discuss future measures and potential for green growth. 

Specifically, cases included: 

 • the mapping of 128 villages where home-owners can achieve economic returns by changing from 

individual oil-burners to a common village biomass supply; 

• detailed knowledge of where and when bioenergy facilities can prove more financially feasible than fossil 

fuels or other RE facilities; 

• a broad range of specific suggestions for small and large-scale bioenergy production facilities; biogas, 

communal heat from biomass, locally integrated energy supply and the transition of city-scale energy supply 

The goal of the conference was to determine how to use the results of Bioenergy Zealand to build the next 

steps towards the transition to RE and green growth. Information on financing and how to minimise the 

preparation phase was further touched on. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Region Zealand continues to develop its biomass potential for local job creation, green energy and cheaper 

heat supply. The different elements of the Bioenergy Zealand project will be further developed and 

implemented. 

Region Zealand (Green Growth consortium) 

Køge 

30 September 2014 
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Quote: 

 

“The jobs are disappearing from Region Zealand – so the question is ’what are we waiting for?’ We are 

waiting for the banks and politicians – because at local level the resources we need (to transition) are 

already there” Prof. Tyge Kjær, Roskilde University, Zealand.  

 

”We need to turn to local engagement. We need to move away from central units and decentralise more 

and include the citizens so that they are engaged in the transition and feel ownership” president of the 

committee for planning and technique, Stevns Municipality, Flemming Petersen. 

 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.xn--bioenergisjlland-4ob.dk/Film/film-gartneri.html 

http://www.xn--bioenergisjlland-4ob.dk/Film/film-havdrup.html 

 

www.bioenergisjaelland.dk (DK)  

http://www.zealanddenmark.eu/blog/nyhed/lokal-energi-kan-sikre-europas-energisikkerhed/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bioenergisjælland.dk/Film/film-gartneri.html
http://www.bioenergisjælland.dk/Film/film-havdrup.html
http://www.zealanddenmark.eu/blog/nyhed/lokal-energi-kan-sikre-europas-energisikkerhed/
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ESTONIA 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Tallinn City no local event organised 
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FINLAND 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Helsinki-Uusimaa Region Helsinki 

Kymenlaakso Hamina 

South Karelia  Lappeenranta 

Southwest Finland Lieto 

 

In Finland, regional partners had planned to organise four local events.  

 

Helsinki-Uusimaa Region had planned a seminar on "Climate-Proof City – 

Tools for Planning (ILKKA) project" but did not provide any information.  

 

The reports of Kymenlaakso, South Karelia and Southwest Finland are 

enclosed. 
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"Regular meeting of key stakeholders of Kymenlaakso County" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Information and discussion 

 

Organisers: Regional Council of Kymenlaakso 

 

Chair:  Mr Juha Haapaniemi, Region Mayor, Regional Council of Kymenlaakso 

 

Speakers:   Mr Juha Haapaniemi, Region Mayor, Regional Council of Kymenlaakso 

 Juhani Pekkola PhD., Kymenlaakso University of Applied Sciences 

 

Outline: 

 

The population in Europe is constantly ageing. The birth rate in Finland in 2013 was at the level of 1.75 which 

is significantly lower than the minimum sustainable rate of 2.1. The birth rate is also low in other European 

countries, with the 27 EU countries averaging at 1.59 in 2009. The desired number of children among Finns is 

2.6. Average shortage is 0.85 children. Most likely the structure is the same overall in Europe. 

 

The constant deterioration of the dependency ratio will inevitably lead to the collapse of the private and 

public economy and the structures of society. It has to be discussed what kind of future we are pursuing and 

what we would like to avoid. At the present birth rate, the ongoing ageing of population and deterioration of 

the dependency rate are endless processes that foster each other.  

 

The results of a preliminary empirical study by Kymenlaakso University of Applied Sciences suggest that 

family planning among young people is tightly related to work and studies, as well as matters of lifestyle. It is 

essential to conduct a comparative survey on this subject. The reconciliation of work and family life as well as 

family life and studies of young adults must be emphasised; information on reproductive health must be 

made available, especially to men; pregnant women and their families must be supported; the public 

communication that is partly deemed intolerant towards children must be analysed; and information on 

child-promoting family policies must be increased. It is necessary to further explore the prospects and means 

to achieve the objectives of citizens and family policies related to the birth rate. We have to assess policy 

actions on these areas. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The demographic structure of Europe is ageing and turning to contraction. Prolonged years of living will 

maintain the level of the population for some years to come before absolutely decreasing, but the 

dependency rate is already weakening and the gap of sustainability will deepen in the future. This will 

endlessly reduce opportunities for social reallocation.    

 

Kymenlaakso (Regions for demographic change) 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Hamina 

19 September 2014 
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Demographic and social disasters are not fate. There is a social and ethical reason to develop social policy 

and health care services in order to better support the family goals of young generation. This will give 

opportunities for sustainable society and wellbeing for generations to come. 

 

More information: 

 

https://publications.theseus.fi/handle/10024/37407 

http://www.kymenlaakso.fi/liitto 

http://www.kyamk.fi 

 

https://publications.theseus.fi/handle/10024/37407
http://www.kymenlaakso.fi/liitto
http://www.kyamk.fi/
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"Deployment of SUSTAINS services in Social and Health care" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  eService Conference 

 

Organisers: South Karelia Social and Health Care District and Medi-It 

 

Chair:  Day 1: Riitta Lehtonen, Manager of ICT-services, South Karelia Social and Health Care District 

 Day 2: Minna Lignell, Project Manager, South Karelia Social and Health Care District 

 

Speakers:   Day 1: 

 Eero Raunio, Senior lead, the Finnish Innovation Fund, Sitra 

 Minna Lignell, Projektipäällikkö, Eksote 

 Sami Säisä, Lead consultant, Nice-business Consulting Oy 

 Henna Granqvist, IT management coordinator, Eksote  

 Riitta Lehtonen, Manager of ICT-services, Eksote 

 Katja Rääpysjärvi, Project manager, Eksote  

 Marjukka Ervelius, Project worker, Eksote 

 Merja Tepponen, Director of development, Eksote 

 Day 2:  

 Esa Saarinen, professor, philosopher 

 Toni Suihko, Chief Information officer, Eksote 

 

Outline: 

 

On 14 and 15 October an eService conference was held in South Karelia, Lappeenranta. South Karelia Social 

and Health Care District´s (Eksote) local event was focused on deployment of the eServices in social and 

health care. During the event, existing local eServices were reviewed and participants explored designing 

different ways to use them in health care units and hospitals. eServices were presented by local project 

officers and specialists from different companies.  

The event was aimed at national- and local-level social and health care decision-makers, directors, 

professionals, the social partners and project partners from South Karelia. The event was attended by over 

100 participants interested in eServices or in working with them. The event received good feedback and the 

participants were satisfied with its content. 

 

More information:   

 

http://www.eksote.fi/fi/eksote/tutkimus_kehittaminen/sivut/sahkoisen_asioinnin_seminaari.aspx 

 

South Karelia (Patients' new touch on Healthcare) 

Lappeenranta 

14-15 October 2014 

http://www.eksote.fi/fi/eksote/tutkimus_kehittaminen/sivut/sahkoisen_asioinnin_seminaari.aspx
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"Air Quality and Fine Particles" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Seminar 

 

Organisers: Valonia, Europe Direct Varsinais-Suomi, The Regional Council of Southwest Finland 

 

Chair:  Antti Numminen, Valonia 

 

Speakers:   Krista Taipale, Europan office of Turku and Southwest Finland  

 Miika Meretoja, air protection expert, City of Turku 

 Raimo O. Salonen, Chief Doctor, Docent, National Institute for Health and Welfare 

 Veli-Pekka Tynkkynen, PhD, Docent, Professor of Energy Policy in Russia, University of 

Helsinki, Aleksanteri Institute 

 Jarkko Tissari, PhD, Fine Particle and Aerosol Technology Laboratory (FINE), University of 

Eastern Finland 

 Vesa Salminen, CEO, Warma Uunit Oy  

 Aki Aarinen, Development Manager, Warma Uunit Oy  

 

Outline: 

 

The aim of the seminar was to discuss improving air quality and managing fine particles in the Turku and 

Southwest Finland region. The EU 2020 strategy  (sustainable development),  the EU´s targets for low-

carbon energy  and  managing climate change served as the backdrop for this discussion. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Climate policy plays an important role in the European Union. The long-term target is to cut climate 

emissions by 80-95 per cent. Small-scale wood burning plays one part in achieving this target. 

In Turku city, the air quality has been monitored now for 25 years. The measurement of sulphur dioxide 

began in 1989 in seven stations. At the time the problem was acid rain. Nowadays there are 8 measuring 

stations which are monitoring mainly nitrogen oxide and small scale particles. In 25 years, the air quality in 

the Turku region has improved a lot. Traffic is the greatest polluter and small-scale wood burning comes 

next. 

When it comes to Finnish forests in connection with climate emissions, they are a double-edged sword; on 

the one hand they curb climate change by binding the coal. Wood can also be used to replace fossil fuel. On 

the other hand, fine particle emissions, especially from small-scale wood burning, are a major 

environmental health problem. The greatest problem is in big cities together with detached and terraced 

areas. In sparsely populated countryside, wood can be used with or without looser emission reductions, but 

urban areas should have reductions along the lines of the smoke-control zones in the UK. The Health 

Protection Act empowers municipalities to issue these kinds of regulations.  

Southwest Finland (Alliance for smart maritime industries) 

Lieto 

4 November 2014 
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Notwithstanding all of the above, the air quality in Finland is mainly quite good. So research and results 

about small-scale wood burning and fine particle emissions should not be read too emotionally. Nobody 

wants to ban cabin sauna heating. Although there is an urgent need for emission reductions for new hearths 

and furnaces. The quickest way to emission reductions is the right use of current wood-burning devices and 

the use of good quality dry wood. 

 

More information: 

 

Link to presentations or copy-paste the following text to your browser’s address bar 

http://www.turku.fi/public/default.aspx?contentid=320865&nodeid=18248 

 

 

http://www.turku.fi/public/default.aspx?contentid=320865&nodeid=18248
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FRANCE 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Aquitaine Bayonne 

Aude Carcassonne 

Auvergne Clermont-Ferrand 

Centre Region Orléans 

Deux Sèvres no local event organised 

Gironde Bordeaux 

Île-de-France Region Créteil 

Languedoc-Roussillon Region no local event organised 

Nord-Pas de Calais Region Lille 

Pays de la Loire Montoir-de-Bretagne 

Rhône-Alpes Lyon 

Rhône-Alpes Bourg-en-Bresse 

Upper Normandy no local event organised 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

Club Europe Sud Rhône-Alpes Valence 

Mons 2015 Foundation Paris 

 

In France, thirteen regional partners had planned local events. On top of 

these, two independent partners had also planned an event.  

 

Aquitaine intended to organise a crossborder B2B meeting onMobility and 

Intelligent Transports Systems. Deux Sèvres did not provide any 

information. Gironde had planned a seminar on “The Youth Employment 

Initiative: the European Social Fund supporting youth employment” but 

did not provide the results. Languedoc-Roussillon Region did not provide 

any information on a planned event.  

 

The independent partner Club Europe Sud Rhône-Alpes organised a 

conference but did not provide the results. 

 

The reports of Aude, Auvergne, Centre Region, Ile-de-France, Nord-Pas 

de Calais, Pays de la Loire, Rhône-Alpes and Mons 2015 Foundation are 

enclosed. 
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"Bring Solidarities abroad is an objective for sustainable development 

of our territories: Cooperation and Inclusion: build common 

solutions to a shared challenge" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Assises of Decentralised Cooperation for development in Aude 

 

Organisers: Département de l’Aude 

 

Chair:   Michelle PASTEUR, cooperation expert, Moderator 

 

Speakers:   Annick GIRARDIN, Secrétaire d'Etat au Développement et à la Francophonie, auprès du 

Ministre des Affaires étrangères et du Développement international de la France 

 André VIOLA, Président du Département de l’Aude 

 Hervé BARO, Vice-Président du Département de l’Aude, en charge de l’Europe et de 

l’international 

 Giovanni CAMILLERI, représentant du PNUD, Bruxelles 

 Christophe CHAILLOU, Délégué général de l’AFCCRE  

 Roland BIACHE, Délégué général de Solidarité Laïque 

 Houda ODEIMI, CGLU Liban-Bureau Technique des Villes Libanaises 

 Sandrine DECROIX, coordinatrice Maison des Jeunes et de la Culture de Narbonne Plage 

 

Outline: 

 

The Département of Aude held a political debate on the role of social and territorial solidarity in international 

cooperation between local authorities within the framework of a strong evolution of international 

cooperation between local authorities and their partners. 

Last summer, a French law on development and international solidarity was adopted to increase the 

legitimacy of local authorities and their territorial partners in international and territorial cooperation. 

This evolution will happen when the UN builds its post-2015 development agenda and Global Goals target 

for Sustainable Development (ODD) that recognise the essential role of the local level. 

The inclusion policy of the Departments represents one of the three pillars of the future post-2015 agenda. 

The debate took place after the presentation of a multi-stakeholder study focused on social inclusion in the 

external action of local authorities carried out by the Assemblée des Départements de France. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Today, in both North and South, the fight against poverty and exclusion of all kinds are challenges to all, 

without anyone having finally solved the problem.  

On the contrary, the situation of global crises and the profound changes in our societies tend to question 

the solutions developed in recent decades by the Western world, now more than ever faced with rising 

inequality and impoverishment of an increasing share of its population. 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Aude (Local Intermediate Authorities together for a smart and efficient growth) 

Carcassonne 

18 November 2014 
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The economic and social inclusion projects serve then now to promote shared solutions to common 

challenges and not to export in the other made solutions. 

 

Quote: 

 

“It is the solidarity policies, when they exist, that allow to accompany, to face, to overcome societal and 

economic transitions”. 
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"European cooperation in the Auvergne: get ready for the next projects!" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Regional Council of Auvergne 

 

Chair:  Séverine Reynès, Head of European Development Department, Regional Council of 

Auvergne 

 

Speakers:   Jean-Michel Guerre – Vice-president, Regional Council of Auvergne 

 Séverine Bressaud – Host, Eureka 21 

 Patricia Di Biase – NCP Interreg Europe South of France, IEV MED and MED programme 

 Isabelle Roger – SUDOE JTS director 

 Bérengère Bougué – policy officer LEADER, Regional Council of Auvergne 

 Marianne Brun – Rural Network leader, Regional Council of Auvergne  

 Frédéric Müller –Director of the Department of European Affairs, Regional Council of 

Auvergne 

 Thomas Ducloutrier – Project Manager, CRDTA 

 José Alba – Project Manager, IFMA 

 Gérard Beaume – Project Manager, Le Puy en Velay urban community 

 Yveline Dubillon – Project Manager, LEADER cooperation project 

 Franck Alcaraz – Deputy Director General, Economic Development and Auvergne 

attractivity, Regional Council of Auvergne 

 

Outline: 

 

As a region, the Auvergne is not naturally open towards other foreign regions and cities. Due to the central 

location of the region in the centre of France, most of the local players have not developed any habits of 

transnational cooperation. Taking the new programing period as an opportunity to create a dynamic of 

European cooperation, the Regional Council of Auvergne has chosen to broadly communicate the next 

generation programme. 

On 25 November, the conference shed light on the opportunities given by the new programmes to local 

stakeholders. With the ambition of working ahead of the call for proposals, the Regional Council of 

Auvergne gathered a panel of both programmes experts and project managers. The former were expected 

to deliver key information to the audience, while the latter shared their experience in European cooperation 

programmes.  

The large audience was composed of representatives of many different structures, such as universities, 

clusters, local administrations and consular chambers. This diversity served the purpose of our event and 

helped properly disseminate key information to local players. 

Auvergne (Regions promoting social inclusion) 

Clermont-Ferrand 

25 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The local event can be considered a success. Thanks to the large audience and the quality of the panel, we 

managed to address the key issue in the Auvergne: the lack of information for stakeholders. All of the 

feedback was positives and underlined the quality of the speakers and the information they shared. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.auvergnecentrelimousin.eu/accueil/64-auvergne/1600-2014-12-18-08-32-06 

 

 

http://www.auvergnecentrelimousin.eu/accueil/64-auvergne/1600-2014-12-18-08-32-06
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"European cooperation: a tool for the Strategy for Research and 

Innovation for Smart Specialisation" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Seminar - European Mornings 

 

Organisers: Region Centre 

 

Chair:  Ms Karine GLOANEC MAURIN, Deputy President of the Regional Council Centre 

 

Speakers:   M. Frédéric PINNA, Directeur de l’ARITT  

 M. Olivier BRUNET, Administrateur, DG Recherche et innovation, Commission 

européenne 

 Mme Sophie LOQUEN, Claire SAOUT, ADEME, Point de contact national 

 Mme Caroline GAUTHIER, Point de Contact national   INTERREG B  

 M. Christophe ULIASZ, Autorité nationale Interreg Europe 

 Mme Gonda de BRUIN, Responsable EEN (Europe Enterprise Network), Chambre de 

Commerce et d’Industrie Région Centre 

 M. Eric GOMEZ, Directeur régional du BRGM Centre et le Directeur inter-régional 

Centre-Ouest 

 M. Nicola FAZZALARI, Directeur scientifique du Studium 

 Mme Gaëtane SUZENET, Directrice générale du pôle de compétitivité DREAM 

 

Outline: 

 

The seminar was aimed at showcasing how European cooperation programmes might support the regional 

smart strategy. The synergy between the Structural Funds and EU sectoral programmes was highlighted. Two 

round tables focused on two potential areas for regional specialisation. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

There is an increased complementarity between the different European tools (European Investment and 

Structural Funds, EU programmes) that support innovation. 

 

Quote: 

 

“The European Union helps our region to become smartly specialised” 

 

More information: 

 

www.regioncentre.fr 

www.auvergnecentrelimousin.eu 

Centre Region (Regions for Smart Cooperation) 

Orléans 

30 September 2014 

http://www.regioncentre.fr/
http://www.auvergnecentrelimousin.eu/
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"Meeting of the coordinating body for the departmental plan 

for higher education and research" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Info Day 

 

Organisers: Val-de-Marne county council 

 

Chair:  Liliane Pierre, Vice-president in charge of public services, human resources, 

research and higher education, Val-de-Marne county council 

 Dr Dorothée Ingert, Head of mission higher education and research, Val-de-Marne 

county council 

 

Speakers:   Dr Dorothée Ingert, Head of mission higher education and research, Val-de-Marne 

county council  

 Alexandre Aumis, Director, CROUS of Créteil 

 Françoise Chotard, Director, Île-de-France Europe 

 Cédric Daumas, Policy officer Île-de-France Europe 

 Laure Antoniotti, Policy officer, Île-de-France Europe 

 

Outline: 

 

The Île-de-France local event was aimed at raising awareness among higher education stakeholders 

regarding two major topics: student housing and European projects. The main goal pursued by the 

stakeholders gathered together for the event was to put heads together and decide on common working 

methods and projects to be brought to the European level. 

 

The first part of the conference addressed the question of student housing, identified as a priority in the Val-

de-Marne territory. The session’s goal was to draw attention to this issue as well as to brainstorm on 

solutions that could be quickly implemented. A presentation of the current situation in Île-de-France was 

given by the head of the CROUS, the regional structure in charge of housing for students. The participants 

discussed measures to be implemented to improve the situation and agreed on creating a task force to work 

on housing-related issues. 

 

The second part of the conference was dedicated to European funding available for universities. The first 

presentation gave an overview of funding opportunities offered to higher education and local authorities 

within the Horizon 2020 programme, notably the fast-track to innovation strand. A second presentation gave 

information on the funding possibilities offered by Erasmus+ for cooperation between businesses and 

universities. The presentation focused on knowledge alliances, a new instrument of the Erasmus+ 

programme.   

Île-de-France Region (Capital Cities and Regions Network (CCRN)) 

Créteil 

27 November 2014 
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These presentations were complemented by a presentation on the upcoming regional ERDF-ESF operational 

programme for Île-de-France and more specifically on the support offered to research and innovation in this 

framework.   

 

Conclusions:   

 

This meeting showed that there is a real interest in European affairs and programmes in the Val-de-Marne 

territory but sometimes a lack of information. The local event was the perfect opportunity to provide 

stakeholders with a better understanding of European funding programmes. It also gave the various 

participants the opportunity to get together and exchange ideas for potential future projects. The 

coordinating body of the departmental plan for higher education and research will continue its work to 

ensure good cooperation between universities and local authorities in the field of European affairs. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Research and higher education are key to developing our territory and European programmes can 

definitely help us to be more innovative and create new opportunities for the population”. 
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"Horizon 2020 Energy and Environment" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  European brokerage event on Horizon 2020 Energy and Environment 

 

Organisers: J’innove network, the Regional council of the Nord-Pas de Calais, ERRIN Network, 

Horizon 2020 Energy and Environment NCPs and Tandem project (Interreg IVA 

France-Wallonie-Vlaanderen). 

 

Chair:  Jean-Marie Pruvot, Nord France Innovation Développement 

 

Speakers: Sandrine Rousseau, Vice-President in charge of Research and Higher education, 

Nord-Pas de Calais Regional Council 

 Stefaan Matton, Managing Director of the West Flanders Development Agency 

 Sophie Loquen & Claire Saout, Horizon 2020 Energy and Environment National 

Contact Point, ADEME 

 Lieven VANDEVELDE, University of Gent 

 Simone HAFNER, Ministry of Environment of North Rhine-Westphalia 

 Florian CARRÉ, Horizon 2020 Energy and Environment NCP, NCP Wallonie 

 Carlos PEREIRA, cd2e 

 Charlotte BOECKAERT, Vlakwa 

 Tristan DEBUIGNE, TEAM2 

 Anna ERSHOVA, Nord France Innovation Développement 

 

Outline: 

 

Nord-Pas de Calais is the region at the very heart of Europe. Within a 300 km radius of Lille (the capital city of 

Nord-Pas de Calais) there are more than 78 million inhabitants and 5 European capitals accessible with less 

than 3 hours of transport. What is more, the research and industrial intensity of the territory is very high and 

creates a fertile basis for innovation growth.  

The European brokerage event was organised in order to connect research and innovation stakeholders with 

companies and entrepreneurs.  

The networking was aimed at fostering new partnerships able to bring solutions to Europe's energy and 

environment challenges while participating in the Energy and Environment collaborative projects of the 

Horizon 2020 framework programme. 

The participants had the opportunity to discuss and present their project ideas or competences during 

thematic workshops. The brokerage event was also an opportunity to meet potential partners during the 

bilateral meetings as well as European funding experts at stands. 

Nord-Pas de Calais Region (Regions for Smart Cooperation) 

Lille 

9 October 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

Initiated by Nord-Pas de Calais, the brokerage event has mobilised five European regions as well as the 

European wide network of regions (ERRIN). 

Thanks to the large international partnership, the geographical position of Lille and the Open Days 

dynamics, the brokerage event gathered participants from 27 countries (most coming from France, Belgium 

and the United Kingdom).  

More than 220 meetings enabled participants to discuss common energy and environmental challenges, as 

well as collaboration options for finding new solutions. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Innovate and collaborate for new solutions to our energy and environment challenges” 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.b2match.eu/brokerage-h2020 

 

 

 

 

https://www.b2match.eu/brokerage-h2020
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"Technocampus Smart Factory" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Opening ceremony 

 

Organisers: Pays de la Loire Region / Technocampus association 

 

Chair:   Jacques Auxiette, President of the Regional Council 

 Christophe Clergeau, First Vice-President of the Regional Council 

 

Speakers: Henri-Michel Comet, Prefect of the region (representative of state) 

 Michèle Lemaitre, Mayor of Montoir-de-Bretagne 

 David Samzun, Mayor of Saint-Nazaire and President of Saint-Nazaire metropolitan area 

(CARENE) 

 Gérald Lignon, Director of Saint-Nazaire Airbus factory and President of Jules Verne Institute 

of Research and Technology 

 Karine Daniel, Vice-President of Nantes metropolitan area (Nantes Métropole) 

 

Outline: 

 

The new industrial virtual reality centre “Technocampus Smart Factory” is a cutting edge digital platform 

connected to the Jules Verne Institute of Research and Technology. It will be a vital tool for the region’s 

innovators and will find many cross-sector applications: in aviation, marine construction and shipbuilding 

(and therefore the marine renewable energies), and land transportation. Located in the heart of the Saint-

Nazaire industrial zone, the “Technocampus Smart Factory” is conceived as complementary to the existing 

plant and organisations already located in the Pays de la Loire: the Clarte regional innovation platform at 

Laval, and the Technocampus Composites and Océan, etc. 

The opening ceremony for the centre provided an opportunity to highlight the co-funding by the European 

Regional Development Fund (ERDF), representing EUR 2.15 million (25% of the eligible costs). 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Big companies such as Airbus, STX, many SMEs, and stakeholders in the marine renewable energy sector 

have already expressed their interest in the platform, which will enable these regional players to increase 

their competitive edge, and encourage collaborative working, as they digitise their production technologies.   

 

Quote: 

 

"Virtual reality is a technological revolution within the industry" 

 

 

Pays de la Loire (Alliance for smart maritime industries) 

Montoir-de-Bretagne 

14 November 2014 
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More information: 

 

Articles in newspapers and radio broadcasts. 
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"Feeding the planet: what does it mean? 

What are the key challenges? " 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Workshop 

 

Organisers: Rhône-Alpes region 

 

Chair:  Annie Augier, Consultancy firm Iddest 

 

Speakers:   Jean-Jack Queyranne, President of Rhône-Alpes Region 

 Fabrizio Sala, Under-secretary, Lombardy Region, in charge of Expo Milano 2015 

and of internationalisation of companies 

 Michel Grégoire, Vice-president of Rhône-Alpes region, in charge of agriculture and 

rural development 

 Marion Guillou, French agronomist, president of Agreenium 

 Eric Dargent, project leader Biovallée 

 Michel Heimann, Director SAFER Rhône-Alpes 

 Nicolas Bertrand, Director Organics Clusters 

 Anne-Claire Vial, President Drôme Chamber of agriculture 

 

Outline: 

 

This first Open days 2014 local event organised by Rhône-Alpes region was the introductory event of a cycle 

of 5 regional conferences preparing for the involvement of the region in Expo Milano 2015. It was an 

opportunity to have a sort of preliminary exchange on the major theme of Expo Milano: feeding the planet. 

The president of the region welcomed the participation of Mr Sala, Assessore of the the Lombardy Region, 

who introduced the objectives and issues of this worldwide event. 

Food challenges were the main issue explored by the speakers. Alternative solutions to the dominant pattern 

were presented; developed in Rhône-Alpes, they aim to ensure that agricultural supply is better matched to 

the growth of food demand and at the same time ensure sustainable production. 

Food security, land use, organic farming, innovation and water management were addressed through 

regional initiatives and considered in the light of work done by scientists. Finally, an exhibition of good 

initiatives and practices illustrated the exchanges and showcased regional innovative examples. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The food challenge is a global concern which is a matter for politicians as well as scientists, professionals of 

the food sector, and also consumers. It extends beyond the issue “of feeding the planet”, as an 

environmental challenge that relates in particular to water management, the richness of biodiversity and 

the diversity of landscapes, and the protection of agricultural land. It is also a territorial challenge in terms of 

useful agricultural surface area lost due to increasing urbanisation. Rhône-Alpes has developed alternative 

Rhône-Alpes (Motors for Growth) 

Lyon 

15 September 2014 
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solutions not only in terms of land management, but also in terms of various policies and regional schemes 

that take account of these considerations. 

 

Quote: 

 

To feed the planet and to fight hunger, the contribution of each region will be necessary. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.rhonealpes.fr/1164-rencontres-milan-2015.htm#par29721 

 

 

http://www.rhonealpes.fr/1164-rencontres-milan-2015.htm#par29721
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"Nutrition, food and health" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference & activities/exhibition 

 

Organisers: Rhône-Alpes region 

 

Chair:  Annie Augier, Consultancy firm Iddest 

 

Speakers:   Guillaume Lacroix, Vice-president Ain General Council 

 Alain Chabrolle, Vice-president of Rhône-Alpes region in charge of health and the 

environment 

 Jean-François Debat, Vice-president of Rhône-Alpes region in charge of finance and 

decentralisation, mayor of Bourg-en-Bresse 

 Marine Laville, professor of nutrition University Lyon 1, director of the Centre for 

European nutrition and health (CENS) 

 Jean-Michel Chardigny, director unit food nutrition, INRA Clermont-Ferrand 

 Nadège Perret, NOVALIM, Alimentec 

 Agnès Giboreau, research director, Paul Bocuse Institute 

 

Outline: 

 

This second Open Days local event of the Rhône-Alpes region was organised in close cooperation with the  

agri-food and biotechnology research pole Alimentec. It was the second conference of the cycle of 5 regional 

meetings preparing for the involvement of the region in Expo Milano 2015 (1 May-30 June).  

The exchanges focused on two challenges that are closely linked: nutrition and health. The theme of the 

conference was: how to feed the planet with stable population growth in a way that guarantees the 

nutritional qualities of our food?   

The Rhône-Alpes region has developed support for agriculture, and a training policy for the farmers and 

professionals of the food sector. Three major issues are to be taken into account: 

• management of agricultural land,  endangered by the new climatic situation; 

• the health challenge, relating to the whole food chain including production,  

- processing, packaging and consumption of products; 

• food waste and reduction of our waste. 

The speakers stressed the importance of quality food and consumer behaviour. There was a focus on animal 

and vegetable proteins in terms of quality nutrition. 

The presentations and debates were followed by participatory workshops showcasing best practices of 

regional associations and organisations. 

 

Rhône-Alpes (Motors for Growth) 

Bourg-en-Bresse 

14 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The debate with citizens of the region on health and nutrition is important in the framework of the future 

involvement of the region in Expo Milano 2015. The collective debate will help and convince us to change 

our behaviour and adapt in a world with a growing population and where the resources are and will be 

limited. 

Key messages of the region: capacity to promote our products and innovations, awareness-raising in order 

to influence our food and nutritional behaviour, quality of food products as our main concern. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.rhonealpes.fr/1164-rencontres-milan-2015.htm 

 

 

 

http://www.rhonealpes.fr/1164-rencontres-milan-2015.htm
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"Mons 2015 on tour" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Press conference and presentation of Mons 2015 programme 

 

Organisers: Mons 2015 Foundation, Wallonia-Bruxelles general delegation in Paris 

 

Chair:  Yves Vasseur, General Commissioner of Mons 2015 

 

Speakers:   Fabienne Reuter, Head of general delegation in Paris 

 Yves Vasseur, General Commissioner of Mons 2015 

 Artists: Rudi Bauer, Fanny Bouyagui, Franck Braley, Arne Quinze, Saule 

 Exhibition commissioners: Sjraar Van Heugten, Sofiane Laghouati, Laurent Busine 

 

Outline: 

 

Mons, a little city in Wallonia, will become the European Capital of Culture in 2015. It is a great opportunity 

for the whole region to develop its economy.  The city is going to be totally transformed. 

 

To present its programme, Mons 2015 held a big press conference on 7 October 2014 in Mons. After this 

event, a “Mons 2015 tour” was launched in some target cities in Europe to present the programme for the 

year to the press, tour operators and members of the public interested in culture.  

 

The year 2015 will be divided into four big seasons with more than 300 events and 1 000 cultural activities 

not only in Mons and its region, but also in its partner cities and institutions. 

 

In Paris, Mons 2015 was presented during 2 sessions. The first session was a press conference where Mons 

2015’s programme was presented to the press only in the presence of artists and commissioners of 

exhibitions involved in Mons 2015. The second session invited people from cultural and tourist institutions 

for a general presentation and a special show by our supporting artist Art PointM. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The Mons 2015 on tour was an opportunity for the event and the city of Mons to reach an international 

audience and considerably raise its profile, in order to increase the tourist flow during the next year. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.mons2015.eu/ 

http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association 

organising a local event 
 

Mons 2015 Foundation 

 
Paris 

13 October 2014 

http://www.mons2015.eu/
http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo
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GERMANY 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Baden-Württemberg Karlsruhe 

Bamberg Kreisfreie Stadt Bamberg 

Berlin-Brandenburg Berlin 

Free Hanseatic City of Bremen Bremen 

Detmold no local event organised 

City of Hamburg Hamburg 

Region of Hanover (joint event with Lower Saxony) Hanover 

Hesse Darmstadt 

Lippe Lippe 

Lower Saxony (joint event with Hanover) Hannover 

Saxony-Anhalt Magdeburg 

Saxony Dresden 

Schleswig-Holstein Kiel 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

Mons 2015 Foundation Cologne 

 

Germany's regional partners had planned thirteen local events. 

Furthermore, one independent partner had planned an event. 

 

The Free and Hanseatic City of Bremen had planned a workshop on Smart 

Specialisation and the relevance of cluster strategies to take place in 

November. The City of Hamburg had foreseen a presentation in October 

on "From STRING to SMART – Developing the Green Corridor" The Region 

of Hanover together with Lower Saxony had planned a debate in October 

on “The European Funding Period 2014-2020 in Lower Saxony - local 

development through cooperation and innovation”. Hesse had planned 

the INNOspace symposium «Space and Information Technology» end of 

October and Lippe had planned a conference on Innovation center and 

Smart Grid Solutions in rural area - Coupling of Renewable Energy and 

Electromobility. 

 

The reports of Baden-Württemberg, Bamberg Kreisfreie Stadt, Berlin-

Brandenburg, Saxony-Anhalt, Saxony, Schleswig-Holstein and Mons 

2015 Foundation are enclosed. 
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"Cross-border PhD as a career option" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Workshop 

 
Organisers: Science Pillar of the Trinational Upper Rhine Region, Euro-Institut Kehl, Karlsruhe Institute of 

Technology (KIT), Eucor Coordination Office 

 
Chair:  Janosch Nieden, Coordinator of the Science Pillar of the Trinational Metropolitan Region of 

the Upper Rhine 

 Gesa Storz, French-German Initiative (DEFI) at Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) 

 Irmgard Langbein, Head of Graduate School KSETA at KIT 

 
Speakers:   Jutta Klein-Hitpaß, project manager at Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists 

 Jörn Pütz, vice-president for French-German Relations, University of Strasbourg 

 Claudia Töngi, head of Research Office, University of Basel 

 Bérénice Kimpe, career consultant at French-German University (DFH-UFA) 

 Katharina Braig, PhD, working at Global Infrastructure Basel Foundation 

 Aurélie Fleury, PhD, working at EnBW Karlsruhe 

 Eric Beaurepaire, leading researcher at CNRS and University of Strasbourg 

 Manuel Gruber, PhD student at KIT and University of Strasbourg 

 Vincent Davesne, PhD (KIT and University of Strasbourg) 

 Daniele Savio, PhD (KIT and INSA Lyon) 

 
Outline: 

 
The Trinational Metropolitan Region of the Upper Rhine, one of Europe’s most powerful regions with its high 

R&D potential and a variety of innovative and dynamic players from the economic and academic fields, has 

set its sights on making a significant contribution to achieving the EU objective of developing Europe into the 

most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world.  

The universities, academia and research institutes that cooperate in the Pillar of Science of the Trinational 

Metropolitan Region aim to strengthen their cooperation in the areas of education, research and innovation.  

PhD students play a major role in the development of the cooperation in the fields of research and 

innovation. However, their mobility within the Trinational Metropolitan Region has still to be further 

developed.  

The workshop of 6 November in Karlsruhe highlighted some legal, institutional and practical aspects of doing 

one’s PhD in a neighbouring country. The workshop was very well received, especially by the Master's 

students considering doing a PhD in a neighbouring country, as well as by the members of the administrative 

staff who were able to learn of recent developments in the institutional framework conditions in the partner 

universities. 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Baden-Wurttemberg (Motors for Growth) 

Karlsruhe 

6 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 
The institutional and legal framework conditions differ very much between Switzerland and Germany on 

one side and France on the other. While in Strasbourg PhD-students are enrolled in specific Graduate 

Schools and thus benefit from health care and basic financial aid, PhD-students in Germany and Switzerland 

have to struggle a lot more in order to find sufficient funding. In these countries, students often have to 

work as scientific assistants to university chairs in order to finance their PhD. However, in terms of career 

perspectives, PhD-students often have more possibilities in Germany and Switzerland due to the positive 

economic climate there. 

 
More information: 

 
www.dialog-science.eu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dialog-science.eu/
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"Europe in my city: How elderly people may stay independent and 

mobile in their home town" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Presentations and debate 

 

Organisers: SOPHIA living network GmbH, Joseph-Stiftung, I-stay@home project on behalf of 

Health Cluster Europe, e-Ucare, for Interreg programme 

 

Chair:  Mr Anton Zahneisen, SOPHIA living network GmbH 

 

Speakers:   Andreas Starke, Lord Mayor, City of Bamberg 

 Wolfgang Metzner, Mayor, City of Bamberg 

 Prof. Dr Frieder R. Lang, Head of Psycho-Gerontology, University of Erlangen-

Nürnberg 

 Prof. Dr Ute Schmid, Head of Cognitive Systems Group, University of Bamberg  

 Dr Wolfgang Pfeuffer, Chief Executive Officer, Joseph-Stiftung 

 Wolfgang Budde, Head of City council for elderly people in Bamberg  

 Sabine Brückner-Zahneisen, Head of regional social developments, SOPHIA living 

network GmbH, Bamberg 

 

Outline: 

 

This event will bring the Brussels Open Days back to the city of Bamberg, building on the themes debated in 

our Brussels event. In Brussels, we focused on health innovations and lessons we learned in the different 

projects and how to use them in further international cooperation.    

Narrowed down to the region of Bamberg, we will focus on the topics of keeping elderly people independent 

and mobile as we can already showcase successful projects dealing with these topics which are also a global 

European issue in terms of demographic change.  

All in all, we will be happy to provide a lively exchange between all speakers of the event with European 

authorities and representatives of small and medium enterprises in order to gather their opinions about 

potential future developments in the Bamberg region within the European context. 

The event will be aimed at elected local politicians, officers and practitioners from local authorities, the 

social partners and universities from all over the region, as well as the general public. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Bamberg already has stakeholders who are active in developing solutions to cope with difficulties regarding 

demographic change, for instance living independently in their home town, staying mobile and not 

becoming lonely. The outcomes of these projects are mostly sustainable beyond the project and are 

supported and multiplied by local authorities.  

Bamberg Kreisfreie Stadt (Health Cluster Europe) 

Bamberg 

17 October 2014 
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However, it is evident that the region of Bamberg and the close surroundings do not benefit as much from 

European support as they could and hence lose a lot of potential. This is due to the fact that most 

stakeholders do not apply for European funding at all and are put off by the bureaucratic effort such an 

application sometimes needs. 

 

Quote: 

 

“We could benefit more from Europe here in Bamberg!” 
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"Mobility management for tomorrow – towards emission- 

reduced mobility" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Berlin Partner for Business and Technology in cooperation with the DLR (German 

Aerospace Centre) – Institute of Transport Systems Technology 

 

Chair:  Mr Eike Bretschneider, Deputy head of the DLR Institute of Transport Systems 

Technology and Mr Thomas Meissner, Cluster Manager Transport, Mobility and 

Logistics 

 

Speakers:   Prof. Dr-Ing. Michael Ortgiese, FH Potsdam 

 Prof. Martin Fellendorf, TU Graz 

 Jörg Lange, Transport Authority Berlin 

 Prof. Bernhard Friedrich, TU Braunschweig 

 Dr Robert Oertel, DLR 

 Dr Paul Mathias, MAT.TRAFFIC 

 Elmar Brockfeld, DLR 

 Lena Farid, Fraunhofer Institute FOKUS 

 Ralf Willenbrock, T-Systems 

 

Outline: 

 

Innovative mobility management is one of the assets of the German Capital region (Berlin-Brandenburg) in 

terms of transport technology capabilities. The event highlighted the contribution of modern technologies 

and operational schemes of future mobility management to the reduction of emissions, e. g. greenhouse 

gases. 

More than 50 experts from authorities, universities, state-owned research institutes and companies debated 

new trends and solutions. 

A poster session for universities took place at the end of the conference. 

Representatives from the region’s universities and state-owned research institutes, local authorities, local 

government, as well as companies, and in particular SMEs, took part. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The conference outlined two major possibilities for achieving low-emission mobility. On the one hand, 

cooperative traffic management schemes, which are based on information exchange by vehicles and 

infrastructure, will contribute to improving traffic flow and reducing emissions. On the other hand, it is 

beneficial to provide travellers with tools, e.g. dedicated apps for smartphones, which help and encourage 

them to use environmentally friendly transport alternatives. Incentives as well as gamification approaches 

Berlin-Brandeburg (Capital Cities and Regions Network (CCRN)) 

Berlin 

15 October 2014 



 98 

can attract people to enjoy travelling on green routes, e.g. by collecting CO2 reduction points and through 

sharing their experiences with friends. 

 

More information: 

 

Further information on the programme is available at: http://www.mobilitaet-bb.de/ 
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"Young Europe – rethinking democracy" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Youth conference 

 

Organisers: GOEUROPE.lkj) together with the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 

Women and Youth, Land Saxony-Anhalt and partner organisations from all other 27 

EU member countries 

 

Chair:  Christian Scharf 

 

Speakers:   State Secretary Dr Michael Schneider 

 State Secretary Caren Marks 

 Head of German Agency Erasmus+ Youth in Action, Hans Georg Wicke 

 MEP Arne Lietz 

 Vice-president German Youth Council, Tobias Köck 

 

Outline: 

 

The presentation of the declaration “Young Europe – rethinking democracy” to several political decision-

makers at the Representation of the Federal State of Saxony-Anhalt in Berlin on 6 November 2014 

constituted a successful conclusion to the same-titled project. 

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall and of the Iron Curtain in Europe, 

GOEUROPE.lkj) organised this project with organisations from all 28 EU Member States in order to carefully 

examine the current democratic system with young people and to shape ideas for a better Europe.  

Dr Michael Schneider, head of the Representation and State Secretary of the federal state of Saxony-Anhalt 

opened the meeting. Representing the Federal Youth Minister Manuela Schwesig, the Parliamentary State 

Secretary Caren Marks welcomed the guests and expressed her gratitude to the young Europeans for their 

participation in this project. The Federal Youth Ministry will present the declaration to the EU Council of 

Youth Ministers in Brussels on 12 December 2014 in order to proclaim the ideas of the young people in 

Europe and to use these ideas as suggestions for youth political cooperation in the EU.  

 

1.1.1 The Declaration 

The declaration is comprised of the following 9 chapters, which include a description of the problem and 

suggested solutions:  

• Transparency 

• Equality 

• Education & Participation 

• EU structures  

• Mobility 

• Voting systems 

• Inclusion 

Saxony-Anhalt (Regions for demographic change) 

Magdeburg 

3-7 November 2014 
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• Integration 

• Media 

 

The greatest challenge with regard to democracy in the EU for young Europeans is the increasing lack of trust 

in the political system. Insufficient transparency facilitates corruption and prevents equal treatment of 

interests. Despite the visible successes of European integration, there are still societal groups which are 

treated unequally. Equality among women and men as well as non-EU citizens, especially with regard to the 

labour market, must be continually fostered in order to strengthen democratic life in the EU. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Feedback from guests from politics and civil society 

Dr Schneider saw the strengthening of the regions in Europe as a great chance to improve the situation in 

the EU. Interregional cooperation not only supports the process of democratisation but also facilitates the 

cross-border mobility of young people in Europe.  

Caren Marks said that she would present the complete declaration and all of its topics to the EU Council of 

Youth Ministers. The participation of young people is especially important for developing democracy and 

counteracting the swing to the right in Europe.  

Arne Lietz is Member of the European Parliament and agreed with the statement that too many people and 

groups in the EU were still treated unequally. The need for action is still immanent. Especially in Germany, a 

lot has still to be done to provide women with better chances to take up leading positions. He made the 

following promise: “I will carry the declaration with me for the next 5 years and will support its 

implementation.” 

Tobias Köck, deputy head of the German Federal Youth Council, was pleased to see that the integration of 

non-EU citizens was part of the declaration. The opening of the EU's external borders is currently being 

discussed intensively within their organisation and will remain relevant.  

To Hans-Georg Wicke, head of the German National Agency for Erasmus+ Jugend für Europa, the inclusion 

of young people with fewer chances in international projects was an ongoing challenge. In cooperation with 

diverse providers his agency will continually work on winning new stakeholders for the project Europe and 

cross-border mobility. 

 

More information: 

 

www.youngeurope2014.eu 

 

 

 

http://www.youngeurope2014.eu/
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"Positioning of urban regions in European strategies" 

 

Connecting regional strategies and territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  International Expert Conference 

 

Organisers: Saxon State Ministry of the Interior 

 

Chair:  Dr Jürgen Neumüller, Infrastuktur & Umwelt, Prof. Dr Stefanie Dühr, Radboud University 

Nijmegen, Dirk Dreßler, Saxon State Minister of the Interior, Moderation 

 

Speakers:   Frank Pfeil, Saxon State Minister of the Interior 

 Dorothee Dubrau, Vice-Mayor of the City of Leipzig 

 Christophe Ebermann, Joint Technical Secretariat of the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme 

 Andreu Ulied, MCRIT Director, Lead Partner ET2050, Barcelona 

 Władysław Piskorz, Head of the Competence Centre Inclusive Growth, Urban and Territorial 

Development, DG Regional and Urban Policy 

 Henning Finck, Co-ordinator in General Secretariat of Elbe-Oder Union of Chambers 

 

Outline: 

 

During the International Expert Conference organised by the CENTRAL EUROPE project City Regions, the 

project partners of the Halle/Leipzig, Wrocław, Graz, Prague and Turin urban regions summarised the 

conclusions from the project on city-regional cooperation with regard to the positioning of urban regions in 

European strategies. Suitable solutions and answers had been identified and presented. On the other hand, 

the need for a macro-regional strategy in Central Europe was discussed. The conference provided an input 

into the discussion surrounding the nature of transnational issues in Central Europe and how they might be 

addressed. The results and findings of a transnational group of experts established as part of the project 

were presented focussing on the following questions: what are the large-scale spatial development issues 

that require cooperation between nation-states and regions in Central Europe? Are there arguments for an 

EU macro-regional strategy for Central Europe to address these key transnational issues effectively? If so, 

what would the suitable delineation be for this transnational region? 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Currently there is a lack of self-evident arguments in a favour of a comprehensive and integrated strategy 

for the large area of the Central European space. However, there is demand for improved coordination and 

thus for a focused discussion on transboundary cooperation, considering the position of Central Europe as 

an important “hinge zone” between the Baltic Sea, the Adriatic Sea and the Black Sea, and between Eastern 

and Western Europe. Existing bottom-up cooperation structures and subspaces can be important arenas for 

a wider discussion on transnational cooperation in Central Europe, its rationale and identity. Sectoral issues 

would be a useful start: the spatial strategy prepared by the countries of the Visegrád Group in cooperation 

with Romania and Bulgaria (www.v4plus2.eu); evaluation of the still useful results and insights provided by 

Saxony (Connecting regional strategies across borders) 

Dresden 

24 September 2014 
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the VISION Planet project (1998-2000, INTERREG IIC) and the Planet CenSE project (2004-2006, INTERREG 

IIIB CADSES with regard to current challenges. 

Crucial challenges and prerequisites would be a clear and consensual strategy towards cooperation with 

Eastern Europe, clear aims, delivering clear value-added outcomes and a definition of adequate levels and 

networks of cooperation, taking into account the nature of the issues concerned and the principles of 

subsidiarity. 

To facilitate the discussion on macro-regional strategies as well as with regard to further spaces of 

cooperation such as North-West Europe (NWE), the Saxon State Ministry of the Interior has launched an 

exchange among German federal states within the City Regions Macro sub-project. Results of this initiative 

are expected to be available in 2015. 

 

Quote: 

 

Towards durable cooperation in urban regions – increasing competitiveness through peri-urban and macro-

regional cooperation. 

 

More information: 

 

www.city-regions.eu 
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"11th Kiel Energy Discourse" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Panel discussion 

 

Organisers: CAU Kiel University, Institute for Regional Research, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany 

 Society for Energy and Climate Protection GmbH (EKSH) 

 

Chair:  Jörn Genoux, Moderator, Kieler Nachrichten 

 

Speakers:   Prof. Dr Till Requate, Kiel University 

 Prof. Dr Johannes Bröcker, Director, Institute for Regional Research, Kiel University 

 Dr Frank Nägele, State Secretary, Ministry for Economy, Employment, Transport 

and Technology Land Schleswig-Holstein 

 Wolf-Dieter Schmidtke-Glamann, CEO, Agency for Employment, Kiel 

 

Outline: 

 

Schleswig-Holstein is a pioneer region in Europe when it comes to wind energy. Electricity gained from 

renewable energy sources, in particular from wind, might amount to up to 400 percent of the amount of 

electricity consumed in the region. What will be the effects on employment and income in Schleswig-

Holstein. What are the potential secondary effects? To answer these questions, a study was conducted by 

the Institute for Regional Research at the CAU Kiel University.  

The major added value is created during the operation phase and not during the investment and 

construction phase. The added value will peak in 2020, representing more than EUR 800 million in that year. 

The advantage for the employment sector is evident: up to 7 700 more jobs are created during the 

construction phase, resulting in 3 600 jobs during the operation phase. 

The results were presented for the first time at the seminar in Kiel on 3 November 2014. During the 

discussion, there was a particular focus on exports. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Schleswig-Holstein continues to develop its wind energy sector, onshore and offshore. There are significant 

positive effects on economic growth and the labour market. The gained know-how could constitute a future 

export. 

 

Quote: 

 

“The development of renewable energies is comparable with a big industrialisation project – no more, no 

less.” (Johannes Bröcker) 

 

 

Schleswig-Holstein (Green Growth consortium) 

Kiel 

3 November 2014 
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More information: 

 

http://www.eksh.org/fileadmin/downloads/Englische_Info_ueber_EKSH.pdf (EN) 

http://www.eksh.org/service/publikationen/ (DE) 
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"Mons 2015 on tour" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Press conference and presentation of Mons 2015 programme 

 

Organisers: Mons 2015 Foundation, House of Belgium in Cologne 

 

Chair:  Yves Vasseur, General Commissioner of Mons 2015 

 

Speakers:   Anne Weger – Representative of the House of Belgium in Cologne 

 Nicolas Martin - First deputy Mayor, City of Mons, Member of Parliament 

 Yves Vasseur – General Commissioner of Mons 2015 

 Pascal Keiser – Head of Digital project Mons 2015 

 

Outline: 

 

Mons, a little city in Wallonia, will become the European Capital of Culture in 2015. It is a great opportunity 

for the whole region to develop its economy.  The city is going to be totally transformed. 

 

Tto present its programme, Mons 2015 held a big press conference on 7 October 2014 in Mons. After this 

event, a “Mons 2015 tour” was launched in some target cities in Europe to present the programme of the 

year to the press, tour operators and members of the public interested in culture.  

 

The year 2015 will be divided into four big seasons with more than 300 events and 1 000 cultural activities 

not only in Mons and its region but also in its partner cities and institutions. 

 

In Cologne, Mons 2015 focused on the evolution of the city and on new technologies in the programme of 

Mons 2015.  

 

Conclusions:   

 

The Mons 2015 on tour was an opportunity for the event and the city of Mons to reach an international 

audience and to considerably raise its profile, in order to increase the tourist flow during the next year. 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126104847@N05/ 

http://www.mons2015.eu/ 

http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association 

organising a local event 

 
Mons 2015 Foundation 

Cologne 

31 October 2014 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126104847@N05/
http://www.mons2015.eu/
http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo
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GREECE 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Region of Crete no local event organised 

Epirus no local event organised 

Region of Sterea Ellada  Kamena Vourla 

Region of Western Greece Patras 

 

The regional partners from Greece had planned four events.  

 

The Region of Sterea Ellada had planned a presentation of «Routes of 

ancient theaters as a coefficient for regional development » to take place 

in Kamena Vourla in November.  

 

The report of the Region of Western Greece is enclosed. 
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"Maritime policy and environmental management development 

in the framework of the EU Strategy for the Adriatic-Ionian region" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference and workshops 

 

Organisers: Europe Direct Centre Patras, region of Western Greece 

 

Chair:  Mr Apostolos Katsifaras, Head of region of Western Greece 

 

Speakers:   E. Athanasopoulou, EDIC Patras, “Presentation of EDIC and EU maritime policies” 

 A. Sofos, N. Vernardaki - DG Regional and urban policy, “The framework for blue growth 

and the prospects for the Adriatic-Ionian macro region” (teleconference from Brussels) 

 G. Katifori, Managing Authority RWG, “Smart strategies to promote Blue Development 

under the Operational Programme Region of Western Greece 2014-2020” 

 Dr M. Hatziefstathiou, - Ministry of Rural Development “Regulatory framework for fishing 

licenses in international waters for coastal fishing vessels” 

 Dr K. Koutsikopoulos, - University of Patras “Exploiting the aquatic environment - local and 

regional perspectives” 

 Dr M. Hatziefstathiou, - Ministry of Rural Development “Fishing tourism in Greece” 

 Cooperative of local fishermen “An example of local development” 

 

Outline: 

 

Α local/regional event on the EU Strategy for the Adriatic-Ionian region, which focused on blue growth and 

maritime policy, was held in Patras on 12 November 2014. This meeting brought together various 

stakeholders, such as professional associations, universities and research institutions, civil society 

organisations, regional/local authorities, development agencies etc.  

First of all, there was a presentation of the results of general consultations carried out to date, as well as the 

results of a public consultation conducted by the European Commission regarding the implementation of 

the EU Strategy for the Adriatic -Ionian region and the future prospects for blue growth and the 

environmental management of land waters. 

The overall objective of the macro-regional strategies for the Adriatic and Ionian Seas was the promotion of 

economic and social prosperity and also growth and regional job creation. Taking into account that the area 

of Western Greece is one of the Greek cornerstones for fishery with the potential to become a shipping hub 

for the Mediterranean Sea, the local event aimed firstly to inform and motivate the local population, and 

secondly to be an important step for the integration of blue growth policy into the Adriatic-Ionian region. 

Finally, the event focused on regional issues of common interest which were the two pillars of innovative 

marine-coastal development and of preserving, protecting and improving the environment. 

 

 

 

Region of Western Greece (Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion) 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Patras 

12 November 2014 
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HUNGARY 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Budapest Budapest 

Észak-Alföld Region Szolnok 

Southern Transdanubia Villány 

Western Transdanubia Zalaegerszeg 

 

Four local events were organised by the Hungarian regional partners. 

 

The reports of all four partners are enclosed. 
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"Social rehabilitation – opportunities for the Roma-Net  

Local Support Group" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Workshop 

 

Organisers: Municipality of Budapest, Budapest Chance Ltd. 

 

Chair:  Dávid Hargitai, Budapest Chance and Eszter Somogyi, Metropolitan Research Institute 

 

Speakers:   Opening welcome: Mr Róbert Kovács, Mayor of Kőbánya 

 Ms Emese Oszko - Ministry of National Economy  

 Mr Gábor Balás, Hétfa Reserach Institute 

 Mr Tamás Lunk, VitalPro Ltd. 

 Mr Zoltán Gera, Kőbánya-Property Management Company, Projects Division 

 Mr Dávid Hargitai, Budapest Chance Ltd. 

 Ms Ildikó Papinot, Mr Roland Pallós, Mr Elemér Puporka - members of the Budapest ULSG 

 

Outline: 

 

Europe is present in the life of the city in many way and forms. Transnational exchange projects are among 

them. 

The workshop was organised with the objective of presenting ongoing projects in the field of social inclusion:  

 

• Roma-NeT II, URBACT II project http://urbact.eu/en/projects/active-inclusion/roma-net-ii/homepage/ 

and  

• Roma Matrix, fundamental rights and citizenship programme https://romamatrix.eu/ )  

 

and exploring how the Roma-NeT local action plan produced by the local support group could tap into the 

urban rehabilitation projects of the 2014-2020 programming period. During the morning session, speakers 

presented relevant parts of the operational programme. In the afternoon, Roma-Net ULSG members 

presented measures carried out in 2013 in the framework of the Kis Pongrac urban rehabilitation project in 

Kőbánya, which was followed by a planning session where district planners and ULSG members could discuss 

potential cooperation. 

 

Quote: 

 

“European exchange programmes are essential in the capacity building of local authorities and NGOs; 

connecting the projects of different programmes multiplies their effectiveness.” 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Budapest (Capital Cities and Regions Network (CCRN)) 

Budapest 

27 November 2014 
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"Thematic Information Day on the Possible Local Responses 

to the Effects of Demographic Change in Europe" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Presentation and training 

 

Organisers: Észak-Alföld Regional Development Agency, Office of National Economic Planning, INNOVA 

Észak-Alföld, Self-Government of Jász-Nagykun-Szolnok County 

 

Chair:  Dr Zoltán Balogh, Head of Unit, Unit of International Affairs, Észak-Alföld Regional 

Development Agency 

 

Speakers: Morning session - Speakers: 

 Dr György Csoór, Vice-President, Self-Government of Jász-Nagykun-Szolnok County 

 Mr László Gere, planner, Office for National Economic Planning 

 Ms. Lívia Kelenné Török, senior planner, Office for National Economic Planning 

 Ms Judit Berki, vice director, Észak-Alföld Regional Development Agency 

 Dr Zsuzsanna Antal, international project manager, Észak-Alföld Regional Development 

Agency 

 Afternoon session - Trainers: 

 Dr Zsuzsanna Antal, international Project Manager, Észak-Alföld Regional Development 

Agency 

 Dr Zoltán Balogh, head of Unit, Észak-Alföld Regional Development Agency 

 Zoltán Dorogi, strategic planner, Észak-Alföld Regional Development Agency   

 

Outline: 

 

This local event was aimed at the active involvement of local municipalities in a discussion on demographic 

change. Ageing is expected to hinder growth, investment and innovation. Due to the fact that Europe has 

become the oldest world region, it has to find solutions for challenges caused by demographic change. 

In Hungary, local municipalities are the main players in public service delivery. Public services need to be 

delivered where there is a decrease in population. In order to maintain the local population they have to 

provide public services at the same quality with less income.  

The presentations in the morning intended to introduce the new programming period for EU funds in 

Hungary, having a specific thematic focus on how municipalities can finance projects in relation to 

demographic change in the period of 2014-2020. 

The afternoon session focused on building capacity among local public officials as regards how to tackle 

demographic change and how to introduce new solutions for effective public service delivery. The training 

part of the one-day event presented practical case studies to the audience which could also be implemented 

as part of EU-funded projects.  

The presentations and the training session were organised in the framework of the ADAPT2DC INTERREG IVB 

Central Europe project.   

Észak-Alföld Region (Regions for demographic change) 

Szolnok 

28 August 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The event provided an opportunity to present the results of the ADAPT2DC project to the local stakeholders.  

During the meeting, the good practices collated throughout the project lifetime, the experiences from the 

pilot actions and the policy recommendations formulated upon these experiences were reported in a 

comprehensible manner in order to support the adaptation and practical application of the knowledge 

gained through the meeting.   

While the event was successful, it could have been more beneficial to have a bigger number of attendees 

(also local politicians). 

 

Quote: 

 

“Regional responses to demographic changes” 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.eszakalfold.hu/tematikus-informacios-nap-a-demografiai-valtozasok-hatasaira-adhato-helyi-

valaszokrol-az-adapt2dc-interreg-ivb-central-europe-projekt-regionalis-zarorendezvenye 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eszakalfold.hu/tematikus-informacios-nap-a-demografiai-valtozasok-hatasaira-adhato-helyi-valaszokrol-az-adapt2dc-interreg-ivb-central-europe-projekt-regionalis-zarorendezvenye
http://www.eszakalfold.hu/tematikus-informacios-nap-a-demografiai-valtozasok-hatasaira-adhato-helyi-valaszokrol-az-adapt2dc-interreg-ivb-central-europe-projekt-regionalis-zarorendezvenye
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"Europe in my County: healthy food – healthy business" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Study visit and information event on grape seed oil and flour production 

 

Organisers: South Transdanubian Regional Development Agency 

 Europe Direct |Info Point Europe of Baranya County 

 

Chair:  Mr László Sitányi – managing director, South Transdanubian Regional Development Agency 

 

Speakers:   Mr Gyula Takáts – mayor, town of Villány  

 Ms Izabella Turós – director, Baranya County Directorate of the Hungarian Chamber of 

Agriculture 

 Mr Zsolt Pálmai – I4Food project manager, South Transdanubian Regional Development 

Agency 

 Mr Attila Gere – winemaker and owner, Gere Winery 

 

Outline: 

 

The event was centred on inventing a healthy local food product from the by-product of winemaking (grape 

seed) through the creation and utilisation of an innovative processing technology. The grape seed oil and 

grape seed flour is a novelty in Baranya county, for three reasons. Firstly, it is a safe, healthy product 

positively affecting human health (cardiovascular, tumours, leukaemia diseases); secondly, it requires the 

establishment of business-based innovation contacts with a regional research base; and thirdly, it also 

supports the targeting of a food market niche for a special group of customers both in Hungary and abroad. 

The study visit and information event presented the European Union co-financed project "I4Food" 

identifying grape seed oil as a food industry good practice having a potential to be transferred to other 

Hungarian and European regions. The issue of financing and supporting such winemaking-related 

development projects is also an interest of the Hungarian Chamber of Agriculture; therefore issues of 

financing such projects were addressed. Following the introductory presentations, participants visited the 

grape-seed processing line and were given an insight into the technology used to produce the grape seed oil 

and grape seed flour. 

The event was the Villány local event of the Regions of Food regional partnership targeting European 

territorial cooperation. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The town of Villány presented different uses of the by-products of viticulture such as making soap and bio-

soap, animal forage, fuel (pellets) and souvenirs from/of those. The Hungarian Chamber of Agriculture 

highlighted the optional EU funds to be utilised for these purposes in the 2014-2020 period. The South 

Transdanubian Regional Development Agency stressed the importance of the fact that the Gere grape seed 

products were identified as good practices of interregional experience exchange. Gere Winery, by 

Southern Transdanubia (Regions of Food) 

Villány 

18 September 2014 
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introducing the grape seed flour and oil, has drawn attention to by-product utilisation which may lead to 

new, healthy food products and economically viable food production businesses. 

 

Quote: 

 

“I never believed that such a small seed from which the vine and the grape grows has no more energy 
inside. The grape seed oil and flour proved that there is.” 

Mr Attila Gere – winemaker and owner, Gere Winery 

 

More information: 

 

Facebook (in Hungarian language): 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152770142244468.1073741868.301517359467&type=1&n

otif_t=like 

Pannon Television (in Hungarian language): 

http://pannonkronika.hu/videogaleria/szolomag  

Villány-Siklós Wine Route webpage (in Hungarian language): 

http://villanyiborvidek.hu/hu/rolunk/kiemelt-hirek/423-a-villanyi-szlmag-europai-sikerei 

 

 

 

 

http://villanyiborvidek.hu/hu/rolunk/kiemelt-hirek/423-a-villanyi-szlmag-europai-sikerei
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"VERSO Final Conference" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Panel discussion & Press conference 

 

Organisers: Budapest Business School / College of Business Administration Zalaegerszeg 

 

Chair:  Dávid TAKÁCS, VERSO regional project manager, Moderator 

 

Speakers:   András F. Tóth, CEO, National Volunteer Centre, Hungary 

 Zsuzsanna Laczkó, ‘Chance Labor’ Association, Methodological Bureau  

 Péter Kámán, volunteer 

 Vibe Klarup Voetmann, Middelfart Municipality 

 Dénés Sandor, Zalaegerszeg Municipality 

 Niels Rosendal Jensen, Aarhus University 

 Marc Viñas, Government of Catalonia 

 Claire Watts, East Riding of Yorkshire Council  

 Nichola Duggleby, East Riding of Yorkshire Council 

 Yvonne Kurvits, East Riding of Yorkshire Council 

 

Outline: 

 

VERSO (Volunteering for European Employment) is a pan-European development and knowledge-sharing 

project funded by the European Regional Development Fund, INTERREG IVC. The results of the project were 

presented to the audience on 25 September 2014 within the framework of its final conference. The 

Hungarian speakers provided the national perspective on the relationship between volunteering and 

employment. The project's political board presented the political recommendations and looked into the rate 

of implementation of policies. Professor Jensen talked about the good practices of volunteering, both from a 

theoretical and a practical point of view. 

 

The British speakers gave an insight into the theme of social return on investment, a tool that has been used 

in their practice. Their presentation was illustrated by actual examples. Finally, a press conference took 

place in Hungarian in order to inform the local media. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The international partners learned a lot from each other. It turned out that they share similar values; 

however, the circumstances and methods differ from region to region. The Verso project has shown that 

volunteering is a real and significant tool in coping with unemployment. The project’s political 

recommendations will hopefully pave the way for the development of volunteering. 

Western Transdanubia (VERSO - Volunteers for European Employment) 

Zalaegerszeg 

25 September 2014 
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More information: 

 

http://verso.au.dk/ 

 

 

http://verso.au.dk/
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IRELAND 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Cork County Council Cork County 
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"Tourism and Local Economic Development in Cork: The Role of 

the EU 2014 - 2020" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Regional seminar 

 

Organisers: Cork County Council 

 

Chair:  Cllr Claire Cullinane, Member of Cork County Council 

 

Speakers:   Cllr Alan Coleman, Mayor of County Cork  

 Mr Sean Kelly, MEP 

 Mr Robert Collins, Head of the Irish Regions Office, Brussels 

 Mr Louis Duffy, Director of Community, Enterprise, Economic Development & Tourism, 

Cork County Council 

 Mr Aidan Pender, CHL Consulting 

 Mr Peter Stocksborough, Quality Assurance Manager, Failte Ireland 

 Mr Padraig Hanrahan, Irish Self Catering Federation 

 

Outline: 

 

The national government in Ireland has placed tourism at the centre of its economic recovery plan due to its 

regionally dispersed nature and the range of skills required in the sector. The sector currently employs in the 

region of 200 000 with the aim by 2025 to increase employment in the sector to 250 000.  The current draft 

national tourism policy for Ireland envisages an enhanced role for local government in tourism development 

going forward with the key objective for Cork County being to promote a sustainable approach to the 

development of the tourism sector working in partnership with public and private sector agencies.   

This regional seminar event was thus very timely. Participants heard Sean Kelly, MEP, outlining and raising 

awareness of the impact of EU tourism and economic policy in Cork. They also heard about the EU funding 

opportunities available in this area, as outlined by Robert Collins, head of the Irish Regions Office, Brussels.  

The overview of the findings of the CesR Interreg IVC Project and the details of the proposed local 

implementation plan to examine transferring some of these good practices to Cork were also well received 

and sparked some interesting discussions. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

This event raised awareness among participants of the importance of the EU to Cork from both a policy and 

a funding perspective in the area of tourism and economic development bringing the Brussels Open Days 

back to the region.  The presentations on the CesR Interreg IVC Post Project Implementation Plan will 

provide an opportunity going forward to work with local development companies, Failte Ireland and local 

communities in creating sustainable-tourism-related rural-based jobs in association with rural-based self-

catering accommodation providers. 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Cork County Council (Regions promoting social inclusion) 

Cork County 

1 December 2014 
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Quote: 

 

“Wealth of potential in Cork” as stated by Mr Sean Kelly, MEP during his presentation. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.irishexaminer.com/ireland/council-plans-rural-tourism-boost-300414.html 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/i1m1xu4ztdw971i/AADyAArJjJuF282ShtbgsRPxa?dl=0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right – Mr Fergal Gough, Community & Enterprise Development Officer, Cork County Council, Mr Tim 

Lucey, Chief Executive, Cork County Council, Mr Louis Duffy, Director of Community, Enterprise, Economic 

Development & Tourism, Cork County Council, Cllr Alan Coleman, Mayor of the County of Cork, Rose Carroll, 

Administrative Officer, Tourism, Cork County Council, Mr Sean Kelly, MEP, andCllr Kevin Murphy, Member of 

Cork County Council. 

http://www.irishexaminer.com/ireland/council-plans-rural-tourism-boost-300414.html
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/i1m1xu4ztdw971i/AADyAArJjJuF282ShtbgsRPxa?dl=0
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ITALY 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Autonomous Region of the Aosta Valley Aosta 

Abruzzo Pescara 

Basilicata Potenza / Matera 

Calabria Bova RC 

Campania Salerno 

Emilia-Romagna Parma 

Friuli Venezia Giulia Trieste 

Genoa Genoa 

Lazio Rome 

Liguria Genoa 

Lombardia Bergamo 

Marche Region Ancona 

Province of Matera Matera 

Molise no local event organised 

Puglia Bari 

Province of Rimini Rimini 

Sardinia Cagliari 

Sicily Pantelleria 

Tuscany Florence 

Umbria Perugia 

Veneto Venice 

 
II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

Municipality of Avellino Avellino 

Calabria Regio Calabria 

Campania Event cancelled 

Autonomous Region Friuli Venezia Giulia Trieste 

Municipality of Macomer Macomer 

Puglia Region Bari 

Autonomous Region of Sardinia Cagliari 

Sicilia Region Messina 

studionavarra.co.uk Palermo 

t33 Srl Venice 
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In Italy, twenty one regional partners had planned local events. On top of 

these, ten independent partners had also planned an event. 

 

Abruzzo Region had planned a workshop on "Europe in my region: 

increasing the ease of doing business by means of simplification of start-

up/licensing procedures" to be held in Pescara in September. Basilicata 

had to cancel the foreseen event. Campania had planned a workshop in 

October on Using ICT for integrating health care. Emilia-Romagna had 

planned a roundtable on “European food safety system: a shared 

responsibility between public and private” to take place in Parma end of 

October. Lombardia had planned a roundtable and debate on ‘Regional 

and Local governance on the environmental education: comparing the EU 

best practice’ end of September in Bergamo. Marche Region had planned 

a workshop on “EU Strategy for the Adriatic Ionian Macroregion: the Role 

of the Regions in the Implementation of the Action Plan” to take place in 

Ancona at the end of November. Puglia Region had planned an exhibition 

"My Space Region" to take place in September in Bari. The Province of 

Rimini had foreseen a workshop on Local food as engine for the 

development of a mass tourism destination. Sardinia was supposed to 

organise an information day on Healthcare in Europe 2020: The Health 

Inequalities. The Region of Sicily had planned a workshop on Tourism, 

Environment and Culture: a Mediterranean Crossroad to take place in 

Pantellaria.  

 

Within the independent partners, the Municipality of Avellino had 

planned an exhibition and workshop on "Europe in the Centre. The stages 

reached and the destinations to explore." The Autonomous Region Friuli 

Venezia Giuliahad planned a dissemination event in October on “How” 

are cohesion and rural development policies delivered?  

 

The reports of the Autonomous Region of the Aosta Valley, Calabria, 

Friuli-Venezia Giulia Region, Genoa, Lazio, Liguria, the Province of 

Matera, Tuscany, Umbria, Veneto Region, Calabria, the Municipality of 

Macomer, Puglia Region, the Autonomous Region of Sardinia, Sicilia 

Region, studionavarra.co.uk and T33 SRL are enclosed. 
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"The implementation of the Regional Development Policy 2014/2020" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:   Training course / workshop 

 

Organisers: Regional Department for Structural policies and European affairs – Department for Personnel 

and Organisation, Unit for Competitions and Incentives 

 

Chair:   Mr Enrico Mattei, Coordinator of the Department for Structural policies and European affairs 

 

Speakers:   Mr Remo Chuc, Head of the Regional Representation Office in Brussels 

 Mr Marco Riccardi, Head of Unit for Regional Development Programmes and Mountain Area 

Policies 

 Mr Massimiliano Cadin, Head of Unit for employment and training policies 

 Mr Claudio Bredy, Head of Unit for Regional Rural Development Policies 

 Mr Fausto Ballerini, Head of Unit for State Aid and Negotiated Programming 

 

Outline: 

 

As the 2014/2020 programming period is about to start, the Autonomous Region of the Aosta Valley 

decided, in cooperation with its Department of European Affairs and Territorial Cooperation, to organise a 

training course that would give both a theoretical understanding of the various tools that the EU provides for 

local and regional authorities together with an overview of its regional development policy for the years to 

come. 

During the event, the various speakers presented the following issues:  

- cohesion and rural development policy of the EU 

- the ESIF funds and the other financial instruments of the EU 

- the EU 2020 strategy 

- the Partnership Agreement of the Italian State (methodology and actions) 

- the regional strategic framework and the regional operational programmes co-financed by the EU for the 

2014/2020 period and the territorial cooperation programmes 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Thanks to the expertise of the speakers and the range of issues that were addressed during the seminar, 

participants could acquire a complete set of tools to facilitate them in the practical management of the 

different aspects of regional development policy. They also walked away with a better understanding of the 

role of the EU in the creation and implementation of the policy and of its relationship with regional and local 

authorities. The information and knowledge acquired during the event will be useful in the future when 

implementing, managing, monitoring, certifying and auditing the projects co-financed by the EU 

programmes. 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Autonomous Region of the Aosta Valley (Clusters for Regional growth) 

Aosta 

30 September 2014 
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Quote: 

 

“Stronger competences will have a better impact on the projects co-financed by the European Funds” 
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"European attractiveness and identity of the Adriatic-Ionian 

Macro-Region: a challenge for the local areas" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Seminar 

 

Organisers: Calabria Region – National & European Programming Department – Relations with EU 

Institutions Office 

 

Chair: Serena Angioli, Director of the UOA Relations with EU Institutions 

 

Speakers: Pasquale Anastasi, Regione Calabria, Director Tourism Department 

 Serena Angioli, Regione Calabria, Director UOA Relations with EU Institutions 

 Matteo Lazzarini, Secretary-General Belgian-Italian Chamber of Commerce 

 Marco Della Puppa, Secretary-General Greek-Italian Chamber of Commerce 

 Antonino Zumbo, Pro-Dean Vicar, University Dante Alighieri, Reggio Calabria 

 Aliki Kefalogianni-Hatzaki, Director Greek Foundation of Culture-Italian Sector 

 Daniele Castrizio, Professor at University of Messina 

 Simonetta Bonomi, Supervisor of Archeological Goods in Calabria 

 Amilcare Mollica, President of the Foundation prof. E. Mollica 

 Bruno Barbera, Director Arpacal – Calabria Region 

 Ezio Pizzi, President of the Bergamot Consortium 

 Rocco Mafrica, University of Reggio Calabria, Department of Agriculture 

 Andrea Kouris, Bergamot Producer and businessman media 

 Alexios Leandros Skaltsounis, National University of Kapodistria, Athens- Pharmacy 

 Saverio Anghelone, Deputy Mayor of Reggio Calabria, & Doctor specialized in 

Rheumatology 

 Michail Artemakis, Consultant for the Local Economic Development within the Chania 

Municipality 

 Alexandros Theocharis Vazakas, Professor at the Technical University of Kreta 

 Lorenzo Berna, President NEAITOS s.r.l, University of Perugia 

 Giuseppe Bombino, President Ente Parco Nazionale Aspromonte, Moderator 

 Giuseppe Ariobazzani, President of the "Accademia delle Imprese Europea" Association 

 Leo Giovanni Andrea Casile, Director of GAL Area grecanica 

 Salvatore Orlando, GAL Area grecanica and local businessman, moderator 

 Maria Chapaloglou, President of the ″Hellenic Association in Reggio Calabria″ 

 

Outline: 

 

The seminar “European attractiveness and identity of the Adriatic-Ionian macro-region: a challenge for the 

local areas” took place in Bova (Reggio Calabria) on 25 November and was the first event foreseen in the 

“Cooperazione Europea in Cantiere” project strongly related with European cooperation. The aim of the 

Calabria (Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion) 

Bova (Reggio Calabria) 

25 November 2014 
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seminar was to inform people about the Adriatic-Ionian macro-region, while increasing the international 

connections of the Calabria region. The seminar was composed of four thematic sessions; the speakers 

focused on a particular goal: the Adriatic-Ionian brand, based on local and regional attractiveness and values. 

It has been stated that Calabria and Greece should improve the quality of their tourism industry and 

transports facilities in general, but also should reinforce relations between their populations that, thanks to 

their common cultural heritage, are already strongly related. This element could be a step for the EUSAIR 

Ionian dimension that should be highlighted in the identification of the EUSAIR brand. The creation of new 

thematic, eco-friendly tourism itineraries, agri-entrepreneurships and research were discussed. The 

bergamot, a typical fruit of this region, could offer interesting possibilities for development, because of its 

peculiar properties, which can be useful also in cosmetics, health care and medicine, and both regions, 

Calabria and Greece, researchers and entrepreneurs, are strongly interested by this local special product. All 

the topics were discussed with speakers from Greece, who highlighted common needs, objectives and 

visions. 

A European conference on cooperation will follow during the first months of 2015, in Calabria. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The seminar focused on different aspects of promoting economic and cohesion growth through European 

cooperation within the project presented by the Calabria region. In particular, the process concerns the 

fourth pillar of the EUSAIR strategy, involving all the local administrations and the grass roots. Creating an 

“Adriatic-Ionian community” would increase the sense of cohesion and awareness of the common cultural 

heritage, constituting a main element for success of the strategy. 

The seminar provided a great opportunity to set up networking activities, and the public administration 

involved stated its intention to continue and improve the activities with a view to identifying a specific and 

common objective for European cooperation. 

 

Quote: 

 

“The seminar aims to contribute to increasing the European connections of the Calabria region, mainly 

within the EUSAIR, and improving the multilevel public administration skills and methodologies in European 

and international cooperation”. 
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"Evaluation on administrative costs and burden and regional 

governance systems" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Dissemination event 

 

Organisers: Autonomous region of Friuli Venezia Giulia – Finance, property and programming central 

directorate 

 

Chair:  First session: Paola Tabor, Friuli Venezia Giulia region 

 Second session: Alessandro Valenza, T33 - Ancona 

 

Speakers: Paola Tabor, Friuli Venezia Giulia region 

 Alessandro Valenza, T33 – Ancona 

 Giancarlo Vecchi, Politecnico di Milano 

 

Outline: 

 

The FVG region carried out a broad evaluation process in the last year in order to analyse the impact and 

outcomes of the regional policy investments in cohesion over the last two programming periods 2000-2006 

and 2007-2013. 

This process was dedicated to ten different regional policies, in order to obtain more information, 

suggestions and inputs for the new programming period 2014-2020. 

One aspect of the evaluation process was dedicated to analysing and studying in depth the administrative 

costs and burdens and regional governance systems. 

The event was aimed at disseminating and discussing the results of this evaluation report together with the 

support of the External Expert Group who conducted the evaluation study and with other European and local 

experts. 

The goal was to debate the governance and implementation model with the intention of suggesting tools to 

improve the multi-level governance in the region together with the introduction of simplification 

instruments and better administrative procedures for the new programming period. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The added value of integrated governance lies primarily in the ability to build social capital in terms of new 

networks, knowledge, skills, innovation and synergies. The integrated governance should be adopted only 

when its added value is determined, i.e. when the intangible assets are dominant (capacity development on 

the territory / innovation) or when the problem to be solved covers multiple areas (different territories / 

areas / functions). 

 

Friuli Venezia Giulia (Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion) 

Trieste 

30 September 2014 
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More information: 

 

http://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/cms/RAFVG/GEN/programmazione/FOGLIA21/ 

 

 

 

http://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/cms/RAFVG/GEN/programmazione/FOGLIA21/
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"Supporting Smart innovation" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type: Workshop 

 

Organisers: Genoa Municipality and University of Genoa 

 

Chair: Francesco Oddone, Assessore, Genoa municipality 

 

Speakers: Paolo Castiglieri, Genoa municipality and Stefania Manca, University of Genoa 

 

Outline: 

 

Genoa is chair of the Eurocities Smart Cities Forum. In this capacity, the workshop targeted local 

entrepreneurs and business associations with a view to raising awareness of the EU 2020 strategy and in 

particular drawing attention to funding opportunities that are available to support this theme at European, 

national, regional and city levels. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

There was considerable interest in the theme but at the same time, one key conclusion was the need to 

have a better definition of what was meant by “smart”. There was also a need to clarify in what ways the 

city and region would support the development of the necessary high-speed infrastructure. 

 

Quote: 

 

“It’s about smart people and smart institutions”. 

 

More information: 

 

www.comune.genova.it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genoa (Local Urban Development European Network) 

Genoa 

28 October 2014 
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"Culture and Creativity as a development driver: Territory,  

Projects and SMEs" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type: Workshop 

 

Organisers: Lazio Region – Culture and Youth Policies Directorate 

 

Chair: Maria Grazia Napolitano, Chief Editor of the AKI Adnkronos, Moderator 

 

Speakers: Nicola Zingaretti, Lazio Region President 

 Eugenio Patané, Council of Lazio Region, Culture Commission President 

 Lidia Ravera, Lazio Region, Culture and Youth Policies Regional Minister  

 Roberto Ciambetti, Veneto Region – Regional Minister 

 Massimo Mezzetti, Emilia-Romagna Region - Regional Minister 

 Francesco Palumbo, Puglia Region – Director 

 Silvia Costa, EU Parliament 

 Diego Marani, Councillor of the Italian Minister of Culture 

 Cristina Loglio, Italian minister of Culture 

 Ana Isa Coelho, Intermunicipal Community of Alentejo Central (PT) 

 David Furmage, Coventry University Enterprises (UK) 

 Anthony Story, Director Silicon South & Consultant, Creative England (UK) 

 Gian Paolo Manzella, Lazio Region Councillor 

 Laura Tassinari, BIC Lazio General Director 

 Miriam Cipriani, Lazio Region, Culture and Youth Policies Regional Director 

 

Outline: 

 

The Lazio region local event presented the policies and tools to promote the development of the cultural and 

creative sector in the region, according to the European guidelines. SMEs that have participated in European 

projects brought their experiences to enrich the exchange of good practices.  

The event combined with the final conference of the project 3C4Incubators: Culture, Creative and Clusters 

for Incubators, held in the morning of the same day, whose objective is to capitalise on the results achieved 

in other territorial cooperation projects. 3C4Incubators promotes a network of SMEs in the cultural and 

creative sectors, to exchange experiences and know-how, promoting economic initiatives to strengthen the 

business skills of SMEs themselves. 

The event was an opportunity to deepen the tools to support the cultural and creative sector existing at 

different levels: European, the MED program and the national and regional level. The experiences and 

support tools were presented by some experts involved in the field of the creativity. 

Lazio (Europe of Traditions - Linking through itineraries) 

Rome 

6 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

Rome is a place where it is possible to exchange a lot of experiences. 

The importance of cultural heritage and the difficulties involved in managing it now represent a real 

problem to be solved. 

Cultural and creative SMEs are often scarcely supported by public institutions, so the attention given to 

them and their work has sent out an important signal. 

 

Quote:  

 

“Culture and creativity are a real European melting pot of minds” 

 

More information: 

 

www.ice-med.eu 

www.3c4incubators.eu 

www.regione.lazio.it 

www.regione.lazio.it/rl_cultura/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ice-med.eu/
http://www.3c4incubators.eu/
http://www.regione.lazio.it/
http://www.regione.lazio.it/rl_cultura/
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"CPExpo 2014" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Exhibition 

 

Organisers: Home italian Ministry, University of Genova, Italian Ministry of Defence, Italian Industries 

Federation for Aerospace, Defence and Security, SERIT Platform, Regione Liguria, Liguria 

Technology Cluster SIIT, PORTO ANTICO DI GENOVA S.p.A, Marine Technology Liguria 

District 

 

Chair: Claudio Burlando, President of Liguria Region 

 Graham Willmott, Head, Policy and Research in Security Unit, DG Enterprise and Industry 

 Maurizio Aiello on behalf of the Italian Minister of Education, University and Research 

 

Speakers: Renzo Guccinelli, Regional Minister of Economic Development, Liguria Region 

 Alberto Contaretti, Programme Officer – EU Policies, Policy and Research in Security Unit, 

DG Enterprise and Industry 

 Pierre Karleskind, Vice-President, Brittany region 

 Virgilio Mouta Pereira, Research Director, Magellan Association, Portugal 

 

Outline: 

 

The growing importance of critical infrastructure, its protection and the related cyber security protocols has 

led to different approaches and continuous legislative changes worldwide. CPExpo is the answer to the need 

for an exhibition, which provides visibility and business opportunities to those industrial solutions and the 

newest innovation enabling communities to feel safe thanks to the protection of their critical infrastucture. 

The region of Liguria, together with the regions of PACA, Castilla y Leon and Brittany, the Magellan 

association from Portugal and the Paragon organisation from Malta, has launched a network on the security 

aspect, in particular urban security, resilience, critical infrastructure and security in the maritime sector. This 

initiative has received the endorsement of the Italian presidency of the European Union, and the European 

Commission through the Innovation Partnership for smart cities and communities and DG Home Affairs. It 

has also been promoted in the framework of the Open Days. 

The idea is to work on the new programming period 2014-2020 of the Cohesion Funds in particular the so-

called “smart specialisation strategies” promoted to regional authorities by DG REGIO, by promoting 

measures devoted to boosting business innovation, new jobs and skills and social inclusion and setting up 

synergies between the diverse EU initiatives (H2020, COSME, EIB). 

 

Liguria (Alliance for smart maritime industries) 

Genoa 

9-11 December 2014 
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More information: 

 

http://www.ansa.it/liguria/notizie/europa/2014/09/26/liguria-rilancia-la-sfida-dellindustria-marittima-in-

ue_b9c8de0e-c7c1-4d44-98bb-a31567700fd1.html 

 

http://www.ansa.it/liguria/notizie/europa/2014/12/09/network-europeo-delle-regioni-su-sicurezza-parte-

da-genova_5388941a-8f40-490c-8285-3fe44216bbd8.html 

 

http://www.centrocongressigenova.it/cp-expo-2014/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ansa.it/liguria/notizie/europa/2014/09/26/liguria-rilancia-la-sfida-dellindustria-marittima-in-ue_b9c8de0e-c7c1-4d44-98bb-a31567700fd1.html
http://www.ansa.it/liguria/notizie/europa/2014/09/26/liguria-rilancia-la-sfida-dellindustria-marittima-in-ue_b9c8de0e-c7c1-4d44-98bb-a31567700fd1.html
http://www.ansa.it/liguria/notizie/europa/2014/12/09/network-europeo-delle-regioni-su-sicurezza-parte-da-genova_5388941a-8f40-490c-8285-3fe44216bbd8.html
http://www.ansa.it/liguria/notizie/europa/2014/12/09/network-europeo-delle-regioni-su-sicurezza-parte-da-genova_5388941a-8f40-490c-8285-3fe44216bbd8.html
http://www.centrocongressigenova.it/cp-expo-2014/
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"Europe in my region: food production and the food industry 

as a development opportunity for the future" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type: Conference 

 

Organisers: Province of Matera 

 

Chair: Francesco Paolo Di Ginosa, Head of the Europe Office and International Services 

 

Speakers: Franco De Giacomo – President of the Province of Matera; 

 Enrico De Capua – Manager of International Services Province of Matera; 

 Andrea Freschi - CEO of Alsia agency for innovation in agri-food;  

 Franco Di Ginosa - Head of the Europe Office and International Services, and project 

manager I4FOOD project; 

 Francoise Molegnana – manager of European Affairs Rhone-Alpes Region (France); 

 Francesco Cellini – manager of the Metapontum Agrobios-Alsia Research Centre; 

 Enzo Finocchiaro – Manager European projects Province of Rimini; 

 Mario Battello - Manager TECLA Association 

 

Outline: 

 

The event started with a presentation of the I4Food project, and the results of the final conference held in 

Brussels on 7 October last. After that, the event focused on the following aspects. 

First of all, the experts showed how food production can become a driver for regional agriculture and for the 

economic and social development of the region. In particular, local food and organic food, which are ever 

more recognised by consumers; this can reinforce the development of others fields too, such as local and 

regional tourism.  

At the same time, the event showcased the innovative services provided to the food industry by the regional 

agency Alsia and the results of the research carried out by their research centre Agrobios, in the 

biotechnologies field. 

The event included the presentation of  best practices studied under the I4Food project, how they can open 

up different opportunities for food industries in the Basilicata region, and what the best practices can teach: 

internationalisation, innovation, etc. There was a particular focus on bestpractices from the I4Food project 

transferred from other regions to the Basilicata region. 

At the end of the event, the focus shifted to how the European Union programmes can help the food 

industries to develop, and the Horizon 2020 programme and COSME were presented. 

 

Conclusions:  The good practices of the I4Food project, the innovative services for agri-food industries and 

the good practices transferred to Basilicata met the interest of the audience. The enterprises that attended 

the event showed considerable interest in good practices and European projects that can offer new 

solutions and teach them how some common problems are tackled by other businesses in other countries. 

Province of Matera (Regions of Food) 

Matera 

18 Novembre 2014 
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In general, they have a positive position towards European projects and ask that these studies and 

exchanges of experiences between food industries be continued. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Food production and the food industry constitute an opportunity for the future of Basilicata region” 

 

More information: 

 

For pictures uploaded to the I4Food website: 

http://www.i4food.eu/open-days-local-event-matera-18-november-2014-europe-in-my-region/ 

 

For more information, press release, etc. the I4Food website: 

http://www.i4food.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/End-of-project-I4Food-press-release_english-

22_12_14.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.i4food.eu/open-days-local-event-matera-18-november-2014-europe-in-my-region/
http://www.i4food.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/End-of-project-I4Food-press-release_english-22_12_14.pdf
http://www.i4food.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/End-of-project-I4Food-press-release_english-22_12_14.pdf
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"Intersectoral approaches for active and healthy ageing" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Workshop/seminar 

 

Organisers: Tuscany Region, EuroHealthNet 

 

Chair: David Pattison, Former President of EuroHealthNet, Consultant in Management and Health 

 

Speakers: Gian Franco Gensini, University of Florence 

 Karoline Noworyta, EuroHealthNet 

 Alberto Zanobini, Tuscany Region 

 Fabio Voller, Tuscan Regional Health Agency (ARS) 

 Linda Davies, Public Health Wales, International Health Coordination Centre 

 Louise Lanting, National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) 

 Anastasia Papaprokopiou, the Society for the Development and Creative Occupation of 

Children (EADAP) 

 Ineta Zirina, Riga City Council 

 Els Wouters, VIGeZ 

 Anne Svensson, Region Vasta Götaland 

 Gordon McLaren, Public Health Department, NHS Fife 

 Nicola Wilson, North of England EU Health Partnership 

 Sandro Sorbi, University of Florence 

 Luoma Minna-Liisa, Finnish National Institute for Health and Welfare 

 Fabrizio Landi, Tuscan Life Sciences Cluster/Toscana Life Sciences 

 Ann-Charlotte Ekloef, Stockholm City Council 

 Anita Kuczerowska, Polish National Institute for Public Health 

 

Outline: 

 

The first day was dedicated to active and healthy ageing strategies and health policy models (a state-of-play 

of what is happening in AHA in EuroHealthNet member states and regions, and experiences in collaboration), 

as well as a visit to the “Don Gnocchi” Foundation Research Hospital in Florence. The second day was 

dedicated to the idea of seniors as a social resource (the opportunities provided by an ageing population and 

the contributions that seniors can make to their communities), and to the contribution of research and 

innovation to active and healthy ageing, as well as opportunities for the silver economy. 

 

Tuscany (EU4Health) 

Florence 

16-17 October 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

Active ageing is a challenge that cannot be overcome without active cooperation from all players, but it is 

also an opportunity to resolve social problems and drive scientific and economic development. By 

questioning a traditional vision of ageing and facilitating active engagement from all stakeholders, an ageing 

population has the potential to become an asset instead of a burden. 

 

Quote: 

 

“The public, private and third sectors face the golden years together” 

 

More information: 

 

http://eurohealthnet.eu/media/eurohealthnet-and-tuscany-region-organise-study-visit-intersectoral-

approaches-active-and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://eurohealthnet.eu/media/eurohealthnet-and-tuscany-region-organise-study-visit-intersectoral-approaches-active-and
http://eurohealthnet.eu/media/eurohealthnet-and-tuscany-region-organise-study-visit-intersectoral-approaches-active-and
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"Clusters of SMEs: Experiences and Perspective for the Future" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Meeting between companies and the research community 

 

Organisers: Polo Umbria Energia 

 With the patronage of : Regione Umbria, Camera di Commercio di Perugia, Università degli 

Studi di Perugia, Camera di Commercio di Terni, Confindustria Umbria 

 

Chair: Mauro Zenobi, President, Polo Umbria Energia 

 

Speakers: Francesco Asdrubali, Department of Engineering - University of Perugia 

 Antonio Picardi, CRE srl 

 Lara Pelliccia, Centro Interuniversitario di Ricerca sull'Inquinamento e sull'Ambiente - 

CIRIAF (Inter-university Research Centre on Pollution and the Environment), University of 

Perugia 

 Francesco Guarino, Maya srl 

 Gloria Pignatta, Veronica Lucia Castaldo, CIRIAF, University of Perugia 

 Emanuele Piccioni, Luigi Metelli SpA 

 Consorzio IPASS Scarl research group 

 Nando Tinti, Colacem Spa 

 Massimo Chiappini, Stefano dell’Anna – Department of Agrarian and Environmental 

Sciences, University of Perugia  

 Angelo Ammenti – Coop Umbria Casa 

 

Outline: 

 

The event, which included a Poster Session, had the purpose of bringing together the worlds of business and 

academia. The intended objective was to stimulate their investment and commitment in innovation in order 

to capture the added value of permeation between industry and innovative research projects. 

The meeting provided an opportunity for researchers, research groups and companies to present and share 

their ideas or projects, stimulating the encounter between supply and demand for innovation in the light of 

experience gained in Umbria through numerous innovation projects for cluster companies in recent years 

(the regional program I-Start). 

 

More information: 

 

Press release (in Italian):  

http://www.agronomiforestaliumbria.it/public/eventi/files_645/Comunicato%20stampa_PosterSession_14N

ovembre.pdf 

Announcement (in Italian) on website of Polo Umbria Energia) 

http://www.poloumbriaenergia.it/index.php/it/component/k2/item/130-poster-session 

Umbria (Clusters for Regional growth) 

Perugia 

14 November 2014 

http://www.agronomiforestaliumbria.it/public/eventi/files_645/Comunicato%20stampa_PosterSession_14Novembre.pdf
http://www.agronomiforestaliumbria.it/public/eventi/files_645/Comunicato%20stampa_PosterSession_14Novembre.pdf
http://www.poloumbriaenergia.it/index.php/it/component/k2/item/130-poster-session
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"European Cooperation and the Promotion of Historical,  

Cultural and Religious Itineraries for Territorial Development" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type: Conference 

 

Organisers: Veneto Region – Brussels Department 

 

Chair: Antonio Franzina, Head of the Secretariat of the Regional Minister for Budget and Local 

Administrations, Veneto Region 

 

Speakers: Roberto Ciambetti, Regional Minister for Budget and Local Administrations, Veneto Region 

 Alberto D’Alessandro, Director of the Council of Europe in Venice 

 Francisco Calheiros, Executive Coordinator of the MINHOIN Consortium, Portugal 

 Shaul Bassi, Professor at Ca' Foscari University of Venice 

 Miriam Cipriani, Director of the Regional Department for Culture, Sport and Youth Policy, 

Lazio Region 

 Massimo Tedeschi, President of the European Association of Via Francigena ways 

 Diego Vecchiato, Director of the Department for Cooperation and International Policies, 

Veneto Region 

 Alberto Passi, President of the Venetian Villas Association 

 Ian White, Attaché to the Archbishop of Canterbury 

 

Outline: 

 

Several historical, cultural and regional itineraries, which were represented at our day and/or have been 

recently rediscovered, rose to prominence in medieval times. Travellers walked and rode on trails in a time 

when the vacuum created by the Western Roman Empire was replaced by multiple political entities, big 

movements of people took place and new trade routes were inaugurated. Among travellers, a leading role 

was played by pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem, Rome, Canterbury, Santiago de Compostela, etc. 

On 4 December 2014, during a conference in Venice, several representatives of institutions, associations, etc. 

engaged in the development of historical/cultural/itineraries were invited to share their experience and 

knowledge. Special attention was given both to the management of ways (marketing, trail signage, services 

for visitors, etc.) and their funding though programmes financed by the European Union, the Council of 

Europe, other institutions and private entities. The speakers notably included: Roberto Ciambetti, Regional 

Minister for Budget and Local Administrations; Alberto D’Alessandro, Director of the Council of Europe in  

Venice; and Ian White, Attaché to the Archbishop of Canterbury in Brussels. 

Veneto (Europe of Traditions - Linking through itineraries) 

Venice 

4 December 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

Rediscovering historical, cultural and regional itineraries, notably including the ways of pilgrims, is both an 

important cultural endeavour and a strategy for territorial development. Through accurate marketing, 

improvement of trail signage and the offer of a wide range of services for visitors, tourism can be brought 

from cities to rural and peripheral areas. This favours the cohesion of regions and is good for local 

communities, businesses, producers and, last but not least, visitors themselves, who are offered high-quality 

tourism and the opportunity of experiencing what real life looks like in the heartlands. 

 

Quote: 

 

"The roots of European identity are to be found in the ways of pilgrims" 

 

More information: 

 

Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Im4rUZdTrf4 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Im4rUZdTrf4
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"Building Strategy together: challenges and opportunities" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Workshop 

 

Organisers: Calabria Region and Formez PA 

 

Chair: Paolo Praticò, AdG FESR Regione Calabria 

 

Speakers: Alessandro Rainoldi -DG Regio – Piattaforma S3 (IPTS-JRC) 

 Giorgio Martini - DPS-ricerca e innovazione 

 Luigi Gallo -Invitalia 

 PROVINCIA AUTONOMA DI TRENTO/TRENTORISE - Ivan Pilati – Anna Paola A 

Beccara 

 REGIONE CALABRIA –Michela Paese and Antonio Mazzei 

 REGIONE CAMPANIA – Giuseppe Russo -via Skype 

 REGIONE EMILIA ROMAGNA – Silvano Bertini 

 REGIONE SICILIANA –Emanuele Villa and Emanuela Guccione  

 Discussant: Francesco Grillo (vision and value) 

 

Outline: 

 

The event was made up of two interrelated workshops, each one with a specific agenda, and were held in 

the participating regions. Each workshop had a context-introducing plenary session and a round table. The 

local event was an opportunity to communicate and share approaches and thoughts about the new 

Structural Fund programming period with other Italian regional administrations as well as with States and 

regions of other EU countries. More than any other programme or policy, the smart specialisation strategy is 

aimed at enhancing inter-sectoral cooperation and developing  strategic and multi-level governance on 

important themes for the regional economy such as the environment, energy, transport, rural development, 

tourism, culture, university cooperation and SMEs. Research and development will be of fundamental 

importance in regional policy, as investments in this field have the capacity to stimulate the competitiveness 

of territories and enterprises and promote a systemic and sustainable innovation. The programming process 

has started, and the enhancement of cooperation and dialogue with all stakeholders having an active role in 

innovation processes are the main tools to support the interventions of regional policies in the coming years. 

The local event fully reached its objective of continuing dialogue and debate, which were already started 

during the preparation of the regional strategies, about the choices to be made in the coming years.  

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association 

organising a local event 
 

Calabria 

Reggio Calabria 

28 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The workshops of 27 and 28 November last fully reached the set objectives in the framework of the Open 

Days – Local Events 2014. FormezPA believes that the debate and the gathering of different points of view, 

concerning a certain common aim, brought added value. The smart specialisation, because of its funding link 

with the specialisation and with the excellences of a certain territory, is a suitable way to set up a rich and 

equal discussion, able to involve the Objective Convergence territories as well as the regions of Central and 

Northern Italy, and also offers opportunities to open a discussion beyond national borders. While gathering 

the expertise and ideas and the force required to make them interact and capitalise on the related results is 

a tough task, the advantages for public administrations are tangible. 

 

Quote: 

 

A. Rainoldi: “The entrepreneurial discovery process is different from consultation of the partnership, of 

meeting people, of listening to always the same people. It is a co-decision and co-revision process.” 

 

A. Rainoldi: “The toolbox of smart specialisation has to reflect the innovative approach of smart 

specialisation compared with the past, it has to go along with a “participative” methodology, and it has to 

be open, transparent and addressed to the outside.” 

 

More information: 

 

Video: http://youtu.be/Ner94ZMXYAM 

Instant tweet: @FormezPA #euopendays @innosicilia 

 

http://www.formez.it 

www.capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/capacity-sud-open-days-local-events-2014 

http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/open-days-local-events-2014-messina-e-reggio-calabria-si-

parla-specializzazione-intelligente 

 

http://youtu.be/Ner94ZMXYAM
http://www.formez.it/
http://www.capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/capacity-sud-open-days-local-events-2014
http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/open-days-local-events-2014-messina-e-reggio-calabria-si-parla-specializzazione-intelligente
http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/open-days-local-events-2014-messina-e-reggio-calabria-si-parla-specializzazione-intelligente


 144 

 

 

 

"A common development: smart investments for citizens" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Workshop 

 

Organisers: Municipality of Macomer 

 

Chair: Ms Anna Paola Sechi, councillor responsible for youth policies, municipality of Macomer, 

moderator 

 

Speakers: Mr Antonio Succu, Mayor of the municipality of Macomer; 

 Mr Tore Ghisu, President of the Municipalities Union of Marghine; 

 Ms Anna Pireddu, Delegate of the region of Sardinia for the presentation of the regional 

programming period 2014-2020; presentation of the Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI); 

 Mr Umberto Oppus, Director of Anci Sardinia and member of the Committee of the 

Regions in Brussels; 

 Ms Virginia Mura, Regional Minister for Labour 

 

Outline: 

 

The municipality of Macomer’s local event, entitled A common development: smart investments for citizens, 

took place in Macomer on 10 October 2014. It focused on the recipients of regional and urban policies, 

providing an opportunity to reflect on the first experiences gained through the implementation of the new 

regional policy priorities set by the EU’s budget for 2014-2020.  

In defining the issues of Community interest, considering their joint practice and their application within the 

development of the territory of Macomer, the local event focused on two important EU policy questions: 1) 

the Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI), the new tool to implement territorial strategies in an integrated 

way (planned with a top-down approach); and 2) the Youth Guarantee programme.  

Macomer’s local event was addressed to a target audience of local and regional authorities and stakeholders 

that are directly and/or indirectly involved in the governance of the territory. It also included young people 

with little knowledge of the Youth Guarantee programme in order to raise their awareness of the 

opportunities available. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The workshop A common development: smart investments for citizens represented an opportunity to spur 

on local players (private and public) to develop projects and devise proposals for the strategic and 

integrated development of their territories, which have identical economic and social peculiarities. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Local cooperation is the key to developing a territory”. 

Municipality of Macomer 

Macomer 

10 October 2014 
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More information: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=icDceKDXeSY 

 

http://www.macomernotizie.net/notizie/attualita/1248/sechi-con-leuropa-per-riportare-macomer-al-centro 

http://lanuovasardegna.gelocal.it/nuoro/cronaca/2014/10/09/news/la-settimana-europea-delle-regioni-

oggi-fa-tappa-a-macomer-1.10085477 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=icDceKDXeSY
http://www.macomernotizie.net/notizie/attualita/1248/sechi-con-leuropa-per-riportare-macomer-al-centro
http://lanuovasardegna.gelocal.it/nuoro/cronaca/2014/10/09/news/la-settimana-europea-delle-regioni-oggi-fa-tappa-a-macomer-1.10085477
http://lanuovasardegna.gelocal.it/nuoro/cronaca/2014/10/09/news/la-settimana-europea-delle-regioni-oggi-fa-tappa-a-macomer-1.10085477
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"SmartCities&Communities: Agreements for cities in the Apulia Region" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Workshop 

 

Organisers: Apulia Region and Formez PA 

 

Chair: Domenico Pennone, journalist expert in public communication and innovation 

 

Speakers: Anna Claudia Abis, Person in charge of the Section FARE RETE - project Capacity SUD, 

Formez PA 

 Adriana Agrimi, Managing executive, Apulia Region, Department Industrial research and 

innovation 

 Raffaele Parlangeli, Representative Lecce Smart City and managing director of the 

candidacy procedure Lecce European Capitals of Culture 2019 

 Round table: Francesco Surico, General manager InnovaPuglia spa; Mayors Nicola 

Giorgino, City of Andria; Antonio Decaro, City of Bari; Pasquale Cascella, City of Barletta; 

Cosimo Consales, City of Brindisi; Franco Landella, City of Foggia; Paolo Perrone, City of 

Lecce; Ippazio Stefano, City of Taranto; Luigi Nicola Riserbato, City of Trani  

 Marco Mena, Director of Between and person in charge of the Smart City Index 

 Paolo Casalino, Managing Executive, Apulia Region, Office Relationship with the 

Institutions of the European Union 

 Francesco Profumo, Chairperson Osservatorio ANCI Smart City 

 Loredana Capone, Apulia Region, Councillor for economic development 

 

Outline: 

 

The local event SmartCities&Communities: agreements for cities, organised by the Apulia Regional 

Administration in cooperation with the project Capacity SUD of Formez PA, was aimed at fostering and 

enhancing the transfer of the experiences gained by means of the institutional path SmartPuglia 2020, which 

was developed by the Apulia Region and Formez PA, to the six provincial capitals of the region involved in 

the “Agreements for cities”. 

The presentations were focused on the use of digital technologies aimed at triggering networks of 

relationships and improving the level of cooperation among the territories. The smart cities will enhance and 

strengthen the active participation of citizens, and of the existing tangible and intangible infrastructure. 

During the "round table" with the six Apulia provincial capitals some significant examples of "smartness" 

arose, including the path of Lecce European Capital of Culture 2019. Another important theme concerned 

the measurement of the smartness level of a city, of its policies and of the decision-making processes put in 

place. 

 

Puglia Region 

Bari 

20 September 2014 

 

Autonomou

s Region of 

Sardinia 
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Conclusions:   

 

The event was particularly important as it was an opportunity to establish connections making up a regional 

cooperation network on the issue concerned. The participation of the municipalities involved in the 

"Agreements for cities in the Apulia Region" was important as regards launching the exchange and reuse of 

project practices. The workshop was carried out within a fair context and had a high turnout of participants. 

The event significantly contributed to establishing a shared idea of smartness, geared towards meeting 

citizens’ needs. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Smartness is being able to use information in an intelligent way”  

“We design the future of our cities” 

 

More information: 

 

www.sistema.puglia.it/SistemaPuglia/smart_puglia2020 

www.fesr.regione.puglia.it/portal/pls/portal/FESR.DYN_DOCUMENTO_VIEW.show?p_arg_names=id_docum

ento&p_arg_values=176 

www.capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/capacity-sud-open-days-local-events-2014 

http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/open-days-local-event-regione-puglia-si-discute-smart-cities-

communities 

http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/materiali-workshop-smartcitiescommunities-patti-citta. 
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"Good Practices of social innovation in Sardinia" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Conference 

 

Organisers: Europe Direct – Regional Center of Programming – Autonomous Region of Sardinia 

 Formez PA - Project “Innovation Manager Sardegna (I’M Sardegna)” 

 

Chair: Francesco Ventroni, Head of the Europe Direct – Autonomous Region of Sardinia 

 

Speakers: Francesco Ventroni, Person in charge of Europe Direct Sardinia Region 

 Costanza Cuncu, Project Manager of Project “Innovation Manager Sardegna” - Formez PA 

 Dario Carrera, Impact Hub Roma 

 Gavino Soggia, Coordinator Cooperative Group CGM 

 Gianfranco Fancello, President of “Associazione Sardegna 2050” 

 Ugo Bressanello, President of Foundation “Domus de Luna Onlus » 

 Elettra Godani, Tecnofor srl  

 Gianluca Cadeddu, Director of the Regional Centre of Planning, Autonomous Region of 

Sardinia 

 Barbara Cadeddu, Councillor for Strategic Planning and Institutes of participation, City of 

Cagliari 

 Cipriana Dettori, Officer of Sector Welfare and Equal Opportunities, City of Sassari 

 Maria Rosaria Seta, Official of the Department of Human Services, City of Quartu 

Sant’Elena 

 

Outline: 

 

The main objective achieved by the conference "Good practices of social innovation in Sardinia" was to 

stimulate reflection on social innovation, understood as the regions' ability to produce new ideas, products 

and models that meet social needs more effectively than the existing ones, and to create new relationships 

and collaborations between the public administrations, companies and territories. 

After examining the meaning of the term “social innovation” and the measures that could be activated to 

trigger innovation processes, some social innovation projects were presented aimed at promoting social 

integration processes and targeting the most vulnerable members of society: women, mothers, young 

unemployed people and people at risk of delinquency. During the discussion, it became apparent that there 

are many possibilities as regards creating innovation in society and that the most important aspect to 

consider is to become aware of local resources and give a local interpretation to the meaning of social 

innovation and stop interpreting the models provided by others. It is understood that the real challenge of 

the coming years will be to bring coherence to local needs with available financial resources, for example by 

creating "reservoirs of knowledge", temporary communities or small networks of professionals who may 

participate in the public call and pursue initiatives that come from below. 

Autonomous Region of Sardinia 

Cagliari 

16 October 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The conference on "Good Practices of social innovation in Sardinia" was an opportunity to raise awareness 

among the participants of the impact that social policies have on our cities and on our communities and 

showcase some experiences of social innovation promoted by the public administration of Sardinia, 

associations, non-profit companies and citizens. The event drew attention to the issue and allowed us to 

outline potential initiatives for future development. 

Finally, the conference was also an opportunity to disseminate information on European programmes and 

opportunities offered by the European Union and the role played by Europe Direct Sardinia. 

 

Quote: 

 

"Social innovation is defined as a set of interventions that can intercept the creativity of associations and of 

entrepreneurs to find new ways to respond to the problems and needs of society that voluntary associations, 

businesses and even public administrations find it difficult to cope with" 

 

"Social innovation is the ability of territories and communities to find new solutions to social needs. The 

higher this capacity, the greater will be the impact on the market place, economic development, public 

welfare and quality of life" 

 

"... In Sardinia, in recent years there has been an increase in welfare and growth of GDP per capita which 

enabled the region to get out of "Objective 1”, that means that in Sardinia there are minds and people able 

to create innovation" 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.imsardegna.it/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=243 

 

 

http://www.imsardegna.it/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=243
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"Building Strategy together: challenges and opportunities" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Workshop 

 

Organisers: Regional Center of Programming – Autonomous Region of Sicily and Formez PA 

 

Chair: Vincenzo Falgares, AdG FESR Regione Sicilia 

 

Speakers: Alessandro Rainoldi -DG Regio – Piattaforma S3 (IPTS-JRC) 

 Bernardino D’Auria - Invitalia 

 REGIONE CALABRIA – Tommaso Calabrò 

 REGIONE EMILIA ROMAGNA – Giorgio Moretti 

 REGIONE PUGLIA – Francesco Surico -via Skype 

 REGIONE SICILIANA – Emanuele Villa 

 Discussants: Antonio Russo (FormezPA) and Jesse Marsh (FormezPA) 

 

Outline: 

 

The event was made up of two interrelated workshops, each one with a specific agenda, and held in the 

participating regions. Each workshop had a context-introducing plenary session and a round table. The local 

event was an opportunity to communicate and share approaches and thoughts about the new Structural 

Fund programming period with other Italian regional administrations as well as with States and regions of 

other EU countries. More than any other programme or policy, the smart specialisation strategy is aimed at 

enhancing inter-sectoral cooperation and developing a strategic and multi-level governance on important 

themes for the regional economy such as the environment, energy, transport, rural development, tourism, 

culture, university cooperation and SMEs. Research and development will be of fundamental importance in 

regional policy, as investments in this field have the capacity to stimulate the competitiveness of territories 

and enterprises and promote systemic and sustainable innovation. The programming process has started, 

and the enhancement of cooperation and the dialogue with all stakeholders with an active role in innovation 

processes are the main tools to support the interventions of regional policies in the coming years. 

The local event fully reached its objective of continuing the dialogue and debate, which were already started 

during the preparation of the regional strategies, about the choices to be made in the coming years. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The workshops of 27 and 28 November last fully achieved the objectives set in the framework of the Open 

Days – Local Events 2014. FormezPA believes that the debate and the gathering of different points of view 

concerning a certain common aim, brought added value. Smart specialisation, because of its funding link 

with specialisation and with the excellences of a certain territory, is a suitable way to set up a rich and equal 

discussion, able to involve the Objective Convergence territories as well as the regions of Central and 

Northern Italy, and providing opportunities to open a discussion beyond national borders. While gathering 

Sicilia Region 

Messina 

27 November 2014 
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the expertise and ideas and the force required to make them interact and capitalise on the related results is 

a tough task, the advantages for public administration are tangible. 

 

Quote: 

 

E. Villa: “We have two programming cycles behind us in which innovation strategies where included. 

However they were a ritual way of discussion about research and innovation, and the writing of documents 

was often sub-contracted. Under the new 2014-2020 programming there are important disrupting elements 

in the processes of entrepreneurial discovery.” 

 

More information: 

 

Video: http://youtu.be/Ner94ZMXYAM 

Instant tweet: @FormezPA #euopendays @innosicilia  

 

http://www.formez.it 

www.capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/capacity-sud-open-days-local-events-2014 

http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/open-days-local-events-2014-messina-e-reggio-calabria-si-

parla-specializzazione-intelligente 

 

 

http://youtu.be/Ner94ZMXYAM
http://www.formez.it/
http://www.capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/capacity-sud-open-days-local-events-2014
http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/open-days-local-events-2014-messina-e-reggio-calabria-si-parla-specializzazione-intelligente
http://capacitaistituzionale.formez.it/content/open-days-local-events-2014-messina-e-reggio-calabria-si-parla-specializzazione-intelligente
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"OnLine Collaboration Hub on E-Government, Sustainable Urban 

Governance and Climate Change in the Covenant of Mayors" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Seminar 

 

Organisers: studionavarra.co.uk – London (UK), Randbee (IT), DEEP Blue (BE), ANCI Sicilia (IT), OpenSW 

Association (IT), CGIL Sicilia, FRED Sicilia 

 

Chair: Diego Navarra, Founder and Director of Studio Navarra 

 Alfio La Rosa, CGIL Sicilia – FRED Sicilia 

 Andrea Leone, Environmental and development expert at the JRC of the European 

Commission 

 

Speakers: Andrea Leone, Environmental and development expert at the JRC of the European 

Commission – founder of Randbee  

 Diego Navarra, Founder and Director of StudioNavarra 

 Salvatore Calleri, Assessore dell’energia e dei servizi di pubblica utilità 

 Leoluca Orlando, Mayor of Palermo e Presidente ANCI Sicilia 

 Paolo Amenta, Mayor of Canicattini Bagni e vice Presidente ANCI Sicilia 

 Francesco Cappello, Enea di Palermo 

 Giorgio Cappello, Presidente Regionale Piccola Industria Confindustria 

 Vincenzo Antonucci, CNR ITAE di Messina 

 Fabio Montagnino, Consorzio ARCA di Palermo 

 Beno Biundo, Fedagri Confcoperative 

 Pino Gullo, Legacoop Sicilia 

 Alfio La Rosa, CGIL SICILIA - FRED Sicilia 

 Fabio Volo 

 EVENT SUPPORTERS : Centro Comune di Ricerca della Commissione Europea, Randbee SRL , 

Anbessa Environmental Consulting,  Associazione OpenSW, Polo Tecnico Turismo di 

Palermo (una JV di scuole e aziende), Aqua Consulting Belgio, Volo Engineering, EPN 

Consulting (UK), Network Link. 

 

Outline: 

 

The seminar discussed an online collaboration hub connecting all relevant levels of government, business 

and civil society to build capacity on climate impact, and to enhance sustainability, resilience, diversity and 

adaptation within the EU and UN Global Compact Cities Programme in the face of complex urban challenges. 

The aim of this project is to develop a web based platform of knowledge management, exchange and 

international collaboration between scientific and industry research focussed on innovation in support of a 

green economy and sustainable urban development. The platform will enable public decision makers, 

businesses and society to integrate inter-disciplinary and inter-sectoral data and to access the information 

Palermo 

3 October 2014 

studionavarra.co.uk 
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they need to plan for climate impact while building more resilience. The project will also contribute to 

ensuring robust estimates of the costs and benefits, as well as risks and opportunities associated with 

different adaptation and mitigation pathways against a background of uncertainty about the future climate 

and its impact. Finally, the take up of the solutions identified by public authorities and policy makers will 

support the integrated 

sustainability of evidence based policies and interventions designed  to address the root causes of climate 

change while improving raw materials and resources productivity, supporting the green economy and the 

global movement towards decarbonisation and sustainable development in urban areas. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Follow-up action is being discussed in relation to plans and projects within the Covenant of Mayors in 

Palermo. 

 

More information: 

 

Pictures are available from:  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10204654417984088&set=p.10204654417984088&type=1 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10204653929531877&set=p.10204653929531877&type=1 

 

A video is also available at this URL: 

http://youtu.be/XXLwk_JpkTM 

 

http://palermo.repubblica.it/dettaglio-news/15:17/4548119 

http://www.giornalecittadinopress.it/palermo-domani-seminario-su-e-government-cambi-climatici-

sviluppo-urbano-sostenibile/ 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10204654417984088&set=p.10204654417984088&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10204653929531877&set=p.10204653929531877&type=1
http://youtu.be/XXLwk_JpkTM
http://palermo.repubblica.it/dettaglio-news/15:17/4548119
http://www.giornalecittadinopress.it/palermo-domani-seminario-su-e-government-cambi-climatici-sviluppo-urbano-sostenibile/
http://www.giornalecittadinopress.it/palermo-domani-seminario-su-e-government-cambi-climatici-sviluppo-urbano-sostenibile/
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"How to measure the change generated by European 

Territorial Cooperation" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type: Workshop 

 

Organisers: t33 Ltd 

 

Chair: Nicola Brignani, t33 Expert of European Territorial Cooperation 

 

Speakers: Flavia Zuccon, Regione Veneto 

 Federico Rosset, Regione Veneto 

 Vince Muspratt, Norfolk County Council, ‘France (Channel) England Programme’ Managing 

Authority 

 Marie Pierre Tighe, ‘France (Channel) England Programme’ JTS 

 Katarina Jurlina, Expert of Public Administration Capacity Building 

 Pietro Celotti, University of Macerata/t33 

 

Outline: 

 

The workshop provided an opportunity to discuss the relevance of cooperation in the new DG Regio logical 

framework, in view of the new programming period 2014-2020. The first results expected from European 

Territorial Cooperation programmes (France (Channel) England and Italy-Croatia), were presented, with a 

focus on innovation and environmental policies.  

The issues related to the establishment or change of a managing authority were discussed by Ms Flavia 

Zuccon and Mr Vincent Muspratt. Then, the t33 experts Nicola Brignani and Pietro Celotti encouraged 

discussion of the present and future challenges to be faced by each programme, such as the divergences 

between the countries in the area of environmental policies or the use of the national languages by the 

project working groups. Ms Katarina Jurlina, a Croatian expert of administrative capacity building, confirmed 

the importance of focussing on the linguistic issue in the start-up of the Italy-Croatia CP. This point of view 

was shared by Ms Marina Juricev, an expert of territorial cooperation currently working for CEI – Central 

Europe Initiative. 

The questions asked by external experts/stakeholders during the live chat session (via Twitter, selected 

hashtag: #ETChange) were mainly related to the role of the macro-regional strategies in the preparation of 

the two programmes. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

At the end of the seminar, specific difficulties were mentioned such as the differences in terms of co-

financing rates by the respective governments and the possible delays in reimbursement to the 

beneficiaries. Both programmes’ representatives expressed the need to reach a higher level of 

t33 Srl 

Venice 

27 November 2014 
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harmonization at EU level in terms of project selection criteria and required level of evidence of 

expenditure. 

Both programmes’ representatives expressed the will to continue communicating with each other after this 

introductory virtual meeting, in order to exchange experiences and good practices for better management 

of the Cooperation Programmes. 

 

More information: 

 

The twitter account @t33Srl was systematically used before, during and after the event, mainly using with 

the hashtags #EUOpenDays and #ETChange. 22 tweets were published in the period 10 November - 27 

November. The ‘Two Seas’ cross-border programme created a Twitter account to have the chance to interact 

with the seminar. 

In addition, 3 web news were published on the company multilingual website (www.t33.it).  

The first news, published on the 10th of November, aimed at announcing the event to the experts interested 

in the technical issue of European Territorial Cooperation (http://www.t33.it/en/node/491). 

The second news, published on the 24th of November, aimed at announcing the Agenda details 

(http://www.t33.it/en/node/493). 

The third news, published on the 4th of December, reported the results of the seminar 

(http://www.t33.it/en/node/497). 

http://www.t33.it/en/node/497


 156 

LATVIA 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Latvia no local event organised 

Riga Riga 

 

 

The regional partners from Latvia had planned two events. 

 

Riga had planned a seminar to take place mid-September on “Urban 

planning for smart solutions for Green Environment in European Capital 

Cities and Regions”. 

 

No report is enclosed. 
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LITHUANIA 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

Public organisation Consensus Europae Marijampolė 

 

 

Lithuania had one independent partner, the Public organisation 

Consensus Europae which didn't get back with any information. 
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MALTA 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

City of Valletta Valletta 
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"Dialogue in the Med" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  International Conference 

 

Organisers: Valletta 2018 Foundation 

 

Chair:  Dr Karsten Xuereb, Valletta 2018 Foundation 

 

 Keynote Speakers  

 Prof Henry Frendo – various, including UNESCO national commissioner  

 Prof Mostafa Hassani-Idrissi - various (edited manual on the Mediterranean as part of 

Marseille 2013)  

 

 Other speakers: 

 Lluis Bonet – ENCATC (European Network of Cultural Administration Training Centres) 

 Dr George Cassar - Institute for Tourism Travel and Culture, UoM and Valletta 2018 

Foundation Research Coordinating Committee 

 Dr Jason Dittmer – Reader in Human Geography, University College London 

 Khadija El Bennaoui – researcher on mobility  

 Hatto Fischer – various, including ECOC network based in Athens 

 France Irrmann, Responsable Pôle événements, Espaceculture_Marseille 

 Christine Merkel - German Commission for UNESCO (responsible for, among other things, 

monitoring and the implementation of the UNESCO Convention on cultural diversity) 

 Ferdinand Richard – various, including Roberto Cimetta Fund 

 Dr Enric Olivé Serret – UNESCO Chair for Euro-Med intercultural dialogue, Universitat 

Rovira i Virgili, Tarragona 

 Giacomo Sferlazzo – Artist singer-songwriter and activist 

 Anna Steinkamp – German Commission for UNESCO (responsible for, among other things, 

monitoring and the implementation of the UNESCO Convention on cultural diversity) 

 Carlo Testini – BJCEM responsible for the Biennale of Young Artists of Europe & the 

Mediterranean/ARCI (Rome) 

 Roger Tropeano – Les Rencontres 

 Dr Nadia von Maltzah, Orient-Institut Beirut 

 

Outline: 

 

Dialogue in the Med was the First Annual Valletta 2018 International Conference on Cultural Relations in 

Europe and the Mediterranean. This conference aimed to address aspects of contemporary cultural relations 

across the Mediterranean in the framework of Valletta as European Capital of Culture 2018. 

The conference, held at the University of Malta Valletta Campus in early September 2014 was addressed by 

a broad range of international and local speakers ranging from people working within the fields of cultural 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Malta (European Capitals of Culture Network) 

Valletta 

4-5 September 2014 
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policy, academia and research, to artists and political activists, as well as representatives of the European 

Commission. 

The conference thematic areas were: 

• Capacity building through networks; 

• Overcoming challenges to mobility; 

• (Re)defining cultural identity in the Mediterranean; 

• Diplomacy through dialogue 

A variety of international speakers were invited to reflect on how the Valletta 2018 European Capital of 

Culture project can contribute to a dialogue and exchange of experiences in terms of cultural experiences 

and expressions in the Euro-Med area, also in light of the chequered history of super-national initiatives such 

as the Union for the Mediterranean and the Anna Lindh Foundation. 

Conference proceedings will be published in due course. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The Valletta 2018 Foundation looked at the Dialogue in the Med conference as a great opportunity to bring 

people together and build new synergies and networks between the two regions. The conference allowed 

for the creation of synergies between local and international operators, academics and artists, as a central 

part of its journey towards 2018. Such an event provides a tool amongst nations in the Mediterranean as a 

keystone for future development. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Cities worldwide are unique social and political entities … the open and inclusive city has to be the 

benchmark to strive for”.  

Christine M Merkel 

 

More information: 

 

www.valletta2018.org 

 

 

 

http://www.valletta2018.org/
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MONTENEGRO 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Budva Budva 

Montenegro Kotor 

 

 

 

Montenegro had two regional partners organising local events. Budva was 

supposed to organise an exhibiton on 'Get to know our European friends' 

and Montenegro had foreseen a press conference in November on 

Territorial cooperation – European cultural bridge.  

 

No reports enclosed. 
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NORWAY 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Mid-Norway Stjørdal 

Nordland Bodø 

Oslo Region Sarpsborg 

South Norway no local event organised 

Stavanger Region Stavanger 

West Norway Bergen 

 

The regional partners from Norway had planned six events. 

 

Stavanger Region had planned a conference on "The city region as an 

engine for development and growth" to take place mid-October. 

 

The reports of Mid-Norway, Nordland, Oslo Region and West Norway 

are enclosed. 
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"SME participation in Europe’s value creation through EU projects" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type: Seminar 

 

Organisers: The Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise (NHO), Innovation Norway / Enterprise Europe 

Network, Mid-Norway European Office, Trondheim Municipality, Norwegian University of 

Science and Technology (NTNU) 

 

Chair:  Jon Uthus, Senior Advisor, Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise (NHO) 

 Thea Forsberg, European Affairs Adviser, Mid-Norway European Office 

 

Speakers:   Vidar Helgesen, Minister for European Affairs and Chief of Staff to Prime Minister Erna 

Solberg 

 Helen Campell, EU Ambassador to Norway 

 Lisbeth Vassaas, Senior Adviser, Enterprise Europe Network 

 Jorid Løkken, CEO AudioPlus AS 

 Geir Hanssen, Senior Researcher, SINTEF ICT  

 Till Christopher Lech, Special Adviser, Norwegian Research Council 

 

Outline: 

 

Mid-Norway’s local event focused on the EU’s programme for research and innovation, Horizon 2020, and 

discussed how regional SMEs can get involved, with emphasis on the SME instrument. 2014 is the year of 

implementation of Horizon 2020 in Norway and more and more SMEs in our region are now starting to see 

the benefits of European cooperation. It is important to outline the societal challenges the EU has targeted 

in order to create an understanding of what kinds of projects and initiatives are needed to ensure European 

growth. The link between R&D and businesses needs to be strengthened in Mid-Norway. We think this is an 

area with great potential in our region. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Norway participates on an equal footing with EU member countries in Horizon 2020. Norwegian companies 

and researchers must take advantage of opportunities to forge partnerships and seek funding for innovative 

projects through EU programmes. We have a great need to be at the forefront of European innovation in 

order for our business community to stay competitive in a growing market. Several Trøndelag businesses 

were cited as good examples during the conference. 

 
Quote: 
 
“EU countries are not only our main trading partners, but also our most important friends” Vidar Helgesen 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Mid-Norway (Smart Partnerships for Jobs and Growth) 

Stjørdal 

3 November 2014 



 165 

 
More information: 

 

Article (in Norwegian): https://www.nho.no/Om-NHO/Regionforeninger/NHO-Trondelag/Nyheter/trondelag-

ma-satse-mer-pa-europa1/ 

 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Europakonferansen 

 

Twitter account: @Eur_konferansen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vidar Helgesen, Minister for European Affairs and Chief of Staff to Prime Minister Erna Solberg 

 

 

https://www.nho.no/Om-NHO/Regionforeninger/NHO-Trondelag/Nyheter/trondelag-ma-satse-mer-pa-europa1/
https://www.nho.no/Om-NHO/Regionforeninger/NHO-Trondelag/Nyheter/trondelag-ma-satse-mer-pa-europa1/
https://www.facebook.com/Europakonferansen
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"Nordland county & EU – a new programme period, new opportunities" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:   Workshop / seminar 

 

Organisers: Nordland County Council 

 

Chair:   Greta Johansen, Head of planning Nordland County Council 

 

Speakers:   Arve Knutsen, Nordland County Council  

 Trond Haukanes, Head of the North Norway European office 

 Inger Nordgård, The research council of Norway 

 Ian Jawahir, Norwegian contact point for the Interreg A North – Sapmi programme 

 Gunnhild Aasmoe, Norwegian contact point Interreg A – Botnia Atlantica 

 Lena Torgersen, Norwegian contact point Interreg B – Northern Periphery Programme 

 Ann-Iren Aæternes, Norwegian contact point Interreg B – Baltic Sea Programme 

 Greta Johansen, Head of planning Nordland County Council. 

 Tommy Nilsen, Project Leader Interreg IVC project LOCFOOD. 

 Ingrid Marteson Bortne, Innovation Norway 

 

Outline: 

 

European cooperation and Interreg is and has been important for the development within a number of fields 

in Norway and Nordland County. The Interreg programmes are now entering a new programming period and 

it is time to look both ahead and to look back. What kind of results have we seen from the interreg 

programmes and what kind of experiences have the Norwegian project partners obtained from Interreg as a 

tool for development? 

Also, how will the new programmes look, what priorities and themes will be in focus? How will the new 

programmes be designed and what is the timeline for the new period? 

 

On the 21 October the contact points from a number of Interreg programmes will give us the outline of the 

programmes for the coming programme period. Also, speakers from the Research council in Norway and 

Innovation Norway will give information on how these organisations can support and help in developing 

projects through the Interreg system.  

The project leader from the Interreg IVC project Locfood will give an insight into the life of an Interreg 

project focussing on the benefits of European cooperation. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The Interreg is a golden opportunity to strengthen and develop new ideas and projects. Working together 

with regions throughout Europe gives all of us access to the best knowledge and experience available. The 

interreg also plays and important role in bringing people and regions together. 

Nordland (Regions of Food) 

Bodø 

21 October 2014 
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The new programme period is being met with anticipation and hopefully several of the participants at the 

workshop / seminar will be applicants in the near future. 

 

Quote: 

 

"The Interreg programmes are a success and act to promote social and economic integration across borders 

through regional cooperation." 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.nfk.no/de-nye-interreg-programmene-hva-er-nytt.786435.aspx 

https://www.nfk.no/apning-av-seminar-om-nordland-og-eu.785318.aspx 

 

 

 

https://www.nfk.no/de-nye-interreg-programmene-hva-er-nytt.786435.aspx
https://www.nfk.no/apning-av-seminar-om-nordland-og-eu.785318.aspx
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"How can our region become a leader in the fields of renewable 

energy and biogas?" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Dialogue conference including three workshops 

 

Organisers: Østfold County Council, Vestfold County Council 

 

Chair:  Siv Henriette Jacobsen, Leader of party group in the Østfold County Council 

 

Speakers:   Ole Haabeth, County Mayor 

 Jan Edøy, Counsellor for Regional and Local Affairs, The Norwegian Mission to the EU 

 Åge Mariussen, Senior Researcher, Nordland Research Institute 

 Anders Olsson, Research and Innovation Strategist, Region Värmland  

 Peter Eriksson, Project Coordinator, Innovatum 

 Bård Haug, CEO Clean Water Norway  

 Thomas Slagsvold (workshop leader), EU Coordinator, Vestfold County Council and 

Buskerud and Vestfold University College 

 Joakim Sveli (workshop leader) 

 Andreas Lervik (workshop leader), member of Østfold County Council  

 Hilde Bekkevard, CEO NCE Smart Energy Markets  

 Hanne Lerche Raadal, Senior Research Scientist, Østfold Research  

 Kurt Orre, CEO GreVe Biogass 

 Kristin Heinrich, Senior Adviser, The Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise (NHO) 

 Tor-Ivar Eikaas, NCP Energy, The Research Council of Norway 

 Stefan Gundersen, Senior EU/EEA Advisor, Enterprise Europe Network Norway 

 Ole Langeland Pedersen, Project Developer, Secretariat for Interreg Oresund-Kattegat-

Skagerrak 

 

Outline: 

 

The Oslofjord area consists of eight counties. There is already close cooperation between these counties 

through the Eastern Norway County Network. Some cooperation has been carried out in the field of 

renewable energy and biogas, but there is a further need to connect the regional strategies in this field. The 

Oslofjord area also has a comparable advantage when it comes to the development of biogas technology and 

infrastructure. A one-day conference was therefore organised around the themes of connecting regional 

strategies, smart specialization and renewable energy. A separate workshop focused on the biogas sector. In 

addition, a separate workshop focused on opportunities for European cooperation within the renewable 

energy field, specifically through the Horizon 2020 programme and Interreg. A meeting between County 

Mayors and other representatives was held in connection with the conference, to discuss cooperation on 

biogas. The result of the meeting was an intention agreement on establishing a cooperation platform which 

will enable the establishment of larger interregional and European projects. 

Oslo Region (Green Growth consortium) 

Sarpsborg 

25 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The event gathered participants from local and regional authorities, local business, business clusters and 

development agencies, and research and higher education institutions. The mix of participants was very 

fruitful in order to get input from different stakeholders as to how a cooperation platform on biogas could 

be developed.  

Experts also gave good examples of the development of smart specialization strategies and successful 

business clusters. 

 

Quote: 

 

«Businesses must be given the opportunity to cooperate in order to create a robust value chain for biogas. 

The establishment of a connected network of filling stations for biogas-fuelled vehicles for the whole of East 

Norway area is vital» 

Quote from the political meeting preceding the conference. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.vfk.no/Vestfold-Klima-og-Energiforum/Aktuelt/Biogassregion-Oslofjorden-i-emning/ 

https://www.vfk.no/Aktuelt/Regionalt-samarbeid-om-biogass/ 

http://www.ostfoldfk.no/modules/module_123/proxy.asp?D=2&C=279&I=24053&m=1382 

 

Please see translated versions of the articles attached. 

 

 

 

http://www.vfk.no/Vestfold-Klima-og-Energiforum/Aktuelt/Biogassregion-Oslofjorden-i-emning/
https://www.vfk.no/Aktuelt/Regionalt-samarbeid-om-biogass/
http://www.ostfoldfk.no/modules/module_123/proxy.asp?D=2&C=279&I=24053&m=1382
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"Is our region smart enough?" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Seminar 

 

Organisers: Hordaland County Council and West Norway Office 

 

Chair:  Kathrin Jakobsen, Head of International Section, Department for Regional Development, 

Hordaland County Council, Norway 

 

Speakers:   Ole Hope, Director, Business Region Bergen  

 Merete Mikkelsen, Director, West Norway Office 

 Åge Mariussen, Senior researcher, Nordland Research Institute 

 Kate Clarke, National contact point, North Sea Region Programme 

 Håkon Finne, Research Manager, SINTEF 

 Hege Økland, CEO, NCE Maritime CleanTech 

 

Outline: 

 

The EU is focusing on smart specialisation. Through a series of strategic actions the regions are encouraged 

to continue to develop their advantages in cooperation with research and knowledge communities. What 

can the West Norway region do to become smarter and more progressive? How can we get inspiration from 

other regions in Europe? Is there any EU funding available for Norwegian stakeholders? These questions 

were discussed during the conference, where representatives from Norwegian regions and local network 

organisations presented their views and work on the topic.  

 

The participants received an introduction to the term “smart specialisation” and what it covers. Examples of 

already ongoing work with smart specialisation strategies from other regions in Norway were presented. 

These were inspired both by the EU model and by those who had found smart solutions in other ways. The 

conference was concluded by a panel debate including all the speakers. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

We have to consider looking outside our own national borders to learn how to be even smarter in West 

Norway. We need to look more broadly at the clusters in our region: Where do they overlap? Where can we 

improve and become better at what we do? It is also important to look at the connections between the 

research and enterprises, to know that there is a real need for the actual research that is to be carried out. 

Concerning financing, we should become more aware of the possibilities that exist for example within the 

new Interreg Europe programme for projects involving smart specialisation and local development. 

West Norway (Smart Partnerships for Jobs and Growth) 

Bergen 

12 November 2014 
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Quote: 

 

“It is challenging to agree on targeting the priorities. One important point is that the initiators cannot 

control too much of the work. Ownership by key actors is highly important”.  

 

More information: 

 

Articles (in Norwegian): 

http://www.hordaland.no/Internasjonalt/Internasjonalt---aktuelt/Europa-i-min-region/ 

http://west-norway.no/index.php/nyheter-mainmenu/50-fra-vest-norges-brusselkontor/1864-man-kan-

alltid-bli-smartere 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: Ole Hope from Business Region Bergen, Hege Økland from NCE Maritime CleanTech, Håkon Finne 

from SINTEF, Åge Mariussen from Nordland Research Institute and Merete Mikkelsen from West Norway 

Office 

 

 

http://www.hordaland.no/Internasjonalt/Internasjonalt---aktuelt/Europa-i-min-region/
http://west-norway.no/index.php/nyheter-mainmenu/50-fra-vest-norges-brusselkontor/1864-man-kan-alltid-bli-smartere
http://west-norway.no/index.php/nyheter-mainmenu/50-fra-vest-norges-brusselkontor/1864-man-kan-alltid-bli-smartere
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POLAND 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodship Mszano-Szafarnia 

City of Lodz no local event organised 

Lodzkie Lodz 

Lower Silesia Wroclaw 

Lubelskie no local event organised 

Lubuskie Nowa Sól 

Malopolska – two local events Krakow 

Mazovia Warsaw 

Opolskie Opole 

Podlaskie Bialystok 

Pomorskie Gdansk 

Silesia Katowice 

City of Starogard Gdanski Starogard Gdanski 

Swietokrzyskie Region Staszow 

Warmia and Mazury Olsztyn 

Wielkopolska Poznań 

City of Wroclaw Wroclaw 



 173 

 

In Poland, seventeen regional partners had planned eighteen local events.  

 

Lubuskie had foreseen the annual conference of the Joint Technical 

Secretariat for Cross-Border Cooperation Programme Poland (Lubuskie 

Voivodeship) –Brandenburg 2007-2013. Opolskie had planned a 

conference on "Interregional Cooperation combined with an inauguration 

of an academic year of the Europa Masters – a master degree of the 

University of Opole" in October. Podlaskie wanted to organise a 

conference on health issues in Bialystok in October. Silesia had foreseen a 

conference followed by INNOSILESIA awards on «entrepreneurial 

discovery in the context of smart specialization as a new regional 

challenge». Wielkopolska had planned the presentation of the CASA 

project in Wielkopolska but did not provide any information 

subsequently. Eventually the City of Wroclaw had planned two workshops 

to take place in September. One Architects’ workshop on the model 

district of the European Capital of Culture Wrocław 2016 and an Open 

workshop on the model district of the European Capital of Culture 

Wrocław 2016. 

 

The reports of Kujawsko-Pomorskie, Lodzkie, Lower Silesia, Malopolska, 

Mazovia, Pomorskie, the City of Starogard Gdanski, Swietokrzyskie 

Region and Warmia and Mazury are enclosed. 
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"St James's Route" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  March 

 

Organisers: Golub-Dobrzyn Tourist Organisation, the Chopin Centre in Szafarnia, 

 Polish Tourist and Sightseeing Association - Municipal Branch in Torun, 

 Faculty of Theology – Nicolas Copernicus University in Torun 

 

Outline: 

 

One of the oldest pilgrimage routes in Europe is St James’s Trail, also called, in Spanish, the Camino de 

Santiago. The trail leads to St James’s town Santiago de Compostela, situated in north-western Spain.  

During the event, on the trail, pilgrims saw monuments in the various cities – Brodnica, Mszana and Radzik. 

Pilgrims were surprised about the beautiful fauna and flora of the region; they saw, for example, fallow deer 

and roe deer. They also discovered remains of the 1st World War in Pusta Dąbrówka. 

St James’s Ways (smaller sections of the trail) run through nearly every part of Europe. 

There are also several ways in Poland; these include: the Greater Polish Way (from Gniezno to Głogów), the 

Lesser Polish Way (from Sandomierz to Kraków), the Via Regia (from Korczowa in south-eastern Poland to 

Görlitz in eastern Germany), the lower Silesian Way (from Głogów to Görlitz) and the Polish Way, also called 

Camino Polaco, which goes through Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

It seems that this route can be an opportunity to showcase and harness the amazing cultural and historical 

assets to be found along the way. This is an important issue as regards our cultural heritage, but also a 

significant opportunity for small towns that are often forgotten and overlooked by the typical tourism sights 

and attractions. Promotion of the route is an opportunity for local communities to preserve their cultural 

values and boost their creativity. 

 

Quote: 

 

The hiking trail of St James gives you a chance to discover yourself and the treasures of our area, pointed 

out Piotr Roszak, promoter of the idea of pilgrimage in our province. 

 

More information: 

 

http://caminopolaco.pl/index.php/aktualnosci/27-sobota-na-camino 

 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodship (Europe of Traditions - Linking through 

itineraries) 

Mszano-Szafarnia 

11 October 2014 

http://caminopolaco.pl/index.php/aktualnosci/27-sobota-na-camino
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"Development of entrepreneurship and improvement of the internal 

and external competitiveness of the SME sector" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  6th European Funds Forum of the Lodzkie region 

 

Organisers: Marshal’s Office of the Lodzkie region, Department of Regional Policy 

 

Chair:  Witold Stępień – Marshal of the Lodzkie region, Marshal’s Office of the Lodzkie region 

 

Speakers: Malgorzata Zakrzewska – Vice director, Department of Regional Policy, Marshal’s Office of 

the Lodzkie region 

 Jakub Moskal – Polish Agency for Enterprise Development 

 Grzegorz Kierner – Lodz University of Technology Centre of Technology Transfer LLC 

 Professor Marcin Kozakiewicz – Medical University in Lodz 

 Doctor Marcin Elgalal – TechnoPark - Łódź 

 Leszek Olbrzymek – “LEDO” manufacturing, trade and service company 

 

Outline: 

 

The 6th European Funds Forum (EFF) focused on the experiences of the Lodzkie region with regard to the 

implementation of the Structural Funds in the years 2007-2013, particularly in the scope of entrepreneurship 

development and improvement of the internal and external competitiveness of the SME sector and secondly, 

on issues connected with the new perspective 2014-2020.   

 

Conclusions:   

 

During the EFF, participants, particularly from the SME sector, were informed about the creation of 

favourable conditions for developing the regional economy in respect of the new programming period. 

Cooperation between science and business was also discussed. The EFF also showcased some examples of 

regional projects and initiatives that are good practices in this respect. The conference ended with a fashion 

show by Małgorzata Czudak. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.rpo.lodzkie.pl/wps/wcm/connect/rpo/rpo/strona_glowna/informacja_i_promocja/forum_fundu

szy_eu 

 

 

 

 

Lodzkie (Equity in Health for European Regions) 

Lodz 

13 November 2014 

http://www.rpo.lodzkie.pl/wps/wcm/connect/rpo/rpo/strona_glowna/informacja_i_promocja/forum_funduszy_eu
http://www.rpo.lodzkie.pl/wps/wcm/connect/rpo/rpo/strona_glowna/informacja_i_promocja/forum_funduszy_eu
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"Model of landscape policy for regions with a cross-border perspective" 

 

Territorial cooperation, Building capacity and Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Workshop 

 

Organisers: Institute for Territorial Development, Lower Silesia 

 

Chair:  Magdalena Belof, vice director, Institute for Territorial Development, Poland 

 

Speakers:   Dariusz Zięba – Institute for Territorial Development, Poland 

 Professor Alina Drapella-Hermansdorfer, PhD – Wroclaw University of Technology 

 Ing. arch. Beata Vinklárková – Department of Moravian-Silesia region for territorial 

planning, building regulations and culture, Czech Republic 

 Professor Irena Niedźwiecka-Filipiak, PhD – Wroclaw University of Environmental and Life 

Sciences 

 Agnieszka Latocha, PhD – University of Wroclaw 

 Grzegorz Grajewski – National Heritage Board of Poland 

 Łukasz Dworniczak, PhD, MSc – Wroclaw University of Technology 

 Janusz Korzeń – the Karkonoska Foundation 

 Piotr Śnigucki – Director of the Lower Silesian Association of Landscape Parks 

 Cezary Lejkowski – the Climate-KIC Association 

 

Outline: 

 

The seminar “Model of landscape policy for regions with a cross-border perspective” served as an 

opportunity to exchange experiences in implementing the European Landscape Convention in Poland, 

Germany and the Czech Republic. It was held on the day of the 10th anniversary of the Convention's 

ratification. 

The aim of this event was to discuss model solutions applied in the regions during implementation of the 

European Landscape Convention and present experiences in the sphere of landscape protection and 

management on a regional scale.  

 

At the beginning, an Open Days video was shown. 

 

Debate/panel discussion: 

• Speaker 1 – Dariusz Zięba: The principles of the Lower Silesia Landscape Policy  

The speaker focused on regional landscape policy. Presentation of the document "The Principles of the 

Lower Silesia Landscape Policy" and explanation of the importance of landscape policy for the protection 

and landscape of the whole voivodeship (region). 

 

• Speaker 2 – Alina Drapella Hermansdorfer - Landscape as a record of history. The role of landscape 

narration in regional development strategies. 

Lower Silesia (A³ Adapt, Advance, Accelerate) 

Wroclaw 

23 September 2014 
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Presentation of a theoretical reference to the perception of the landscape and imagination of man as the 

main factors of receipt of the landscape. Exploration of the question of narrative in the protection of the 

landscape, as well its expression and role. Presentation of examples of narratives used in German landscape 

policy. 

 

• Speaker 3 - Beata Vinklárková - The European Landscape Convention in the Moravian-Silesian region, 

Czech Republic. 

The Czech experience in terms of the impact of conservation and management of landscape on spatial 

planning, using the example of the Moravian-Silesian Region. Presentation of an approach to protecting and 

landscaping, in view of the existing regulations and theoretical analyses. 

 

• Speaker 4 – Irena Niedźwiecka Filipiak - Development and landscape preservation in the works of the 

Institute of Landscape Architecture, Wrocław University of Environmental and Life Sciences  

Presentation of activities related to the landscape policy of Lower Silesia, in the context of preservation, 

restoration and management of the rural landscape. Research trends and four approaches were presented 

that can serve as inspiration for creating a landscape policy for Lower Silesia. 

 

• Speaker 5 – Agnieszka Latocha - Landscape surveys at the Institute of Geography and Regional 

Development, Wrocław University of Environmental and Life Sciences 

Presentation of geographical, historical and functional landscape studies conducted by researchers. The 

works were grouped into four major themes: Polish landscape values as a basis for spatial planning (and 

linked to the cultural landscape); landscape changes associated with changes in land use and changes in 

population; the natural landscape; landscape from the perspective of the humanities. All were supported by 

specific examples of research and development. 

 

• Speaker 6 – Grzegorz Grajewski - Identification of landscape nature within the Wrocław Functional Area 

Presentation of the scope of the activities carried out by the National Heritage Board, including the scientific 

recognition of the cultural heritage as well as the analytical approaches to the development of the cultural 

landscape for monument protection. Additionally, presentation of the conclusions as regards protection and 

management of cultural landscape, which should be considered during the framing of regional landscape 

policy. 

 

• Speaker 7 – Łukasz Dworniczak - Identification of landscape nature within the Wrocław Functional Area 

The speaker presented the results of his own doctoral thesis on the identification and nature of the 

landscapes in the Wroclaw Metropolitan Area. He presented the methodology of an interdisciplinary and in-

depth identification of the landscape, referring to the methodology used in the UK. 

 

• Speaker 8 – Janusz Korzeń - The concept of the spatial structure of the Karkonosze trans-border protection 

zone of natural and cultural landscape 

Presentation of the experience of creating the system of protection areas in the Western Sudetes. 

 

• Speaker 9 – Piotr Śniegucki - Information on landscape award of the Council of Europe for the project 

entitled Preserving ecological value in the landscape of the Szprotawa river valley – Przemków Swamp 

ecological use – Przemków Landscape Park 

A video was shown about the action taken to create the ecological area "Przemkowskie Swamp" within 

Przemkowski Landscape Park. The action currently being taken and use of the area has been appreciated by 

the Council of Europe. 
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• Speaker 10 – Cezary Lejkowski - Information on the role of regions in the Climate-KIC association 

of the EIT. The representative outlined the purpose and responsibilities of the organisation and their 

importance for the development of Lower Silesia. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The conference was an opportunity to evaluate experiences in the sphere of European Landscape 

Convention implementation and the instruments that serve to protect and managethe landscape at regional 

level including in the cross-border context. The seminar was the start of the second stage of work on the 

Landscape Policy for Lower Silesia, which will be an important element of the regional climate strategy being 

prepared by the Lower Silesia Province (Dolnoslaskie Voivodeship). 
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"Malopolska Researchers' Night" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  science event consisting of about 1 000 interactive activities directly involving participants 

(workshops, demonstrations, presentations, laboratory tours), enriched with lectures, 

exhibitions, performances and scientific entertainments. 

 

Organisers: Coordinator: Malopolska Region 

 

 Partners: University of Science and Technology (AGH), Jan Matejko Academy of Fine Art in 

Krakow (ASP), the Henryk Niewodniczanski Institute of Nuclear Physics Polish Academy of 

Sciences (IFJ PAN), Krakow University of Technology, Technology Transfer Centre (PK), 

Jagiellonian University in Krakow (UJ), University of Agriculture in Krakow (UR), Institute of 

Geological Sciences Polish Academy of Sciences (ING PAN), Cracow University of Economics 

(UEK), the John Paul II Hospital in Krakow (KSS JPII), Pedagogical University of Krakow (UP), 

Klaster Life Science in Krakow, Corporate Research Center ABB in Krakow, Institute of 

Forensic Research in Krakow, State Higher Vocational School in Tarnow (PWSZ Tarnow), 

State Higher Vocational School in Nowy Sacz (PWSZ Nowy Sacz), Youth Astronomical 

Observatory of Name Kazimierz Kordylewski in Niepołomice, Multicentrum – Affiliate of 

City Public Library in Skawina, Secondary School of Name Maria Skłodowska Curie in 

Andrychow. 

 

Chair:  Project coordinator: Joanna Domanska, Vice-Director of Economy Development 

Department, Marshal Office of the Malopolska Region 

 

Speakers:   Speakers from the partners listed above (almost 900 researchers, more than 1,600 

students) 

 

Outline: 

 

The project Malopolska researchers' night was implemented in 2014 for the eighth time. The event's 

popularity is growing from year to year among participants and becoming one of the biggest nights in 

Europe. The event programme took in over 1 000 activities, mainly interactive workshops, presentations, 

demonstrations and experiments as well as shows with the participation of scientists. More than 58 000 

people participated in the event. The main goal of the project is to show participants how interesting 

scientists’ work is and how fascinating they are. The main keynote of the project was to present the 

successes of Malopolska researchers working in international scientific-research teams. The event was held 

in six cities of the region: Krakow, Tarnow, Nowy Sacz, Niepolomice, Skawina and Andrychow. The 

programme was prepared by almost 900 researchers, more than 1 600 students and about 120 research 

groups from more than 30 partner institutions. Thanks to the extensive promotional campaign over 3.5 

million people were made aware of the researchers’ night and its objective. 

 

Malopolska (Motors for Growth) 

Krakow, Tarnow, Nowy Sacz, 

Niepołomice, Skawina, Andrychow 

26 September 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

Malopolska has huge scientific potential and many achievements to be proud of in the country and Europe. 

We take 2nd place in Poland in terms of the number of teams coordinating projects under the 7th 

Framework Programme of the European Union. Malopolska scientists are very active in acquiring domestic 

and foreign funds. Our region is number one in Poland in terms of the number of universities, students and 

professors; the staff is also active in terms of foreign exchange and collaboration with universities from all 

over the world. 

That’s why it’s so important to popularise the achievements of our researchers as well as to encourage 

children and young people to choose scientific work as a career path.   

 

More information: 

 

www.nocnaukowcow.malopolska.pl 

https://www.facebook.com/malopolskanocnaukowcow 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nocnaukowcow.malopolska.pl/
https://www.facebook.com/malopolskanocnaukowcow
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"Global Entrepreneurship Week in Małopolska" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  This event is aimed at promoting entrepreneurship among young people through training, 

workshops, conferences, study visits, educational games, debates and individual meetings 

with business practitioners. 

 

Organisers: Coordinator: the Marshal’s Office of the Malopolska region, Economic Development 

Department, Team for Economic Cooperation 

Partners:  

AGH University of Science and Technology in Krakow, Malopolska Region Southern Poland 

Academic Business Incubators (AIP) in Krakow, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Jan Matejko Continuing Education Centre in Krakow, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Technology Transfer Cente, Krakow University of Technology, Malopolska Region, Southern 

Poland 

Municipal Labour Office in Krakow, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Chamber of Trade and Industry in Krakow, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Trade and Services Merchant Congregation, headquartered in Nowy Sącz, Malopolska 

Region 

Kraków Technology Park, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Malopolska Regional Development Agency, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Malopolska Culture Institute, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Malopolska Institute for Territorial Self-Government and Administration, Kraków 

J. Słowacki Municipal Public Library in Tarnów, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

State Higher Vocational School in Nowy Sącz, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Psychology and Pedagogy Outpatient Clinic No 3 in Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern 

Poland 

Powiat Labour Office for the Nowy Sącz Powiat, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Powiat Labour Office in Bochnia, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Powiat Labour Office in Brzesko, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Powiat Labour Office in Myślenice, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Powiat Labour Office in Oświęcim, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Powiat Labour Office in Tarnów, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Powiat Labour Office in Wadowice, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Sącz Labour Office in Nowy Sącz, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Szkoła Górska (Mountain School) non-public Continuing Learning  Establishment 

Friends of Andrychów Society, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

University of Economics in Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

University of Pedagogy, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Voivodeship Public Library in Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Rev. Józef Tischner European University, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Malopolska (Motors for Growth) 

Malopolska Region 

17-23 November 2014 
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Regional Social Policy Centre, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Malopolska Entrepreneurship Centre, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Regional Labour Office in Kraków, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

FEM Information Centre, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

BiznesTUBE SP. z o.o., Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Seed fund KPT SP. z o.o., Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

On the Plus Development Training Consultancy, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern 

Poland 

Change Leaders Foundation, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Eurokreator T&C Sp. z o.o., Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Świętokrzyska Market Agency, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

AIP Business Link, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Social Insurance Institution, Kraków, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

High School No. 3 in Wadowice, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

Business Incubator in Nowy Sącz, Malopolska Region, Southern Poland 

 

Chair:  Mr Marek Sowa, Marshal of the Malopolska region 

 

Speakers:   Speakers at the event included representatives of partner institutions and cooperating 

experts – dealing with the widely understood theme of entrepreneurship as well as 

business people, highlighting the practical aspect of the issue. Here are examples of them.  

Paweł Motyl, ICAN Institute, (Poland) 

Anna Starmach, MasterChef, (Poland) 

Jarosław Bułka, Silvermedia Sp. z o.o., (Poland) 

Małgorzata Błaszczyk, Galeria Strefa A, (Poland) 

Kamila Sidor, Geek Girls Carrots, (Poland) 

Michał Frączek, Materialination, Noname Agency, (Poland) 

Łukasz Cioch, LCMedia.pl, (Poland) 

Agnieszka Skoczek, career consultant , 2nd degree, Powiat Labour Office in Bochnia, 

(Poland) Małgorzata Zasempa, career consultant, 1st degree, Powiat Labour Office in 

Bochnia, (Poland) 

Kinga Pałka, career consultant, Powiat Labour Office in Bochnia, (Poland) 

Agnieszka Berny, job club leader, Powiat Labour Office in Chrzanów, (Poland) 

Agnieszka Kołodziejczyk, career consultant, Powiat Labour Office in Chrzanów, (Poland) 

Kazimiera Bzdyk, President, Local Tourism Organisation Chochołowski, (Poland) 

Sebastian Kolisz – Director, Academic Business Incubators in Kraków, (Poland) 

Jacek Krupa, Consultant, National Services System, Consultation Point, (Poland) 

Sebastian Błaszkiewicz, Sales Manager, Unity Group, (Poland) 

Tomasz Czerwicki, expert in seeking funds for business development, (Poland) 

Mateusz Dawidowski – Trade Representative - Senior Consultant, (Shanghai, China) 

Yann Girard – owner of a Chinese start-up, for many years member of the staff of a 

Germany-based venture capital fund, author of the book Perfectly executed start-up, 

(China) 

Paweł Szostak, Malopolska Regional Development Agency, (Poland) 

Katarzyna Pikusa, Malopolska Entrepreneurship Centre, (Polska) 

Rafał Sułkowski, Malopolska Social Economy Fund (Poland) 

Jakub Głowacki, University of Economics in Kraków, (Poland) 
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Marek Benio, University of Economics in Kraków, (Poland) 

Paulina Łysiak, ”Republika Marzeń Mimo Wszystko” Social Cooperative, (Poland) 

Rafał Dąbrowski, University of Economics in Kraków, (Poland) 

Rafał Brzoska, University of Economics in Kraków, (Poland) 

Iwona Urbaniak, Powiat Labour Office in Myślenice, (Poland) 

Tomasz Zacłona, State Higher Vocational School in Nowy Sącz, (Poland) 

Marek Jasiński, State Higher Vocational School in Nowy Sącz, (Poland) 

Alina Marek, Business Services Bureau, City of Nowy Sącz Entrepreneurship Department, 

(Poland) 

Dariusz Woźniak, Higher School of Business, National Louis University in Nowy Sącz, 

(Poland) 

Maria Ćwiertnia, Job Club at the Voluntary Labour Corps (OHP) in Wadowice, (Poland) 

 

Outline: 

 

The Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) is a global initiative aimed at promoting entrepreneurship among 

young people by creating a business-friendly social environment.  A long-term goal of GEW is to encourage 

young people to set up their own businesses and to share expertise on how to do it. The initiative was 

launched in 2008 by Enterprise UK and the Kauffman Foundation. In 2014, GEW was held for the seventh 

time in Poland and for the fifth time in Malopolska. Under the GEW programme in Malopolska participants 

were offered a wide array of activities, including training courses, meetings with businesspeople and 

business angels, workshops, lectures, conferences and cashflow tournaments. The event was inaugurated at 

the Young Business Gala, hosting students, doctoral candidates and businesspeople. More and more 

partners join every successive edition of the event. The partners have the leading role in developing the 

agenda of the Entrepreneurship Week, filled with events which vary in form and thematic content and what 

follows, attracting an increased number of participants. In the first year (2010) 2 600 people participated in 

GEW, whilst in the last year more than 9 500. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) is the world’s largest campaign to promote entrepreneurship globally. 

The event was a great success in promoting the awareness of entrepreneurship in general and among the 

youth in particular. Through 200 educational activities and events, intensive week-long training, an essay 

competition, daily public discussions and debates on entrepreneurship in partnership with 45 organisations, 

we have managed to introduce entrepreneurship to over 9 500 people across the Malopolska region. This 

enabled a much clearer, more visible and coordinated message to be sent out about entrepreneurship in 

Malopolska. This coordination factor was very important, because synergy of action always gives better 

results than fragmented initiatives. Indeed, it is worth continuing and expanding this type of cooperation on 

Global Entrepreneurship Week in Malopolska, which uses the strengths of each initiative to build a strong 

regional brand, and to bring entrepreneurship issues closer to citizens. Hence, the Malopolska region is 

going to organise the Global Entrepreneurship Week in Malopolska in 2015. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Entrepreneurship is the quality and skill required to become an entrepreneur” 
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"Demographic challenges in Poland and Mazovia:  main trends and 

regional strategies" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Presentation 

 

Organisers: Mazovian Office of Regional Planning in Warsaw, Poland 

 

Speakers:   Tomasz Sławiński, PhD – Deputy Director of Mazovian Office of Regional Planning in 

Warsaw 

 

Outline: 

 

The main demographic trends in Poland and the Mazovia region are ageing and emigration. Prognoses 

indicate that the Polish population will continue to age and decrease in number. This effect is enhanced due 

to emigration: the latest census indicated that between 1.5 and 2 million Poles are living abroad, 83% of 

them of working age. The Polish population is one of the youngest in Europe. Poland has one of the smallest 

shares of elderly persons among European countries. The proportion of retirement-age inhabitants to 

working-age ones is also below the European average. Mazovia is in a better situation than the rest of 

Poland. According to the 2011 census, Mazovia had the highest increase in population in Poland. The main 

demographic/settlement problems are population decline, migration within the region, chaotic urban 

concentration/sprawl, ageing of the population.  

Mazovia has an employment rate 4-8% above the national average (depending on the age group).  

 

Demographic challenges are addressed in Mazovia’s development strategy under the following strands: 

activating the dormant assets of the labour market and improving the demographic situation; improving the 

functioning of social infrastructure; social inclusion; developing family support and the maternity protection 

system; senior policy; deinstitutionalisation and development of social services. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Areas of strategic intervention have been identified in the strategy as regards parts of Mazovia facing 

problems that are hampering the development of the region. Intervention in problem areas will focus on: 

preventing permanent marginalisation, preventing the decline of the sub-regional economy and   the 

concentration of social problems; increasing the development impulse absorption capability so as to ensure 

proximity to the metropolitan area. Intervention should prevent the depopulation of the parts of the region 

outside the central metropolitan area. 

 

 

Mazovia (Regions for demographic change) 

Warsaw 

10 September 2014 
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"Pomorskie Energy Days 2014" 

 

Connecting regional strategies & building capacity 

 

Type:  Thematic Fair 

 

Organisers: “Pomorskie in the European Union” Association 

 

Chair:  Mieczysław Struk, Marshal of the Pomorskie Voivodship and President of the “Pomorskie 

in the European Union” Association 

 

Outline: 

 

Rising energy consumption is a global challenge we need to face today. The idea behind “Pomorskie Energy 

Days” is to raise ecological awareness and promote environment friendly attitudes amongst the inhabitants 

of Pomorskie Voivodship, promote the cost-effective and efficient energy use and the rational management 

of resources. This year’s motto was: “Get to know your energy”. 

Together with the 2014 Smart Metropolis Congress, the 10th Industrial Technology, Science and Innovation 

Fair TECHNICON-INNOVATION 2014 and other accompanying events, which took place at the same time, 

Pomorskie Energy Days 2014 constituted a major event promoting educational and scientific institutions and 

companies in the energy sector from the Pomorskie region. Thanks to the variety of activities proposed to 

the audience, a comprehensive and interesting presentation of the energy industry was given. The event was 

free of charge and open to the general public. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Rising energy demand is a challenge we are facing today. There is a strong need to emphasize the 

importance of saving energy in everyday life, encouraging small-scale energy production where possible, and 

popularizing energy efficiency. Pomorskie Dni Energii (Pomorskie Energy Days) is the event which gives the 

inhabitants of Pomorskie region the opportunity to look closely at energy issues and examine European 

energy policies. It also aims at encouraging them to make more informed “energy choices” in everyday life. 

 
Quote: 
 
“When discussing energy, it is crucial to address the young people as they are the future of the region”. 
 
 
More information: 

 

http://pde2014.pl/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrIYdNmFOo4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCWeleSsFTI 

Pomorskie (EU4Health) 

Gdansk 

23-24 October 2014 

http://pde2014.pl/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SrIYdNmFOo4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCWeleSsFTI
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"Starogard Open Days and European Week of Sustainable Mobility 

(Mobility Week)" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Many different types of activities, street performances, open-air events and stands 

 

Organisers: Town Hall of Starogard, 

 Starogard Sport Centre, 

 Starogard Centre of Culture 

 Co-organisers: education and social institutions, county office, private businesses 

(recreation, education, sport, small gastronomy) 

 

Chair:  Adam Iwanowski, City of Starogard 

 

Speakers:   Edmund Stachowicz, Mayor of Starogard 

 

Outline: 

 

Our one-day Open Days event in Starogard was similar to last year's, i.e. we had an open-air information 

desk manned by various institutions regarding European matters (ERDF and ESF local information point in 

Starogard and Regional Bureau in Gdańsk, County Work Office, City Centre for Social Aid and Care). 

 

Conclusions:   

 

This time we held the event during European Mobility Week, as we thought it would be easier to attract 

people’s attention. Also the issues of EMW themselves are vital for Starogard's infrastructural development. 

We wanted to combine different tasks into one bigger city event and we ultimately managed to do it as we 

counted an estimated number of 200 participants. 

 

Quote: 

 

“We work for a safe and usable city, good transport service and less pollution” 

 

More information: 

 

www.starogard.pl 

http://www.starogard.pl/pl/dokumenty/ETZT2014 

 

 

City of Starogard Gdanski (Local Urban Development European Network) 

Starogard Gdanski 

15-20 September 2014 

http://www.starogard.pl/
http://www.starogard.pl/pl/dokumenty/ETZT2014
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"The role of clusters and networking cooperation in raising 

a level of energy effectiveness and renewable energy sources 

in Swietokrzyskie Region" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Experts' debate 

 

Organisers: Marshal Office of Swietokrzyskie Region, Department of Regional Policy, Regional Office of 

Swietokrzyskie Region in Brussels 

 

Chair:  Grzegorz Orawiec, Director of the Department of Regional Policy, Marshal Office of the 
Swietokrzyskie Region in Kielce 

 

Speakers:   Kazimierz Kotowski, Board Member of Świętokrzyskie Region 

 Prof. Assoc. Eng. Stanisław Adamczak, Rector of Kielce University of Technology 

 Magdalena Kędzierska, Director of Agency - Restructuring and Modernisation of 

Agriculture - Regional Office in Kielce 

 Józef Zuwała, Mayor of Bejsce Municipality 

 Andrzej Kruzel, Head of Staszów District 

 Richard Ciźla, Chairman of Chamber of Agriculture in Kielce 

 Krystian Stanek, Member of the Board of GDF SUEZ Energy Poland SA 

 Włodzimierz Grochal, Director of science and development, Centre for Innovation and 

Technology Transfer in Swietokrzyskie 

 Ryszard Stępień, Guarantee Fund of Świętokrzyskie Region 

 Krzysztof Kobryń, Loan Fund of Świętokrzyskie Region 

 

Outline: 

 

There was a renewable energy debate about the constraints and opportunities associated with the use of 

renewable energy. The market for renewable energy technologies has continued to grow. Climate change 

concerns, coupled with high oil prices, peak oil, and increasing government support, are driving increasing 

renewable energy legislation, incentives and commercialization. 

The aim of the debate was a discussion on measures taken to improve energy efficiency and renewable 

energy sources in the context of regional policy and its impact on the development of this sector in the 

Świętokrzyskie region. The practical aspects of the use of alternative energy sources, and the role of clusters 

and networking activities, which have a major impact on the competitiveness of regions, were also 

discussed. 

The debate was geared to representatives of the industry sector for RES, local politicians, local authorities, 

regional development agencies, universities, NGOs, entrepreneurs and partners from the entire region. 

Swietokrzyskie Region (Clusters for Regional growth) 

Staszow 

7 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

Świętokrzyskie Region has huge potential in the field of alternative energy sources that is why this kind of 

event provided an opportunity for an important debate for local society. Moreover, Świętokrzyskie Region 

defined this sector as an area of smart specialisation in the 2020 Regional Strategy of Regional 

Development. The aim of regional authorities is to support this sector and develop it, especially through 

attractive cluster activities focused on sustainable energy use. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl/pio/zawartosc/-/asset_publisher/6cAE/content/odnawialne-zrodla-

energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-

staszowie?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrota-

swietokrzyskie.pl%2Fpio%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_F9Uh%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnor

mal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-2%26p_p_col_pos%3D1%26p_p_col_count%3D3 

http://www.sejmik.kielce.pl/item/42647-odnawialne-zrodla-energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-

tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-staszowie 

http://staszowski.eu/v3/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1637:o-roli-klastrow-w-

energetyce&catid=1:najnowsze 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl/pio/zawartosc/-/asset_publisher/6cAE/content/odnawialne-zrodla-energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-staszowie?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl%2Fpio%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_F9Uh%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-2%26p_p_col_pos%3D1%26p_p_col_count%3D3
http://www.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl/pio/zawartosc/-/asset_publisher/6cAE/content/odnawialne-zrodla-energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-staszowie?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl%2Fpio%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_F9Uh%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-2%26p_p_col_pos%3D1%26p_p_col_count%3D3
http://www.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl/pio/zawartosc/-/asset_publisher/6cAE/content/odnawialne-zrodla-energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-staszowie?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl%2Fpio%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_F9Uh%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-2%26p_p_col_pos%3D1%26p_p_col_count%3D3
http://www.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl/pio/zawartosc/-/asset_publisher/6cAE/content/odnawialne-zrodla-energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-staszowie?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl%2Fpio%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_F9Uh%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-2%26p_p_col_pos%3D1%26p_p_col_count%3D3
http://www.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl/pio/zawartosc/-/asset_publisher/6cAE/content/odnawialne-zrodla-energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-staszowie?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrota-swietokrzyskie.pl%2Fpio%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_F9Uh%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-2%26p_p_col_pos%3D1%26p_p_col_count%3D3
http://www.sejmik.kielce.pl/item/42647-odnawialne-zrodla-energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-staszowie
http://www.sejmik.kielce.pl/item/42647-odnawialne-zrodla-energii-oraz-efektywne-wykorzystanie-energii-tematem-debaty-local-event-2014-w-staszowie
http://staszowski.eu/v3/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1637:o-roli-klastrow-w-energetyce&catid=1:najnowsze
http://staszowski.eu/v3/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1637:o-roli-klastrow-w-energetyce&catid=1:najnowsze
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"10 years of changes in Warmia and Mazury region and ... waiting for more" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Short film contest 

 

Organisers: Europe Direct - Olsztyn/Warmia and Mazury Agricultural Chamber; Regional Government 

of Warmia and Mazury, Regional Office of the Warminsko-Mazurskie Voivodeship in 

Brussels, Centre for Education and Cultural Initiatives in Olsztyn, Board of Education in 

Olsztyn, Borussia Foundation 

 

Speakers:   Anna Wasilewska – Member of the Board of the Warminsko-Mazurskie Voivodship 

 

Outline: 

 

Warmia and Mazury’s local event ‘10 years of changes in the Warmia and Mazury region and ... waiting for 

more’ is a joint initiative implemented by the Europe Direct-Olsztyn, Regional Government of Warmia and 

Mazury, Regional Office of the Warminsko-Mazurskie Voivodeship in Brussels, Centre for Education and 

Cultural Initiatives in Olsztyn, Board of Education in Olsztyn, Borussia Foundation. The main aim of our event 

was to show how the EU funds contribute to the development of Warminsko-Mazurskie Voivodeship. The 

competition was open to students aged 13- 20. The organisers managed to encourage them to take an active 

interest in issues of the European Union and European Funds. Students prepared short movies (1-3 minutes) 

in accordance with the theme of the competition. The contest was combined with a short conference 

entitled ‘10 years of changes in Warmia and Mazury region and ... waiting for more’ during which the best 

movies were presented.  

 

The conference was open to the general public, to raise public awareness about how the region is boosting 

its development with the European Union. The jury decided to give the following prizes: 

 

1st place "BabUnia na tropie funduszy europejskich" 

2nd place "Zamknij oczy i policz do dziesięciu" 

3rd place "Elbląg - miasto europejskich inwestycji" 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Young people are able to see how the European Funds are changing the local area and of course have a 

huge impact on their daily life. Thanks to the young artists, the general public (politicians, teachers, women, 

older people, rural populations etc) was also able to notice how the EU is changing the Warmia and Mazury 

Region. 

Warmia and Mazury (Smart Partnerships for Jobs and Growth) 

Olsztyn 

29 October 2014 
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Quote: 

 

“Warmia and Mazury is a region which is still developing thanks to EU funds” 

 

More information: 

 

"Zamknij oczy i policz do dziesięciu" 

"BabUnia na tropie funduszy europejskich"  

"Elbląg - miasto europejskich inwestycji" 

 

http://www.olsztyn24.com/news/24367-mlodzi-filmowcy-odebrali-nagrody-i-wyroznienia.html 

http://europedirect-olsztyn.pl/main.php?fid=397&pg=112&type=full&id_lang=0&liid=23040 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TKyl4gCaZ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7itv4Wvx7iY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AA52dwbXXWs
http://www.olsztyn24.com/news/24367-mlodzi-filmowcy-odebrali-nagrody-i-wyroznienia.html
http://europedirect-olsztyn.pl/main.php?fid=397&pg=112&type=full&id_lang=0&liid=23040
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PORTUGAL 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Alentejo Évora 

Algarve Vila Real de Santo Antonio 

Municipality of Amadora Amadora 

Centro Region Coimbra 

North of Portugal Ponte de Lima 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

Ação Pólis Unipessoal Lda. Mangualde 

 

Five local events were planned to be organised by the regional partners 

and one event by an independent partner. 

 

Alentejo had planned a seminar end of October on "Europe in my Region: 

Common crossborder problems and solutions". Algarve had foreseen a 

workshop end of November on "Together for health in the GUADIANA 

EUROCITY”.  North of Portugal had planned an exhition in September on 

“The Portuguese Way of Santiago de Compostela“. 

 

The reports of the Municipality of Amadora and of Ação Pólis Unipessoal 

Lda. are enclosed. 
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"Anti-rumores Ateliers" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  International Comics Festival “What is the true colour of the clouds” 

 

Organisers: Municipality of Amadora 

 

Outline: 

 

Amadora Municipality has joined the “Communication for Integration: Social Networking for Diversity 

Project”, promoted by the Council of Europe and implemented in 11 European cities in order to convey 

accurate information about immigration and diversity, and combat myths and misconceptions through the 

use of creative and innovative communication tools.  

Within this project two events were chosen for the OPEN DAYS 2014: 

 

1. Anti-rumours Ateliers – International Comics Festival “What is the true colour of the clouds”- which took 

place during the 25th Comics Festival of Amadora, offered the opportunity to explore the thoughts, feelings 

and attitudes of the participants toward the existing rumours in the city of Amadora. The description of 

others through the expression of art (use of world food) enabled the expression of emotions, feelings, beliefs 

and attitudes toward immigrants and provided an opportunity to work on the veracity / legitimacy of them. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The foreign population has increased by 33% in a decade and represented 10% of Amadora population in 

2011. The Brazilian community saw the largest increase between 2001 and 2011 but 60% of the foreign 

population living in the city is from PALOP (African Countries where Portuguese is the Official Language). 

The concentration of the foreign population in some neighbourhoods, linked to poor living conditions, is 

largely a result of a low education, responsible for both unemployment and precarious employment. These 

neighbourhoods and their inhabitants have a negative image, despite the efforts that the Municipality of 

Amadora has made to change the living conditions of the population. The C4I Project constitutes an 

opportunity to start fighting against the stigmatization of immigrant people through innovative actions, such 

as those presented here. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Do not feed the rumour” 

 

More information: 

 

Website: http://www.cm-amadora.pt/naoalimenteorumor/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/naoalimenteorumor 

 

Municipality of Amadora (Local Urban Development European Network) 

Amadora 

3 – 28 November 2014 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 
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"Pathways to Integration: The value of the facts" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Theatre/Debate 

 

Organisers: Municipality of Amadora and local organisations 

 

Chair:  Cristina Farinha – Amadora Councillor 

 

Speakers:   Moderators: Joaquim Franco – Reporter & Céu Neves - Reporter 

 Commentators: 

 1st Anti Rumour Panel - Immigration and employability – Theatre Performance “Immigrants 

do not want or like to work” 

 Helena Lourenço - Employment and Training Institute 

 Natália Gomes - High Commissioner for Migration 

 Susana Nogueira – Social Solidarity Institute  

 Marcio Teles - Businessman 

 2nd Anti Rumor Panel - Immigration and education “The foreign children only bring 

problems to the schools” 

 João Pereira – Group of Schools Miguel Torga 

 Rui Fontinha - Group of Schools Amadora Oeste 

 Rosária Silva - Group of Schools Azevedo Neves 

 Anna Verbytska - Student awarded with 9th grade academic merit (2012/2013) 

 3rd Anti Rumor Panel - Immigration and crime “Immigrants are linked to crime” 

 Teresa Mendes - Portuguese Council for Refugees 

 Filomena Pires – Directorate-General for Rehabilitation and Prison Services 

 Luís Pebre – Public Safety Policy 

 António Carlos – Association for Community Intervention, Social Development and Health 

 

Outline: 

 

Amadora Municipality has joined the “Communication for Integration: Social Networking for Diversity 

Project”, promoted by the Council of Europe and implemented in 11 European cities in order to convey 

accurate information about immigration and diversity, and combat myths and misconceptions through the 

use of creative and innovative communication tools.  

 

Within this project two events were chosen for the OPEN DAYS 2014: 

 

Event 2 - Forum: Theatre/Debate: “Pathways to Integration: The value of the facts” 

Based on the Theatre of the Oppressed methodology this event mainly aimed: to stimulate debate on the 

subject of rumours and their influence on the integration of immigrants and to raise awareness of the 

importance of events in perception and attitudes toward immigrants. The event’s agenda included three 

Municipality of Amadora (Local Urban Development European Network) 

Amadora 

5 December 2014 
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theatre performances commented on by experts in the areas / rumours addressed by each of them; a 

Proximity Group Dynamic “The integration Tree" and a flavours exhibition coming from the ten countries 

with the highest number of residents in the municipality. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The foreign population has increased by 33% in a decade and represented 10% of Amadora population in 

2011. The Brazilian community saw the largest increase between 2001 and 2011 but 60% of the foreign 

population living in the city is from PALOP (African Countries where Portuguese is the Official Language). 

The concentration of the foreign population in some neighbourhoods, linked to poor living conditions, is 

largely a result of a low education, responsible for both unemployment and precarious employment. These 

neighbourhoods and their inhabitants have a negative image, despite the efforts that the Municipality of 

Amadora has made to change the living conditions of the population. The C4I Project constitutes an 

opportunity, to start fighting against the stigmatization of immigrant people through innovative actions, 

such as those presented here. 

 

More information: 

 

Website: http://www.cm-amadora.pt/naoalimenteorumor/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/naoalimenteorumor 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/naoalimenteorumor
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"PROVERE and the low density territories of Centro Region" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Presentation/Annual event of the Regional Operational Program 

 

Organisers: CCDRC - Comissão de Coordenação e Desenvolvimento Regional do Centro (Regional 

Coordination and Development Commission – Centro) 

 

Chair:  President of CCDRC: Prof. Ana Abrunhosa 

 

Speakers:   Manuel Castro Almeida: Member of the Portuguese Government in charge of regional 

development 

 Representatives of the 8 PROVERE (Programmes for the economic enhancement of 

endogenous resources) in the region 

 Project promoters (developed within PROVERE) 

 Jorge Brandão, member of the management Board of CENTRO 2020 (new Regional 

Operational Program) 

 

Outline: 

 

In a region like Centro, the low density territories have to be included in the strategy to foster regional 

competitiveness. Being so central, the annual event of the regional operational program focused on this 

theme, discussing PROVERE (Programmes for the economic enhancement of endogenous resources). 

Launched in 2008, they aim to stimulate territorial strategies, specifically designed for the low density 

territories. Eight PROVERE were approved (“Schist Villages Network”, “Historic Villages network and 

exploitation of Jewish heritage”, “Buy Nature - Sustainable tourism in protected areas”, “Tourism and 

heritage in Côa Valley”, “Markets of the Tejo river”, “Programme for the economic exploitation of Romanised 

areas”, “Beira Baixa - land of excellence” and “Spas – exploitation of Spas in the Centro region”) and 78 

projects were supported, with an investment of more than 100 million Euros. 

To discuss the future of these territories and the challenges and opportunities within the new regional 

operational program for 2014-2020, is of utmost importance to take stock of investments made in the past. 

In this event, the representatives of the eight programmes presented their results and their vision for the 

future. 

To help communicating these results a brochure was made and presented in the event. Some of the 

promoters of the projects included in this publication were invited to present their initiatives, as best 

practices examples. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Low density territories have specific challenges that have to be met. Not to lag behind these areas is crucial 

for both territorial cohesion and regional competitiveness. In Centro, one of the innovation platforms that 

have been identified as RIS3 priority is “Territorial innovation”, within which we address rural innovation. 

Centro Region (Smart Partnerships for Jobs and Growth) 

Idanha-a-Nova 

18 December 2014 
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The PROVERE programs run with the support of European funds are important seeds that may be grown and 

developed, with the focus of bringing research and innovation to help improving quality of life and 

economic performance of this important part of the region. 

 

Quote: 

 

“In the future it is essential to continue this investment in the low density territories, including them in our 

Smart Specialization Strategy”. 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/posts/842672922438717 

https://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/timeline/story?ut=43&wstart=0&wend=1422777599&hash=-

4461930439512366828&pagefilter=3 

https://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/posts/842768175762525 

https://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/photos/a.355318824507465.78795.355307471175267/841848562

521153/?type=1&theater. 
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"Empowering Communities, Developing Regions –  

Europe in Viseu Dão Lafões" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Seminar and youth competition 

 

Organisers: Ação pólis Unipessoal Lda., with the help of High School of Mangualde – Secretariat 

Trainees. 

 Partners: Intermunicipality Community of Viseu Dão lafões and Municipality of Mangualde 

 

Chair:  Silvia Vermelho, CEO Ação Pólis 

 Ekaterina Malginova, Master's degree student of University, Student 

 Patrícia Morais, employee at Ação Pólis 

 

Speakers:   Ana Abrunhosa, President of Commission of Regional Coordination and Development of 

NUTS II Center 

 António Martins da Silva, Professor at the University of Coimbra 

 Fernando Ruas, Member of the European Parliament 

 Francisco Lopes de Carvalho, Mayor of the Municipality of Penalva do Castelo 

 Gustavo Alva-rosa, National agency ERAMUS+ Education and qualification 

 João Azevedo, Mayor of the Municipality of Mangualde 

 José António Jesus, Mayor of the Municipality of Tondela 

 José Manuel Borges da Silva, Mayor of the Municipality of Nelas 

 José Morgado Ribeiro, President of Regional Administration Body of NUTS III Viseu Dão 

Lafões 

 Liliana Fragoso Ruivo, Master in International Relations  

 Paulo Jorge Antunes, Councillor of the Municipality of Oliveira de Frades 

 Pedro Couto Soares, ERASMUS + National Agency - Youth in Action Director 

 Ana Cristina Silva Borges, Councillor of the Municipality of Carregal do Sal 

 Sílvia Vermelho, CEO Ação Pólis 

 

Outline: 

 

Empowering communities, developing regions – Viseu Dão-Lafões in Europe was a seminar that aimed to 

address citizens’ engagement in local politics as a sine qua non condition towards sustainable and inclusive 

development – goals that are mainly Europe-driven. 

Academic and technical presentations dealt with the Committee of Regions’ policies and responsibilities and 

some funding programmes especially committed to lifelong learning and training. Politicians were invited to 

share their experiences of local government, shortening the distance between European and local politics. 

This event also included the presentation of work carried out within the framework of a youth competition 

named  “Local solutions for regional strategies” in which high school and college students are invited to 

Mangualde 

15 November 2014 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association 

organising a local event 
 

Ação Pólis Unipessoal Lda. 
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develop their entrepreneurship skills and answer regional challenges identified within the Europe 2014-2020 

framework, such as SMEs’ competitiveness or the green economy. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The seminar covered various European challenges on how to educate and empower communities. Academic 

and political speakers shared their experience on European affairs at different levels.  

The people of Viseu Dão Lafões’ were invited to participate in a seminar that raised awareness regarding 

European issues and their influence on local challenges. The audience enjoyed the discussion of themes 

such as European Funding opportunities and the connection between European and local politics, especially 

addressed in the panel discussion “Viseu Dão Lafões – Europe and Local Power”.  

During the coffee break there was a sample of regional tastes, offered by several municipalities of NUTS III 

Viseu Dão Lafões. 

The event also featured a youth competition called “Local solutions for regional strategies”. Four groups 

introduced their solutions to regional problems, linking their projects to the Open Days motto. Thanks to the 

generosity of MPE Fernando Ruas, all the groups were awarded with a trip to Brussels to visit the European 

Institutions. 

The outstanding occurrence in the entire event was the signing of a charter for citizens’ involvement by the 

mayors of the municipalities in the room. This charter aims to empower and encourage citizens to create 

initiatives that contribute to the development of their region and community. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Ação Pólis is a private company that works hard on social responsibility because we believe that 

empowered communities are developed communities. And I strongly believe that we can only face the 

demographic challenges of rural areas if political feelings of belonging are not only encouraged but also 

generated.”, Silvia Vermelho, Ação Pólis 

 

“Congratulations on the choice of the name of this seminar, it is so good that I could have used it as a 

political campaign slogan!” Fernando Ruas, MPE 

 

More information: 

 

A summary video of the event can be found via the following link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZSP0xJerzs 

 

Speakers’ presentation:  

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B5JaDQCZO1HkVndHNllUcmkyQUE&usp=sharing 

 

A Political statement/Charter for citizenship and civil society mobilization can be found on our website, both 

in Portuguese and English: http://opendaysregions.acaopolis.pt 

 

Flickr account (only pics of the event): https://www.flickr.com/photos/128754034@N03/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZSP0xJerzs
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B5JaDQCZO1HkVndHNllUcmkyQUE&usp=sharing
http://opendaysregions.acaopolis.pt/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128754034@N03/
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ROMANIA 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Bacau Municipality Bacau 

Centru Region Sibiu 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

Bucharest-Ilfov Region Bucarest 

 

Two local events were organised by the regional partners and one event 

by an independent partner. 

 

All reports are enclosed. 
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"Managing change 2014-2020" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Seminar 

 

Organisers: Local Development Agency Bacau 

 

Chair:  Liviu Scarlat, Director of the Local Development Agency Bacau, Moderator 

 

Speakers:   Romeo Stavarache, Mayor of Bacau 

 Liviu Scarlat, Director of the Local Development Agency Bacau 

 Nicolae Toderas, National School of Political and Administrative Studies 

 Cornel Pricope, Director of the Business and Exhibition Centre Bacau 

 Representative of Bacau Prefecture 

 Representative of Europe Direct Centre Bacau 

 

Outline: 

 

Europe is currently experiencing the difficult task of overcoming the crisis, intending, by means of the 

Europe 2020 strategy, to contribute to the growth and prosperity of the entire Union by reducing economic, 

social and territorial disparities. The seminar aimed to address the changes that have taken place in terms of 

economic, social and territorial cohesion, evaluation elements, conditioning elements, distinguishing 

between efficiency-effectiveness, the connection with the Europe 2020 strategy and the way in which it 

responds to the formation of regions in Romania, especially since the regionalisation process will be 

completed by the end of this year. 

Discussions focused on two topics: priorities concerning the changes deriving from the principles of 

territorial, economic and social cohesion and converging aspects of the development strategy. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

We tried to engage the audience by widening the content and disseminating information on EU funding 

opportunities, most of all to include people who have little or no previous experience of European work and 

funding. Our objective was to raise awareness of the opportunities available among such people, as well 

among experienced players who are facing the challenging changes of the future programming period 2014 

-2020. 

 

More information: 

 

http://adlbacau.ro/adl/ 

 

 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Bacau Municipality (Local Urban Development European Network) 

Bacau 

3 October 2014 



 204 

 

 

 

"Local and European Policies for sustaining the competitiveness 

of SMEs in the food industry" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Seminar 

 

Organisers: Regional Development Agency Centru 

 Partners:  

 Europe Direct Information Center Centru Region 

 Lucian Blaga University - The Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, Food Industry and 

Environmental Protection 

 

Speakers:   Mr Prof. Univ. Dr. Eng. Ovidiu Tita, Dean of The Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, Food 

Industry and Environmental Protection 

 Mr Mihai Pocanschi, director of Regional Policies Department, Regional Development 

Agency Centru 

 Mr Stelian Iliu, Executive Director, Department of Agriculture of Sibiu County 

 Mr Gherasim Dan Dăncăneț, Director of Sibiu County Office for Rural Investment Financing  

 Mr Vajda Lajos, Vice-president of AGROFOOD Cluster 

 Ms Dana Lupica, Sibiu County Council  

 Ms Prof. Univ. Dr. Eng. Aurel Badiu – The Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences 

"Gheorghe Ionescu-Şişeşti", NCP HORIZON 2020 

 Mr Alin Dumitru, Director of SC DAD EXPERTISE SRL 

 Ms Ovidia Caba, RDA Centru 

 Mr Marius Duca, RDA Centru 

 

Outline: 

 

The event brought together over 80 participants, food experts, representatives of local public authorities, 

agricultural departments, clusters, research institutes, and companies operating in the food industry. The 

discussion and presentations focused on the improvement of policies and programmes for supporting and 

financing SMEs' competitiveness and sustainability in the agro-food industry, in the next programing period 

(2014-2020). 

 

During the event, the results of i4Food project were presented, along with the best practice models for the 

development of local partnerships between producers, processors and distributors, the food sector, leading 

to a better use of local resources and increasing the safety and quality of local food products, identified in 

the European region of i4Food project. 

 

In order to support the transfer of ideas and models identified in the European partner regions of the i4Food 

project, a representative of the National Contact Point for HORIZON 2020, gave a presentation and 

Centru Region (Regions of Food) 

Sibiu 

20 November 2014 
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highlighted the financing opportunities in areas such as:  food security, sustainable agriculture, marine and 

maritime research and the bio-economy.   

 

One of the topics of the event focused on the Smart Specialization Strategy of Centru Region. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.ziarulunirea.ro/seminar-in-domeniul-industriei-alimentare-la-sibiu-adr-centru-prezinta-

oportunitatile-de-dezvoltare-a-firmelor-296612.html 

http://europedirect-adrcentru.ro/index.php/stiri-regiunea-centru/383-masuri-si-politici-de-sustinere-a-

competitivitatii-imm-urilor-din-industria-alimentara-dezbatute-la-sibiu 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ziarulunirea.ro/seminar-in-domeniul-industriei-alimentare-la-sibiu-adr-centru-prezinta-oportunitatile-de-dezvoltare-a-firmelor-296612.html
http://www.ziarulunirea.ro/seminar-in-domeniul-industriei-alimentare-la-sibiu-adr-centru-prezinta-oportunitatile-de-dezvoltare-a-firmelor-296612.html
http://europedirect-adrcentru.ro/index.php/stiri-regiunea-centru/383-masuri-si-politici-de-sustinere-a-competitivitatii-imm-urilor-din-industria-alimentara-dezbatute-la-sibiu
http://europedirect-adrcentru.ro/index.php/stiri-regiunea-centru/383-masuri-si-politici-de-sustinere-a-competitivitatii-imm-urilor-din-industria-alimentara-dezbatute-la-sibiu
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"REGIO - achievements and prospects in the Bucharest-Ilfov Region 2014" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Bucharest -Ilfov Regional Development Agency (ADRBI) 

 

Chair:  Ovidiu Nahoi, Producer, The Money Channel TV 

 Claudia Ionescu, Head of the Regional Promotion and Investments Department, ADRBI 

 

Speakers:   Corina Creţu, Commissioner for Regional Policy, European Commission 

 Eugen Teodorovici, Minister, Ministry of European Funds 

 Gabriel Onaca, Deputy Head of Cabinet, Regional Policy, European Commission  

 Gabriel Friptu, Director, European Projects Department, Ministry of Regional Development 

and Public Administration 

 Luca Gentile, Director, ICE - Italian Trade Promotion Agency, Embassy of Italy in Romania 

 Dan Nicula, General Manager, ADRBI 

 Alexandru Nastase, State Secretary, Department for Infrastructure Projects, Foreign 

Investment, Public Private Partnership and Export Promotion 

 Claudia Ionescu, Head of the Regional Promotion and Investments Department, ADRBI 

 Ileana Anghel-Person, Executive Director, Bucharest City Council 

 Gabriela Aldea, Director, Ilfov County Council 

 Gheorghe Pistol, Mayor, Buftea City Council 

 Andi-Dan Dulămea, Project Manager, General Directorate for Social Assistance and Child 

Protection, District 6 

 Ion Jarcalete, Project Manager, Bragadiru City Council 

 Raluca Covaci, Director, Project Management Directorate, Sector 3 Bucharest City Council 

 Anna Maria Vasile, Director, Project Management Directorate, Sector 3 Bucharest City 

Council 

 Ciprian Cobzaru, Administrator, Asociaţia Don Orione 

 

Outline: 

 

The Bucharest-Ilfov Region, composed of the Municipality of Bucharest – capital of Romania – and Ilfov 

County, located in the southern part of the country, is the smallest territorial and administrative unit of 

Romania but also the most developed from an economic point of view. 

 

In October 2014, the Bucharest-Ilfov Regional Development Agency (ADRBI) organised 3 important events in 

Brussels, related to the Open Days European Week of Regions and Cities and intends to organise similar 

events in October 2015, to promote REGIO results in the Bucharest-Ilfov Region. More information about 

these events can be found on the ADRBI website at: http://www.regioadrbi.ro/events.aspx 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association 

organising a local event 

 

Bucharest-Ilfov Region 

Bucharest 

27 November 2014 
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ADRBI organised the event "REGIO Results and Perspectives", on the 27th of November 2014 (8.30-16.00) in 

Bucharest at the Radisson Blu Hotel, Atlas II Hall, 63-81 Victoriei Avenue. REGIO is the Regional Operational 

Programme for 2007-2013 for Romania, a national programme with regional implementation. 

 

The conference, an Open Days local event in Romania, with the participation of Mrs Corina Creţu, European 

Commissioner for Regional Policy, offered the European framework for debating the results of the 

implementation of REGIO: 

-Mr Eugen Teodorovici presented the results regarding the European Funds in Romania and Mr Gabriel 

Friptu presented the results of the implementation of REGIO at national level. 

-Mr Dan Nicula and Mrs Claudia Ionescu presented the results of the implementation of REGIO at regional 

level in the Bucharest-Ilfov Region. 

- The REGIO beneficiaries from public and private institutions presented success stories to illustrate the 

results so far in implementing and managing projects at regional and local level. 

 

More about the presentations can be found on the ADRBI website at: 

http://www.regioadrbi.ro/evenimente/conferinta-%27regio-%E2%80%93-realizari-si-perspective-in-

bucuresti-ilfov%27-2014.aspx 

 

In parallel with the conference, two specific events were organised:  

1. a photo exhibition of projects financed by REGIO from all domains of the programme: transport, health, 

social, education, business and tourism infrastructure and a screening of the last movie released by ADRBI;  

2. at the end of the conference a REGIO Anniversary festivity - an Award Ceremony with diplomas and prizes 

for Regio beneficiaries and representatives of the mass media from the Bucharest-Ilfov Region. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

It is fair to say that the message of Corina Cretu, the European Commissioner for Regional Policy,   “We have 

the funds. Now we need the projects!” could be the appropriate conclusion of the conference. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.regioadrbi.ro/events/conference-regio-results-and-perspectives-in-bucharest-ilfov-region-

2014.aspx 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQw-9nsswK0 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission/2014-2019/cretu/blog/bucharest-new-kind-romanian-fairytale_en 

 

https://corinacretu.wordpress.com/2014/11/28/bucurestiul-de-poveste/ 

 

http://www.regioadrbi.ro/media/materiale-video.aspx (available after December 2014 with English 

subtitles) 

 

http://www.regioadrbi.ro/media/articole-conferinta-regio-2014.aspx 

http://www.regioadrbi.ro/evenimente/conferinta-%27regio-%E2%80%93-realizari-si-perspective-in-bucuresti-ilfov%27-2014.aspx
http://www.regioadrbi.ro/evenimente/conferinta-%27regio-%E2%80%93-realizari-si-perspective-in-bucuresti-ilfov%27-2014.aspx
http://www.regioadrbi.ro/media/articole-conferinta-regio-2014.aspx
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REPUBLIC OF SERBIA 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Region of South East Serbia no local event organised 

Vojvodina Novi Sad 

 

 

Two local events were planned to be organised by the regional partners.  

 

The report of Vojvodina is enclosed. 
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"Strengthening of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises through 

Guarantee Schemes and the COSME Programme" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers:  European Affairs Fund of Autonomous Province of Vojvodina 

 Guarantee Fund of Autonomous Province of Vojvodina 

 

Chair:  Siniša Lazić, Director of European Affairs Fund of the Autonomous Province of 

Vojvodina 

 Goran Vasić, Director of the Guarantee Fund of the Autonomous Province of 

Vojvodina 

 

Speakers:   Miroslav Vasin, Vice-President of the Provincial Government of the Autonomous 

Province of Vojvodina and Provincial Secretary for Economy, Employment and 

Gender Equality 

 Zorica Marić, Ministry of Economy, Department for Entrepreneurship and 

Competitiveness  

 Zdravko Ilić, Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Serbia  

 Andreas Beikos, European Investment Bank, Western Balkans Representative Office 

 Johannes Busse, EBRD 

 Sandra Rodić, USAID Business Enabling Project 

 Caroline Tsilikounas, Agroinvest Serbia and Montenegro 

 Ivana Bacanović Jukliček, Austria Wirtschaftservice, Austria 

 László Tóth, Rural Credit Guarantee Foundation - AVHGA, Hungary 

 Luisa Corbelletto, Societa Finanziaria di Promozione della Cooperazione Economica 

con i paesi dell’est Europeo – FINEST, Italy 

 

Outline: 

 

The SME sector plays an important role in the EU employing two thirds of the EU workforce in the economy 

and yielding 60% of EU GDP. The EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and 

Medium-sized Enterprises – COSME – is a multi-annual programme running from 2014 to 2020 with a 

planned budget of €2.3bn. It is aimed at encouraging SME competitiveness by facilitating access to finance 

for SMEs, improving their access to the market, providing support to entrepreneurs and creating an 

environment favourable to SME creation and growth. The main beneficiaries are SMEs, entrepreneurs, 

business support organisations, and authorities at national, regional and local level. Serbia’s participation in 

it is expected to be finalised in 2015. 

Vojvodina (Motors for Growth) 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Novi Sad 

20 November 2014 
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Serbia’s announced strategy for the development of the SME sector is a good step, yet specific instruments 

for financial support need to be addressed. One of the few specific measures is the call announced by the 

Provincial Secretariat for Economy, Employment and Gender Equality. In order to improve SME development 

in Serbia, the conference aimed at promoting the EU programmes for SME development, presenting the 

opportunities for SMEs in the period 2014-2020, as well as the experiences and roles of EU Member States 

(Hungary, Italy and Austria) in strengthening SMEs through micro-credit and guarantee schemes, and 

assessing legal options to contribute to the granting of loans to SMEs in Serbia. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The EU programmes for SME development offer opportunities for strengthening entrepreneurial economic 

activities that lead to overall economic development. The experiences and know-how of the EU Member 

States are important and useful indicators for future steps to be taken in the EU integration process. 

 

More information: 

 

www.vojvodinahouse.eu 

www.garfondapv.org.rs 

www.vojvodina.gov.rs 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vojvodinahouse.eu/
http://www.garfondapv.org.rs/
http://www.vojvodina.gov.rs/
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SLOVAKIA 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Bratislava Region Bratislava 
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"New Programming Period 2014-2020: Possibilities and Potential 

for the Bratislava Region" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Panel discussion 

 

Organisers: Bratislava Self-Governing Region 

 

Chair:  Mrs. Barbora Lukacova, Head of Department of Strategy, Regional Development and 

Project Management, Bratislava Self-Governing Region 

 

Speakers: Pavol Frešo, President of the Bratislava Region  

 Martin Berta, Vice-president of the Bratislava Region 

 Livia Vasakova, Representation of the European Commission in the Slovak Republic 

 Lubos Littera, Government Office of the Slovak Republic 

 Dusan Chrenek, Head of the Representation of the European Commission in the Slovak 

Republic 

 Viktor Veselovský, Director, Department for the Management of the Bratislava Region 

Operational Programme, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak 

Republic 

 Martin Bezek, Department of Strategy, Regional Development and Project Management, 

Bratislava Region 

 Marta Prnova, Director, Department of Programming and Implementing of Programmes, 

Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic 

 Miloslava Molnárová, Head of Programming, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family 

of the Slovak Republic 

 Kristian Kovacs, Department of Strategy, Social Protection of Children and Family, Ministry 

of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic 

 Veronika Palkova, Director, Department of OP Education, Ministry of Education, Science, 

Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic 

 Martin Huska, Director-general, Directorate for Environmental Programs and Projects, 

Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic 

 Peter Jesenský, Department of Strategy, Regional Development and Project Management, 

Bratislava Region 

 Andrea Uhrinova, Director, Department for preparation of Operational Programme 

Research and Innovation, Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak 

Republic 

 Martin Hakel, Head of Strategy and Regional Development, Bratislava Region 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Bratislava Region (Connecting regional strategies across borders) 

Bratislava 

15 December 2014 
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Outline: 

 

Bratislava Self-Governing Region's local event focused on the new programming period 2014 – 2020 and the 

current state of the preparation process of the operational programmes with relevance to municipalities of 

the Bratislava Self-Governing Region (e.g. Integrated Regional Operational Programme, and Operational 

Programme Environment etc.). 

 

Firstly, the priorities of the region in the new programming period were emphasized with the aim to 

contribute to the development of the entire region. The event showed examples of best practices from the 

previous programming period in order to present lessons learned from the successful past projects. 

 

Other important topics, for instance the Local Action Groups (LAG) or the Regional Integrated Territorial 

Strategy (RITS) as a tool for more effective implementation of IROP were discussed. 

 

The second part of the event was devoted to the programmes of cross-border cooperation: Slovakia – 

Austria, Slovakia – Hungary, Slovakia – the Czech Republic. The opportunities which these programs offer to 

municipalities were introduced, especially how to engage in projects financed within cross-border 

cooperation programmes. The seminar looked at successful cross-border cooperation projects from the 

previous programming period and the programs of the transnational cooperation – Danube and Central 

Europe programme, as well as the communitarian programs of the European Commission. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The main objective of the seminar was to present operational programmes with relevance to the Bratislava 

Self-Governing region as well as options for obtaining external sources of finance for municipalities of the 

region. The content of the event was designed to engage the audience and raise their awareness of the 

opportunities available. The aim was also to achieve more synergy and complementarities among the 

relevant actors within the region. It should lead to preparation of quality and complex projects to improve 

the lives of the people living in the Bratislava Self-Governing Region. 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fotopavolfreso/16026638592/in/photostream/ 

 

http://www.region-bsk.sk/clanok/aktualne-spravy-starostovia-hovorili-o-moznostiach-cerpat-

eurofondy.aspx 

 

http://bratislava.sme.sk/c/7549823/starostovia-hovorili-o-moznostiach-cerpat-eurofondy.html 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fotopavolfreso/16026638592/in/photostream/
http://www.region-bsk.sk/clanok/aktualne-spravy-starostovia-hovorili-o-moznostiach-cerpat-eurofondy.aspx
http://www.region-bsk.sk/clanok/aktualne-spravy-starostovia-hovorili-o-moznostiach-cerpat-eurofondy.aspx
http://bratislava.sme.sk/c/7549823/starostovia-hovorili-o-moznostiach-cerpat-eurofondy.html
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SLOVENIA 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Eastern Slovenia Ljubljana 

Ljubljana Urban Region Ljubljana 

Pomurje Murska Sobota 

Republic of Slovenia no local event organised 

 

Four local events were planned to be organised by the regional partners.  

 

Eastern Slovenia had planned a conference on "Non-Technological 

Innovation for Growth and Jobs" end of September.  

 

The reports of Ljubljana Urban Region and Pomurje are enclosed. 

 



 219 

 

 

 

"Creative Approaches in Health" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Awareness raising event 

 

Organisers: Regional Development Agency of Ljubljana Urban Region (RRA LUR) and Regional Creative 

Economy Centre (RCKE) 

 

Chair:  Tina Pezdirc Nograšek, Project Manager at RRA LUR 

 

Speakers:   Lilijana Madjar, Director of RRA LUR 

 Jure Miklavc, Founder of Studio Miklavc 

 Petra Černe Oven, Member of PEKINPAH Association 

 Meta Štular, Project Manager at RogLab 

 

Outline: 

 

RRA LUR’s local event focused on the importance of health for both economic and social development.  

 

The Agency is planning and implementing a number of actions aiming to tackle health-related issues, 

whereby an emphasis is put on interdisciplinary cooperation – especially among science, health, and 

community sectors as well as design. The latter can play a particularly vital role in effectively and efficiently 

addressing health-related challenges. At the event two of RRA LUR’s most recent projects, where designers 

were strongly involved in developing products and services contributing to better public health were 

presented: (1) I don’t bend to Anyone – a project focusing on patients with arthritis (results include a number 

of awareness raising tools and a self-help forum for arthritis patients); and (2) Dementia – a project focused 

on developing a set of board games for elderly people suffering from dementia (enhancing their memory as 

well as relations with loved ones). Much attention was given to how extensive research, creative thinking as 

well as interdisciplinary (user-oriented) teamwork can result in innovations with not just economic but also 

social impact.  

 

A related project (DESIGN (DIS)ABILITY), implemented by RogLab in collaboration with YHD (Association for 

Theory and Culture of Handicap), was also presented as an example of how service design methods 

contribute to development of innovative solutions that improve the individual’s and community’s quality of 

life. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Tackling the challenges of fast societal, environmental and economic changes requires new approaches not 

only in product development, but also in service and business model development. These approaches 

(should) stem from involving an individual and the society in innovative processes, interdisciplinary 

connectedness and focus on user experience. This has not only a great economic but also social impact. 

Ljubljana Urban Region (Equity in Health for European Regions) 

Ljubljana 

24 November 2014 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 
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Quote: 

 

“RRA LUR recognises the value of health for sustainable regional development, which is why health is also 

included in the Regional Development Programme of the Ljubljana Urban Region for 2014–2020 – as a 

horizontal theme.” (Lilijana Madjar, Directress of RRA LUR) 

 

More information: 

 

Photos: http://www.rcke.si/dogodki/kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu) 

 

Information about the event on the website of Regional creative economy centre (RCKE): 

http://www.rcke.si/dogodki/kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu 

 

Invitation: http://www.rcke.si/media/dogodki/VABILO-Kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu-RRA-LUR.pdf 

 

Press release: http://www.rcke.si/media/dogodki/Sporo--ilo-za-javnost-Kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu-RRA-

LUR.pdf 

 

Press articles: 

https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/12/03/721f5701-5ecf-4b13-b301-

ee1fe3f11b62&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-

682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6

&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=71d9cc67-e35a-455f-

991d-ccdbdf963dd1 

 

https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/11/24/00832dae-69cd-4d1c-8aef-

4b3c460afd80&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-

682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6

&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=05220b15-d84b-4ba8-

9534-9ce7e73bbfec 

 

 

 

http://www.rcke.si/dogodki/kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu
http://www.rcke.si/dogodki/kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu
http://www.rcke.si/media/dogodki/VABILO-Kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu-RRA-LUR.pdf
http://www.rcke.si/media/dogodki/Sporo--ilo-za-javnost-Kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu-RRA-LUR.pdf
http://www.rcke.si/media/dogodki/Sporo--ilo-za-javnost-Kreativni-pristopi-v-zdravstvu-RRA-LUR.pdf
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/12/03/721f5701-5ecf-4b13-b301-ee1fe3f11b62&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=71d9cc67-e35a-455f-991d-ccdbdf963dd1
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/12/03/721f5701-5ecf-4b13-b301-ee1fe3f11b62&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=71d9cc67-e35a-455f-991d-ccdbdf963dd1
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/12/03/721f5701-5ecf-4b13-b301-ee1fe3f11b62&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=71d9cc67-e35a-455f-991d-ccdbdf963dd1
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/12/03/721f5701-5ecf-4b13-b301-ee1fe3f11b62&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=71d9cc67-e35a-455f-991d-ccdbdf963dd1
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/12/03/721f5701-5ecf-4b13-b301-ee1fe3f11b62&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=71d9cc67-e35a-455f-991d-ccdbdf963dd1
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/11/24/00832dae-69cd-4d1c-8aef-4b3c460afd80&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=05220b15-d84b-4ba8-9534-9ce7e73bbfec
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/11/24/00832dae-69cd-4d1c-8aef-4b3c460afd80&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=05220b15-d84b-4ba8-9534-9ce7e73bbfec
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/11/24/00832dae-69cd-4d1c-8aef-4b3c460afd80&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=05220b15-d84b-4ba8-9534-9ce7e73bbfec
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/11/24/00832dae-69cd-4d1c-8aef-4b3c460afd80&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=05220b15-d84b-4ba8-9534-9ce7e73bbfec
https://media.klipingmap.com/image/view?filePath=2014/11/24/00832dae-69cd-4d1c-8aef-4b3c460afd80&language=sl&topicGroupId=19ec0120-d59f-35f1-b262-682a52a9163d&showHighlights=true&purpose=2&summaryType=auto_generated&compressionQuality=0.6&crop=315,100,50,100&skipCropTopOn1stPage=true&width=800&dcStringToken=05220b15-d84b-4ba8-9534-9ce7e73bbfec
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"Driving the Pomurje Tourism Industry: A Best Practice Approach" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Strategic forum 

 

Organisers: Regional Development Agency Mura 

 

Chair:  Danilo Krapec, Regional Development Agency Mura, Managing Director 

 

Speakers:   Daniel Ulčar, Regional Development Agency Mura 

 Helga Lukač, Regional Development Agency Mura 

 Bojan Kar, Regional Development Agency Mura 

 

Outline: 

 

Pomurje region in Slovenia is mostly known for its spa resorts due to the fact that it is rich with thermal and 

mineral water springs. Besides these the main motive for tourists are also intact nature and versatility of 

possible experiences, but at the same time there is a lack of integral tourism products and quality services 

which would enrich tourists stay and at the same time enable higher added value in the tourism economy. 

One of region’s long term orientations is eco-sustainable development which should be based around 

development of comprehensive products and an intact and quality services sector. CesR project is in line with 

the above-mentioned strategy and gives a valuable contribution to regional policy makers as well to the 

tourism industry since the project allowed us to collect best practices from 7 partner regions. 

Within the local event in Murska Sobota on 25th of November, Regional Development Agency Mura 

provided a presentation of the CesR project, its best practices and in this way tried to influence decision-

makers as well the tourism economy to plan and implement activities in the field of development of services 

in tourism.  

During the event, an overview of the situation within the Pomurje tourism was also given and regular work 

was continued with planning the promotion activities and attendance at tourism fairs. 

At the very beginning the “Open days” initiative with basic figures as well its importance and benefits were 

presented to the audience. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Constructive discussions during the event confirmed that in tourism, which is among the most important 

economic branches in the region, new approaches and creativity for further development are of highest 

importance. With the national trend for sustainability, local incentives are also going in this direction and 

participants were fully aware of that and at the same time satisfied that the new tourism offer in the region 

includes cycling and hiking trails, farm tourism, self-catering accommodation and other rural type of tourism 

products since exactly these developing tourism products offer great opportunities for services providers. A 

few extraordinarily good practices identified within CesR project underlined this and showcased how 

development of the service sector in tourism can contribute to creation of new valuable jobs. 

Pomurje (Regions promoting social inclusion) 

Murska Sobota 

25 November 2014 
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Quote: 

 

“Let’s learn from the good examples, avoid the mistakes others made and grow sustainably” 

 

More information: 

 

http://web.rra-mura.com/prenosi/VABILO%20RDO%2025%20%2011%20%202014.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://web.rra-mura.com/prenosi/VABILO%20RDO%2025%20%2011%20%202014.pdf
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SPAIN 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

A Coruña Santiago de Compostela 

Andalusia Seville 

Aragon Zaragoza 

Principality of Asturias Oviedo 

Province of Barcelona Barcelona 

Basque Country Basque Region 

Castellon Castellon 

Castile and León Tábara 

Catalonia Barcelona 

Extremadura Badajoz 

Galicia Lugo 

Diputacíón de Granada Huétor Tájar 

Region of Murcia Murcia 

Navarre Jaca 

City of Saragossa Saragossa 

City of Seville Seville 

Region of Valencia Valencia 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

Employers’ Federation of La Rioja (FER) Logroño 

Mons Foundation 2015 Madrid 
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Seventeen local events were planned by the regional partners. 

Furthermore, two independent partners had also planned a local event. 

 

A Coruña had planned a presentation on “Methodology for incorporating 

patients in health innovation projects” to take place in October. The 

Basque Country had planned media information on "OPEN DAYS, 

European Union regional policy and maritime industries". Catalonia had 

foreseen a workshop of Denmark meets Catalonia” II Intercluster meeting 

“Denmark meets Catalonia" and the City of Saragossa a workshop end of 

October on "Satellits for a Smart City. 

 

The reports of Andalusia, Aragon, the Principality of Asturias, the 

Province of Barcelona, Castellon, Castile and León, Extremadura, Galicia, 

the Diputacion de Granada, the Region of Murcia, Navarre, the City of 

Seville, the Valencian Region, the Employers’ Federation of La Rioja 

(FER) and Mons 2015 Foundation are enclosed. 
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"Foundations for an Aerospace policy in Andalusia" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Presentation and workshops 

 

Organisers: Consejería de Economía Innovación, Ciencia y Empleo, Junta de Andalucía (Regional 

government for Economy, Innovation, Science and Employment) 

 

Chair:  Esperanza Caro Gómez, Coordinator for General Secretariat for Universities, Research and 

Technology 

 

Speakers:   Miguel Ferrer, CSIC, Spanish Research Council 

 Luciano Alonso, Regional Minister for Education 

 Jesús García Argüelles, from Tablada area, AIRBUS, Space and Defense 

 Professors of Universities and educators. 

 

Outline: 

 

Andalusia’s local event will focus on the strengths related to the incipient activity for the space sector. 

Andalusia is taking the first steps on the basis of a well-defined space activity. In 2010 the «  1 PROGRAMA 

DE ACCIÓN SECTOR AEROESPACIAL 2010 – 2013 » (First action programme for the Aerospace Sector 2010-

2013) was formulated and launched. Since the aeronautics sector is well established and considered as one 

of the main drivers of the Andalusian economy, the synergies with space activity and other new activities like 

space services are promoting the incipient sector.  

 

Now we are involved in the generation of the second action plan. It will separate both sectors, and also the 

new research and innovation funding frameworks for Andalusia, RIS3 and PAIDI, will consider space-related 

activities as a priority in the Andalusian innovation scheme. 

In order to get the best publicity for the event, the presentation will take place during the World Space Week 

events. 

 

The event has been geared to make the public aware of the importance of investing in the space sectors, 

research and innovation in space is a guarantee of innovation in other sectors. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Under the motto "Space drives your way", entities like Junta de Andalucía, Regional Government for 

Education, the General Secretariat for Universities, CSIC and Airbus Defence and Space in Andalusia were 

the participants in the event counting 84 countries in the framework of the Space Week with the event 

“Foundations for an Aerospace policy in Andalusia” as a “mirror event” of the Open Days. 

 

 

Andalusia (Regions for space applications alliance) 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Seville 

7 October 2014 
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The objective was to present the space sector to society, to present the contributions of the space industry 

to the improvement of the development of mankind. The Regional Government, Junta de Andalucía: 

Regional Ministry for Education and Sports, General Secretariat for Universities, House of Science, FADA 

CATEC, Research Council, School of Engineering and AIRBUS Defence & Space have contributed to this 

event. 
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"The technological challenges of e-health" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Forum 

 

Organisers: Bio-Med Aragon 

 Organisation for biotechnology, biomedicine and medical technologies aimed at giving 

support to knowledge and innovation transfer. Bio-Med Aragon involves relevant 

stakeholders from the private and public sector, research bodies and academia and 

pursues the creation of structures for joint collaboration. It was launched to attract 

investments which contribute to the socioeconomic development of the region. 

 

Chair:  Keynote speeches made by: 

 Luis Rondel, Managing Director of the Institute for Health Sciences of Aragon 

 Miguel Ángel García Muro, General Director for Research and Innovation of the 

Government of Aragon 

 Ángel Sanz Barea, Managing Director of the Public Health Service of Aragon 

 

Speakers:   Representatives of research groups, companies of the sector, organisations of interest and 

other stakeholders 

 

Outline: 

 

The Forum addressed the technological challenges facing e-health in order to ensure affordable healthcare 

by identifying the real and direct necessities of the users, the patients and the rest of medical staff. The 

objective was to offer coherent answers and to present technological solutions which are able to benefit the 

public. 

 

During the first part of the forum, a series of short and precise presentations were made to outline cases of 

successful implementation of new technologies in e-health. The speakers presented concrete experiences 

where a need has been identified in the field of medicines, healthcare, etc. and when it has been solved 

through innovation based on new technologies. The transfer of R&D and innovation was underlined.  

 

The second part of the forum was a round table to discuss the role of new technologies in the context of the 

challenges of current societies related to e-health: healthy ageing, intelligent communities, national and 

international programmes on innovation, etc. 

 

Aragon (EU4Health) 

Zaragoza 

18 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The main result of the forum was that it was the first step towards the creation of a special working group of 

Bio-Med Aragon on ICT and e-health. It will be aligned with other groups and similar national initiatives. Its 

target is to address the challenges of the new technologies in terms of technological innovation, economic 

sustainability and health quality at the service of the citizens of the new models of e-health. 

 

Quote: 

 

“It is essential to identify the real and direct necessities of the users, the patients and the rest of people of 

interest in the sector in order to find coherent answers and to present technological solutions which are 

able to benefit the citizens.” 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.biomedaragon.com/events/las-nuevas-tecnologias-en-e-salud-al-servicio-del-e-ciudadano/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biomedaragon.com/events/las-nuevas-tecnologias-en-e-salud-al-servicio-del-e-ciudadano/
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"Dissemination of the results of the Conference “Europe in my region: 

tools for asturian companies to work in the marine renewable 

energy market" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Press and Internet Event 

 

Organisers: Fundación Asturiana de la Energía 

 

Chair:  Indalecio González, Fundación Asturiana de la Energía 

 

Outline: 

 

The Regional Public Administration of Asturias, on the basis of its participation in several initiatives financed 

by EU funds, has several tools for companies, technology centres and training centres of the region (ERANET 

funds, networks, ... ) to encourage their participation in the marine renewable energy market. 

For this reason, it will hold an event titled "Tools for Asturian companies to work in the field of marine 

renewable energy " to present the tools to the regional stakeholders. The aim is to encourage them to make 

use of these tools and receive their feedback to improve them. In the event, the managers of these tools, the 

regional economic development agency (IDEPA) and the regional energy agency (FAEN), will explain their 

details and their operation. Then, a debate will be established to find out the opinion of the agents and 

collect suggestions for improvements. 

In September, the dissemination of the main results of the event will be made through the local and regional 

media with the aim to make them known, not only to regional stakeholders but also to the citizens. 

 

More information: 

 

www.faen.es 

www.asturias.es 

http://www.faen.es/news/european-open-days-2014-local-event-faen/ 

 

 

 

Principality of Asturias (Alliance for smart maritime industries) 

Oviedo 

29 Septembre 2014 

http://www.faen.es/
http://www.asturias.es/
http://www.faen.es/news/european-open-days-2014-local-event-faen/
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"XIX Conference on the EU: The New European Urban Agenda" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Barcelona Provincial Council. With the collaboration of Europe Direct Barcelona and the 

other Catalan Provinces: Lleida, Girona and Tarragona 

 

Chair:  Salvador ESTEVE, Mayor of Martorell and President of Barcelona Provincial Council 

 

Speakers:   Michel LEBRUN, President of the Committee of the Regions and Councillor in Viroinval 

(Belgium) 

 Mark JEFFREY, representative of the European Commission Office in Barcelona 

 Pere PUIG, Head of the Delegation of the Government of Catalonia to the EU 

 Charlina VITCHEVA, Director for Smart and Sustainable Growth and Southern Europe, 

Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 

 Àngels CHACON i FEIXAS, Deputy Mayor of Igualada, responsible for Economic 

Development 

 Luiz DE MELLO, Deputy Director for Public Governance and Territorial Development, OECD 

 Prof. Michael PARKINSON, expert in urban issues, Liverpool University 

 Emilia MARTÍNEZ URRUTIA, Programme Director and Coordinator of the Urban Initiative 

2007-2013, SubD.G for ERDF management, DG for Community Funds, Spanish Ministry of 

Finance and Public Administration 

 Anna Lisa BONI, Secretary-General of Eurocities 

 Mart GRISEL, Director, European Urban Knowledge Network (EUKN) 

 Maria Teresa CALVO, Head of the European Parliament Office in Barcelona 

 Joan Carles GARCIA CAÑIZARES, Deputy Councillor for Chairmanship and Councillor for 

Culture, Barcelona Provincial Council 

 

Outline: 

 

The Department of International Relations of the Barcelona Provincial Council organises every year a 

Conference on the European Union. This XIXth edition focused on the New European Urban Agenda. 

 

The European Commission has recognised, for a few years now, that European cities are vital to respond to 

global challenges and implement the EU’s Growth Agenda for 2020. The recent reform of EU’s regional policy 

has encouraged its urban dimension; thus, it is expected that over half of the investments from the European 

Regional Development Fund for the period 2014-2020 will be carried out in cities and urban areas. 

 

More than two thirds of Europeans live in cities; therefore, it is essential that European cities and the Urban 

Agenda have a strategic role in the EU’s decision-making process. Local governments must be involved in 

achieving the objectives of the Europe 2020 Strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, providing a 

Province of Barcelona (Cities, Provinces and regions heading for 2020) 

Barcelona 

18 November 2014 
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territorial dimension and their knowledge of the local situation. Therefore, they should be directly involved 

in the definition of the EU priorities and programmes. 

 

This conference aimed to explore and discuss ways to give a more relevant role to cities in European politics. 

The discussions highlighted the fundamental role that cities can play in achieving broader European 

objectives such as combating climate change, unemployment and social exclusion. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The new EU Urban Agenda must have an integrated approach and include cities in the definition of policies. 

This Urban Agenda must also provide an urban dimension to European Funds: Europe needs cities for 

growth and employment and they should have the necessary financing instruments to achieve these goals. 

Finally, an Urban Agenda must promote the exchange of good practices in the field of urban development. 

These goals can only be achieved with a model of governance that involves European towns and cities 

structurally, as the future of Europe is drawn to our cities and towns. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Local representatives are used to dealing with local problems in an integrated way, and we must ensure 

that the EU considers them a source of inspiration and collaboration.” Michel LEBRUN, President of the 

Committee of the Regions. 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSIVpgcpoUQ4aD-qtgOn8HQ 

 

Website: http://www.diba.cat/web/cjs/inici/-/cjs/2407 

 

Press articles: 

 

http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32881901/la-veu-de-les-

ciutats-a-euro-1 

 

http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32737787/conclusions-

de-les-xix-jornades-sobre-la-ue 

 

http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32738107/el-comite-de-

les-regions-destaca-el-local-event-de-la-diputacio-de-barcelona 

 

http://www.diba.cat/web/butlletins/butlleti/-/butlletidigital/detallIndex/MONLOCAL2/23/35092 

 

http://www.cor.europa.eu/es/news/regional/Pages/xix-jornadas-ue-agenda-urbana-

europea.aspx?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Spain-November-2014 

 

http://cor.europa.eu/es/news/regional/Pages/lebrun-barcelona-xix-jornadas-union-europea.aspx 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSIVpgcpoUQ4aD-qtgOn8HQ
http://www.diba.cat/web/cjs/inici/-/cjs/2407
http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32881901/la-veu-de-les-ciutats-a-euro-1
http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32881901/la-veu-de-les-ciutats-a-euro-1
http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32737787/conclusions-de-les-xix-jornades-sobre-la-ue
http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32737787/conclusions-de-les-xix-jornades-sobre-la-ue
http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32738107/el-comite-de-les-regions-destaca-el-local-event-de-la-diputacio-de-barcelona
http://www.diba.cat/web/ri/llistat-butlleti-europa-plus/-/newsletter/30738801/1/32738107/el-comite-de-les-regions-destaca-el-local-event-de-la-diputacio-de-barcelona
http://www.diba.cat/web/butlletins/butlleti/-/butlletidigital/detallIndex/MONLOCAL2/23/35092
http://www.cor.europa.eu/es/news/regional/Pages/xix-jornadas-ue-agenda-urbana-europea.aspx?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Spain-November-2014
http://www.cor.europa.eu/es/news/regional/Pages/xix-jornadas-ue-agenda-urbana-europea.aspx?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Spain-November-2014
http://cor.europa.eu/es/news/regional/Pages/lebrun-barcelona-xix-jornadas-union-europea.aspx
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Salvador ESTEVE, Barcelona Provincial Council and Michel LEBRUN, President of the Committee of the 

Regions 
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"Climate-KIC Outreach Programme" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  One-day study visit of sustainable projects developed in Castellón 

 

Organisers: Climate-KIC Regional Centre in Valencia 

 FCVRE – Representation of the region of Valencia in Brussels 

 City Council of Castellón 

 

Chair:  Alfonso Bataller, City Mayor of Castellon 

 

Speakers:   Alfonso Bataller, Mayor of the City Council of Castellón 

 Victoria Palau, Director General for EU relations. 

 Luis Gargori, City Council of Castellón. 

 Carmen Segarra, Technological Institute of Ceramics. 

 

Outline: 

 

Within the framework of the European initiative known as the “Outreach Climate-KIC programme”, a 

Portuguese delegation of 18 experts participated in this local event, having the opportunity to discover some 

of the main sustainable projects currently developed in the region of Castellón. 

During this one-day visit, they visited the Center of Innovation, Energy and Sustainability (CIES), where 

initiatives about “Transition Cities” or projects such as the “Build Technology Accelerator Flagship” were 

presented. The Portuguese delegation also visited the Technological Institute of Ceramics, where the role of 

ceramics within a vision of Castellón as a sustainable city was presented.  

The visit was mainly geared towards areas of sustainable building and management of land and water, two 

priority areas for both regions and, for the whole innovation approach, as a thematic priority for the Climate-

KIC. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Both parties were very satisfied with the results achieved. This type of initiatives are essential to promote 

common approaches towards a low carbon economy as they represent a sign of cooperation between 

European regions. 

 

Quote: 

 

“The objective of this intense study-visit was to highlight the main strategies developed in our region, as 

well as to strengthen contact with relevant regional entities from Portugal, something that will allow us to 

establish new synergies and partnerships in a medium term” 

 

Castellon (A³ Adapt, Advance, Accelerate) 

Castellon 

26 November 2014 



 235 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.climate-kic.org/news/valencian-climate-kic-centre-tightens-links-portuguese-regions/ 

 

 

 

http://www.climate-kic.org/news/valencian-climate-kic-centre-tightens-links-portuguese-regions/
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"Sharing cultural heritage at the Spanish-Portuguese border" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Cross-border cultural event 

 

Organisers: Regional Ministry for the Presidency of the Government (Directorate-General for 

Institutional Relations and Foreign Affairs) - Castile and León Region (ES) 

 

Chair:  Regional Ministry for the Presidency of the Government (Directorate-General for 

Institutional Relations and Foreign Affairs) - Castile and León Government (ES) 

 Asociación Cultural La Folguera (Zamora, ES) in cooperation with Ayuntamiento de Tábara 

(Zamora, ES) 

 

Speakers:   Carlos Fresno, President of Asociación Cultural La Folguera (Zamora, ES) 

 

Outline: 

 

Border municipalities of the Aliste area (in the province of Zamora, ES) and the Tras-Os-Montes area (PT) 

share a rich cultural heritage.  One of the most representative examples is the “paloteo” dance, which is 

performed on different feast days. First written mention of this kind of dance appeared in 17th century 

documents. The tradition was lost in the 60s, as a consequence of migration, but it was brought back in the 

80s and women participated for the first time. This ethnographic recovery from the inhabitants of la Raya 

(border line between Portugal and Spain) has also entailed the rediscovery of musical instruments and 

traditional clothing.  

During the event on 20th September, Spanish and Portuguese groups shared their “paloteo” dances and 

heritage during this crossborder event.  

Dancing groups of “paloteo” in Spain and Portugal do usually perform at dancing exchange events, share 

knowledge and train young people. Children and youngsters from the regions of Aliste and Tras-Os-Montes 

are the beneficiaries of the dancing group work, as most of their activities are conceived as a pedagogical 

exchange. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Nearly a hundred of paloteo ´s dancers from Spain and Portugal participated in the cross-border cultural 

event. Nine groups of dancers (eight of adults and one of children) from the Spanish-Portuguese border area 

showed their year-long work to 900 attendees who witnessed the parade by the groups and the 

performances.  

This initiative was made possible through the support of NORCYL +, working group between Castilla y León 

and North of Portugal, which was approved in the second call of proposals of the Operational Programme 

for Cross-border Cooperation Spain-Portugal (POCTEP) 2007-2013. 

Castile and León (Advanced co-operation in Demographic Change) 

Tábara (Zamora) 

20 September 2014 
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More information: 

 

Link to the publication 

http://www.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/binarios/612/368/BDE%20429%2001%20NotCyL.pdf?blobheader=application%

2Fpdf%3Bcharset%3DUTF-8&blobheadername1=Cache-

Control&blobheadername2=Expires&blobheadername3=Site&blobheadervalue1=no-store%2Cno-

cache%2Cmust-revalidate&blobheadervalue2=0&blobheadervalue3=JCYL_Presupuestos&blobnocache=true 

 

Link to the audiovisual material  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeBXpdsttQY8rjvAIJTNFqc1E-B4gnlv9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/binarios/612/368/BDE%20429%2001%20NotCyL.pdf?blobheader=application%2Fpdf%3Bcharset%3DUTF-8&blobheadername1=Cache-Control&blobheadername2=Expires&blobheadername3=Site&blobheadervalue1=no-store%2Cno-cache%2Cmust-revalidate&blobheadervalue2=0&blobheadervalue3=JCYL_Presupuestos&blobnocache=true
http://www.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/binarios/612/368/BDE%20429%2001%20NotCyL.pdf?blobheader=application%2Fpdf%3Bcharset%3DUTF-8&blobheadername1=Cache-Control&blobheadername2=Expires&blobheadername3=Site&blobheadervalue1=no-store%2Cno-cache%2Cmust-revalidate&blobheadervalue2=0&blobheadervalue3=JCYL_Presupuestos&blobnocache=true
http://www.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/binarios/612/368/BDE%20429%2001%20NotCyL.pdf?blobheader=application%2Fpdf%3Bcharset%3DUTF-8&blobheadername1=Cache-Control&blobheadername2=Expires&blobheadername3=Site&blobheadervalue1=no-store%2Cno-cache%2Cmust-revalidate&blobheadervalue2=0&blobheadervalue3=JCYL_Presupuestos&blobnocache=true
http://www.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/binarios/612/368/BDE%20429%2001%20NotCyL.pdf?blobheader=application%2Fpdf%3Bcharset%3DUTF-8&blobheadername1=Cache-Control&blobheadername2=Expires&blobheadername3=Site&blobheadervalue1=no-store%2Cno-cache%2Cmust-revalidate&blobheadervalue2=0&blobheadervalue3=JCYL_Presupuestos&blobnocache=true
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeBXpdsttQY8rjvAIJTNFqc1E-B4gnlv9
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"Demographic challenges and active ageing in EUROACE:  

Innovation Strategies" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Seminar 

 

Organisers: Regional Government of Extremadura 

 

Chair:  Enrique Barrasa Sánchez, General Director of External Action. 

 Francisco Gómez Loarte, General Secretary of Analysis and Public Affairs. 

 Luis Alfonso Hernández Carrón, Regional Minister of Health and Socio-Health Policy 

 

Speakers:   Angela Bolufer-de Gea. Policy Officer DG Health and Consumers. Unit Innovation for 

Health and Consumers. European Commission. 

 Lorena Olivera Santa Catalina, Head of Section of active ageing of the Unit of elderly 

people and cognitive impairment of the Extremadura’s Service to Promote Autonomy and 

Dependence Care (SEPAD). Regional Ministry of Health and Socio-Health Policy. 

 Mª Isabel Enciso Arjona, Director of the Residential Centre of La Granadilla (Badajoz) 

 Sónia Ramos, Director of the Centre of Social Security of Évora. 

 Elia del Pilar Parejo, head of the office of care for chronic conditions, General Direction of 

health care of the Extremadura’s Health Service. 

 Celeste García Paredes, Professor at the University of Extremadura. Department of Human 

Geography. 

 Miguel Ángel Salinero. Technical manager. Ageing Cross-border Space – Ageing Virtual 

Centre Experience. Castile and Leon. 

 Alberto Mateos Gala, Assistant Director of Computer systems of the Extremadura’s Health 

Service. 

 Luis Camacho Murcia, Assistant Director of Economic Management and Public 

Procurement of the  Extremadura’s Health Service and of the Extremadura’s Service to 

Promote Autonomy and Dependence Care. 

 

Outline: 

 

Extremadura's local event focused on demographic challenges and active ageing in EUROACE: Innovation 

strategies. The seminar provided an explanation of European, national and regional policies about active 

ageing, then a panel discussion analysed the phenomenon of active ageing in regions with geographical and 

demographic disadvantages from different points of view: demographic, gerontological and the opportunity 

of businesses for enterprises. 

The Government of Extremadura, in its Smart Specialisation Strategy, prioritized the promotion of 

technologies for quality of life that transform the geo-demographic characteristics of the region into sources 

Extremadura (Equity in Health for European Regions) 

Badajoz 

26 September 2014 
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of opportunities. This can be made possible by promoting active ageing, bringing public services to areas 

with low population density and providing opportunities through R&D&i to create new businesses and jobs. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The event met the proposed objectives. On the one hand, the audience had the opportunity to analyse, 

together with experts of the different administrations, how to tackle one of the most important challenges 

facing today's society: the ageing of the population and the improvement of the quality of life of elderly 

people.  The characteristics of the Euroregion EUROACE were then analysed, formed by Extremadura and 

the Portuguese regions of Alentejo and Centro, which presents specific challenges that are particularly 

sharply felt in the health field. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Innovation strategies for demographic challenges in the EUROACE euroregion”. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.euro-ace.eu/es/noticia/los-desafios-demograficos-y-el-envejecimiento-activo-en-la-euroace-

estrategias-de-innovacion 

http://www.gobex.es/comunicacion/noticia?idPub=13952#.VCqER1c27cs 

http://www.extremadura.com/general/hernandez_carron_defiende_la_integracion_de_los_sistemas_sanita

rios_y_de_la_dependencia_para_abordar_el_envejecimiento_de_la_poblacion_junto_la_atencion_a_la_cro

nicidad 

http://www.europapress.es/extremadura/noticia-carron-aboga-innovacion-envejecimiento-poblacional-sea-

menos-costoso-posible-sistema-20140926134452.htm 

http://www.abc.es/agencias/noticia.asp?noticia=1678241 

 

 

http://www.euro-ace.eu/es/noticia/los-desafios-demograficos-y-el-envejecimiento-activo-en-la-euroace-estrategias-de-innovacion
http://www.euro-ace.eu/es/noticia/los-desafios-demograficos-y-el-envejecimiento-activo-en-la-euroace-estrategias-de-innovacion
http://www.gobex.es/comunicacion/noticia?idPub=13952#.VCqER1c27cs
http://www.extremadura.com/general/hernandez_carron_defiende_la_integracion_de_los_sistemas_sanitarios_y_de_la_dependencia_para_abordar_el_envejecimiento_de_la_poblacion_junto_la_atencion_a_la_cronicidad
http://www.extremadura.com/general/hernandez_carron_defiende_la_integracion_de_los_sistemas_sanitarios_y_de_la_dependencia_para_abordar_el_envejecimiento_de_la_poblacion_junto_la_atencion_a_la_cronicidad
http://www.extremadura.com/general/hernandez_carron_defiende_la_integracion_de_los_sistemas_sanitarios_y_de_la_dependencia_para_abordar_el_envejecimiento_de_la_poblacion_junto_la_atencion_a_la_cronicidad
http://www.europapress.es/extremadura/noticia-carron-aboga-innovacion-envejecimiento-poblacional-sea-menos-costoso-posible-sistema-20140926134452.htm
http://www.europapress.es/extremadura/noticia-carron-aboga-innovacion-envejecimiento-poblacional-sea-menos-costoso-posible-sistema-20140926134452.htm
http://www.abc.es/agencias/noticia.asp?noticia=1678241
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"Review of the balance of competences/the EU framework 

on vocational training" 
 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Forum on the importance of vocational training 

 

Organisers: Fundacion Galicia Europa and Galicia Regional Government 

 

Chair:  Mr Santiago Álvarez González, Deputy General Director of Foreign and EU Affairs, Galician 

Regional Government. 

 

Speakers:   Mr Santiago Alvarez, head of EU Affairs. Galician Government  

 Eures Councillor in Lugo  

 Leonardo da Vici ex-stagiaire 

 Leroy Merlin Manager 

 

Outline: 

 

The Seminar focused on the Erasmus+ programme, which aims to boost skills and employability, as well as 

modernising education, training, and youth work. The seven year programme has a budget of €14.7 billion. 

Erasmus+ provides opportunities for over 4 million Europeans to study, train, gain work experience and 

volunteer abroad. Also, Erasmus+ supports transnational partnerships among education, training, and youth 

institutions and organisations to foster cooperation and bridge the worlds of education and work in order to 

tackle the skills gaps we are facing in Europe. 

The seminar focused on the importance of Erasmus + for vocational training students and on how Erasmus + 

can best support and sustain small firms to achieve their growth ambitions in a range of national and 

regional settings.  

The key principles are the need for partnership, for regionalised delivery and the potential value of holistic 

support for sustained growth.  

 

The workshop showcased good practice and involved academics, HR managers and students, as well as the 

beneficiary of a Leonardo internship last year. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

With almost 6 million jobless young people in the EU, policymakers are under pressure to find solutions to 

combat high youth unemployment. This was the aim of this seminar: trying to come up with a few solutions.  

 

 

Galicia (Europe of Traditions - Linking through itineraries) 

Lugo 

18 November 2014 
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"Europe in my region: clusters and business cooperation, the 

alternative future for the food and agriculture sector" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Workshop 

 

Organisers: Delegation of Employment and Provincial Development of the Diputación Provincial de 

Granada (Granada Provincial Council) 

 

Chair:  María Merinda Sádaba Terribas, Delegate Deputy of Employment and Provincial 

Development of the Provincial Council of Granada 

 

Speakers: Fernando Delgado Ayén, Mayor of Huétor Tájar.  

 Ms Dª Mª Merinda Sádaba Terribas, Delegate - Deputy of Employment and Provincial 

Development of the Provincial Council of Granada. 

 Ms Mª Antonia Cobacho Vargas, Head of International Relations Department, Agency of 

Agrarian and Fishing Management of the Regional Ministry of Agriculture, Fishing and Rural 

Development of Andalusia.  

 Mr Alejandro Rodríguez Merino, Managing Director of CITAGRO (Centre of Innovation and 

Technology of Food and Agriculture Sector), Group IAT (Andalusia Institute of Technology) 

 Mr Francesco Cellini, Director of Metapontum Research Centre of Alsia (Lucanian Agency 

for Development and Innovation of Agriculture), Matera – Italy 

 Ms Myriam Prieto Labra, Head of European Projects Office, Delegation of Employment and 

Provincial Development of the Provincial Council of Granada.  

 Mr Ignacio Saiz Castillejo, Gourmet, AyF Culinaria 

 

Outline: 

 

The event is part of the theme “Connecting regional strategies”, focusing on support to SMEs, and 

“Territorial cooperation”, as its approach derives from transnational cooperation in an INTERREG project.  

A one-day workshop geared to the food and agriculture sector was held. The welcome was given by the 

mayor of Huétor Tájar and the Delegate Deputy of Employment and Provincial Development of the Provincial 

Council of Granada. The workshop showed possibilities to transfer the experience of the cluster BIOGREEN of 

the Basilicata region (Italy) to agriculture – the food cluster of the Granada Province Western area, which is 

currently being created. The strategic plan of the Granada cluster was also presented. Italian experts set out 

their vision for this. Therefore it was a transnational exchange of experiences that also served as a debate 

and networking session for the food industry, so that the workshop had a participative character. 

Transferring the Italian experience served also as an example of how the European territorial cooperation 

programmes and the EU contribute to growth and jobs at local level.  

Opportunities offered by the EU to the food and agriculture sector for funding and transnational learning in 

the period 2014 – 2020 were presented.  

Diputacíón de Granada (Regions of Food) 

Huétor Tájar – Granada 

29 October 2014 
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The workshop was brought to a close with a cooking demonstration using local products from the Western 

area of Granada Province, showing the possibilities of gastronomic innovation from traditional products. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Promoting business collaboration and innovation in the food and agriculture sector through clusters 

improves competitiveness, market access and the added value of companies. Basic principles for creating a 

cluster are: start from needs of companies, efficient use of resources and consensus of all stakeholders. 

It is necessary to link clusters to innovation and technology centres. These need to be at the service of 

business demands. A key step towards innovation, and the most important weakness of R&D, is to exploit 

research results wherever they have been produced. 

Biotechnology, especially agricultural biotechnology, is one of the pillars of the development of the 

European bio-economy. The smart use of bio-resources can indeed generate new opportunities for industry 

and agriculture, particularly for SMEs. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Up to now, there was a linear model, in which the research is the first step and its results are later 
transferred to market. Currently the goal is working in network: businesses also decide what is necessary to 
research”. 

Ms Antonia Cobacho, Head of International Relations Department, Agency of Agrarian and Fishing 

Management of the Regional Ministry of Agriculture, Fishing and Rural Development of Andalusia 

 

More information: 

 

The workshop in the press media  

http://loja.ideal.es/actualidad/2827-huetor-tajar.html 

http://www.radiogranada.es/2014/10/29/europa-una-oportunidad-para-el-campo/ 

 

The event in social networks 

https://twitter.com/HoyCk/status/528155162615894019 

https://twitter.com/coambaoficial/status/526424306637864961 

 

Previous information on the workshop 

http://www.granadaempresas.es/taller-europa-en-mi-region-cooperacion-empresarial-y-clusters-la-
alternativa-de-futuro-para-el-sector-agroalimentario/agenda/6649.html 

http://www.dipgra.es/amplia-actualidad/inicio/un-taller-acerca-empresas-agroalimentarias-granadinas-
oportunidades-financiacion-union-europea-periodo-20142020 

http://redesgranadaempleo.es/taller-europa-en-mi-region-cooperacion-empresarial-y-clusters-alternativa-

de-futuro-para-el-sector-agroalimentario/ 

 

 

http://loja.ideal.es/actualidad/2827-huetor-tajar.html
http://www.radiogranada.es/2014/10/29/europa-una-oportunidad-para-el-campo/
https://twitter.com/HoyCk/status/528155162615894019
https://twitter.com/coambaoficial/status/526424306637864961
http://www.granadaempresas.es/taller-europa-en-mi-region-cooperacion-empresarial-y-clusters-la-alternativa-de-futuro-para-el-sector-agroalimentario/agenda/6649.html
http://www.granadaempresas.es/taller-europa-en-mi-region-cooperacion-empresarial-y-clusters-la-alternativa-de-futuro-para-el-sector-agroalimentario/agenda/6649.html
http://www.dipgra.es/amplia-actualidad/inicio/un-taller-acerca-empresas-agroalimentarias-granadinas-oportunidades-financiacion-union-europea-periodo-20142020
http://www.dipgra.es/amplia-actualidad/inicio/un-taller-acerca-empresas-agroalimentarias-granadinas-oportunidades-financiacion-union-europea-periodo-20142020
http://redesgranadaempleo.es/taller-europa-en-mi-region-cooperacion-empresarial-y-clusters-alternativa-de-futuro-para-el-sector-agroalimentario/
http://redesgranadaempleo.es/taller-europa-en-mi-region-cooperacion-empresarial-y-clusters-alternativa-de-futuro-para-el-sector-agroalimentario/
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"Opportunities for job creation and growth –  

Facing the challenge of demographic change" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Press Conference about the OPEN DAYS and the participation of the Region of Murcia in 

the framework of this event 

 

Organisers: D.G. Public Participation, European Union and External Affairs (Regional Ministry of the 

Presidency and Employment), the Regional Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, and 

Murcia’s Regional Development Agency (INFO) 

 

Chair:  Manuel Pleguezuelo, Director General Public Participation, European Union and External 

Affairs, Region of Murcia 

 

Speakers:   Manuel Pleguezuelo, Public Participation, European Union and External Affairs 

Department, Region of Murcia 

 Reyes Samper, Director of the Regional Development Agency (INFO). Region of Murcia 

 Enrique Pérez, Health and Social Affairs Department, Region of Murcia 

 

Outline: 

 

Press conference prior to the OPEN DAYS week aimed to inform the audience of the regional participation in 

the different workshops and seminars for this year. Firstly, the General Director of Public Participation, 

European Union and External Affairs explained the background of the Open Days and the importance for the 

region, the theme of the 2014 edition, and the state of play regarding the broad participation of the region 

of Murcia for this new edition. Furthermore, the representative of the regional health policy department 

showed the two projects with regional participation in the health sector that were presented during the 

workshop organised by the official consortium titled "Opportunities for job creation and growth- Facing the 

challenge of demographic change". Moreover, during this seminar the Murcia regional strategies and best 

practices for the promotion of employment in the field of active aging and healthy were presented. 

Finally, the director of the regional development agency had the opportunity to inform the audience about 

their participation in the several events organised in the framework of the Open Days 2014. Firstly, the 

director highlighted the workshop organised by the Committee of the Regions under the award European 

Entrepreneurial Region (Murcia received this award in the 2011 edition). This year the good practice 

presented by the Region of Murcia was the "Entrepreneur Municipality" initiative. The second event was a 

seminar organised by the European Commission Directorate General for Communications Networks, Content 

and Technology, where the INFO had the opportunity to present the ICT innovation voucher initiative. 

 

Region of Murcia (Regions for demographic change) 

Murcia 

1 October 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

The OPEN DAYS 2014 have been widely promoted in the Murcia Region through this event where the main 

regional media participated. 

 

More information: 

 

www.carmeuropa.es  

www.facebook.com/EuropeDirectRM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/EuropeDirectRM
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"Cooperation in border regions through clusters and innovation" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Circus performances from French and Spanish companies will show the benefits of 

cooperation between regions. 

 

Organisers: Government of Navarre – Comunidad de Trabajo de los Pirineos (CTP) 

 

Chair:  Mrs. Mª Jesús Valdemoros, Government of Navarre 

 Mrs. Cristina Prat, Secretariat CTP 

 

Outline: 

 

The local event focussed on the importance of interregional cooperation, symbolized through the 

relationship among the regions along the French-Spanish border. 

 

POCTEFA is the cooperation programme aimed at strengthening economic and social integration of the 

border area between Spain and France. For the next Programming Period 2014-2020, one of the thematic 

objectives will be “Strengthening research, technological development and innovation” (TO 1) with a special 

focus on “Support to innovative clusters, cooperation between research institutions and centres of 

competence in different MS”. 21% of the 2014-2020 Period funds will be assigned to the TO “strengthening 

research, technological development and innovation”. 

 

Our event was held on the occasion of the European Cooperation Day 2014 with the collaboration of the 

projects ‘Pyrénées de Cirque’ and ‘Circ-que-O!’ that involve circus companies from Spain and France. 

 

Circus performances showed the benefits of interregional cooperation. During the local event, French and 

Spanish regions looked for synergies among the regional stakeholders and presented opportunities for future 

cooperation. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The aim of our local event was to show in an innovative way, through the art and the circus, the benefits of 

European cooperation for the regions concerned as well as for their inhabitants. 

 

Navarre (Clusters for Regional growth) 

Jaca 

22 September 2014 
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Quote:  

 

“This show has demonstrated, through the art of the circus, that frontiers are not an obstacle anymore for 

European citizens”. 

 

More information: 

 

http://blogpin.navarra.es/index.php/un-espectaculo-de-circo-para-celebrar-el-dia-de-la-cooperacion-

europea 

http://www.ctp.org/actualidad.php?Id=2232 

https://storify.com/CTPPOCTEFA/dia-de-la-cooperacion-europea-journee-de-la-cooper 

www.facebook.com/ctppoctefa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://blogpin.navarra.es/index.php/un-espectaculo-de-circo-para-celebrar-el-dia-de-la-cooperacion-europea
http://blogpin.navarra.es/index.php/un-espectaculo-de-circo-para-celebrar-el-dia-de-la-cooperacion-europea
http://www.ctp.org/actualidad.php?Id=2232
https://storify.com/CTPPOCTEFA/dia-de-la-cooperacion-europea-journee-de-la-cooper
http://www.facebook.com/ctppoctefa
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"Encourage to undertake!" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Seminars and meetings 

 

Organisers: Seville City Council, Business Promotion and Training Service 

 

Chair:  Alicia Dominguez, Municipality of Sevilla 

 

Speakers:   Technical personnel of the Business Promotion Service and Employment Agency of Sevilla 

 Young entrepreneurs lodged at the Centre of Advanced Resources CREA of the Council of 

Seville, participants of the programme “Seville Emprendedora” 

 

Outline: 

 

Encouraging entreprenership: managerial awareness aimed at stimulating the aptitude for enterprise in the 

educational field, promoting self employment and entrepreneurship. 

Seville City Council is carrying out a programme with this aim. The student body of average, top degree, 

graduate and professional qualification programmes takes part in self-employment awareness days and 

managerial awareness workshops. Coinciding with the Open Day 2014 our goal is to inform the young 

people of our municipality of the European Union bodies that work to improve issues such as their future 

incorporation in the labour market, as well as their possible participation in local democracy. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Our participation in the European programme on “youth” participation in local democracy (Tackling young 

people´s welfare in Europe) has allowed us to discover the experiences and good practices of other 

countries in relation to the problem we are dealing with and has allowed us to formulate in turn a diagnosis 

of the situation of young graduates, a diagnosis that has led us to draw up an action plan that we started in 

September. We discussed the first steps and the state of play during awareness days. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Young and unemployed people are a resource that is underestimated by our society and our governments”  

 

More information: 

 

www.sevilla.org 

 

 

 

City of Seville (Local Urban Development European Network) 

Sevilla 

12-13 October 2014 

http://www.sevilla.org/
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"Growing closer through films" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Film Exhibition Festival 

 

Organisers: Regional Government of Valencia through the following entities: 

 Filmoteca de Valencia Cultur-Arts IVAC - coordination of the cultural policies of the Valencian 
Government in the cinematographic areas 

 Conselleria de hacienda y administracion publica - Regional Ministry for Economic Affairs and 
Public Administration 

 Conselleria de educacion, cultura y deporte – Regional Ministry for Education, Culture and 
Sport 

 

Chair:  Juan Carlos Moragues, Regional Minister for Economic Affairs 

 

Speakers:   Juan Carlos Moragues, Regional Minister for Economic Affairs 

 Juan Viesca, General Director of the European Funds and Projects 

 José Luis Moreno, Director of CulturArts-IVAC 

 

Outline: 

 

On the occasion of the European Cooperation Day 2014, Valencia hosted a film exhibition from 16 to 21 

September 2014. This Film Festival aimed at portraying the achievements and results of cooperation 

between European regions.  

Seven selected movies showcased the different facets of cooperation between regions, ranging from 

intercultural communication, migration, overcoming borders - to the challenges faced in the Mediterranean. 

Sometimes the complexity of European cooperation programmes make it difficult to transfer to society the 

main results obtained by the initiatives undertaken by the different regions working together. Therefore, the 

aim of the event was to show —through film projections— the important role played by transnational and 

interregional cooperation in reducing obstacles and economic disparities within European regions, as well as 

its role promoting cultural understanding. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The personalities from the world of culture and cinema, the public authorities and the citizens who attended 

the event were really satisfied with the film exhibition festival. 

 

Quote: 

 

“This Film Exhibition Festival highlights the importance of neighbourhood and intercultural communication 

between European countries, an essential issue for further progress in the European integration process, as 

it is also sharing experiences that will strengthen us all”. 

Region of Valencia (Regions for demographic change) 

Valencia 

16-20 September 2014 
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"European Funds for Business Development in La Rioja 2014-2020” 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Info day presentations 

 

Organisers: Federación de Empresarios de La Rioja in collaboration with the Regional Government 

 

Chair:  D. Jaime García Calzada, President of Employers’ Federation of La Rioja (FER). 

 D. Emilio del Río, Regional Minister of the Presidency and Justice. Government of La Rioja.  

 Dña. Concepción Arruga, Regional Minister of Public Administration and Finances, 

Government of La Rioja 

 

Speakers:   Jesús Francisco Rojas. General Director for Planning, Programming and Budget Control. 

Government of La Rioja.  

 Rebeca Fernández, Upper Technician. Office for Budgetary Control. Government of La 

Rioja.  

 Angel Adell, General Director of Euradia  

 Javier Gómez, Financial Manager of Avanzare.  

 Esperanza Tomás, Head of Research and Development. Bodegas RODA. 

 

Outline: 

 

La Rioja’s local event focussed on how European FEDER Funds will contribute to the business and regional 

development in the new period 2014-2020: The first presentation presented the state of play of the 

Operative programme FEDER for La Rioja, their priorities, specific objectives and key lines of actions.  The 

second presentation offered an updated view about the key lines and working areas of the programmes for 

co-operation from FEDER: especially INTERREG, the main objective of which is to improve European 

cooperation and business development.  

The HORIZON 2020 programme was also presented, as a key tool from the European Commission, to support 

SMEs in their investments in RTD and innovation to improve their competitiveness.  

The event showed some examples of projects and initiatives implemented in the last period thanks to 

European funds for Regional Development and VII FP. Two companies: Bodegas RODA (Winery) and 

Avanzare (Nanotechnology) spoke about their experience.  

The event, organised in collaboration with the Europe Direct network in La Rioja and La Rioja Government, 

was aimed at businessmen and companies, business associations’ representatives, other social partners, 

local authorities, the regional development agency, university and Technological Centres. There was a 

presentation to the media prior to the conference. 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association 

organising a local event 

 
Employers’ Federation of La Rioja (FER) 
 

Logroño 

29 October 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

There are some European priorities that run parallel to the Regional Strategy for growth:  Research and 

Development, ICT, low-carbon economy and SMEs.  

The key to future regional and business development is a focus on innovation, the market and SMEs. 
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"Mons 2015 on tour" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Press conference and presentation of Mons 2015 programme 

 

Organisers: Mons 2015 Foundation, WBT 

 

Speakers:   Edwin Becker- Head of exhibitions of Van Gogh Museum 

 Charles Mooij – Noord Brabants museum manager 

 Lies Boelrijk – Assistant manager of Krölle-Müller Museum 

 Marie Noble - Artistic commissioner of the Foundation Mons 2015 

 Caroline Kadziola – International and protocol Manager Mons 2015 

 

Outline:  

 

Mons, a little city in Wallonia, will become the European capital of Culture in 2015. It is a great opportunity 

for all the region to develop its economy.  The city is going to undergo a total transformation. 

 

In order to present its programme, Mons 2015 held a big press conference on 7th of October 2014 in Mons. 

After this event, a “Mons 2015 tour” began in some target cities in Europe to present to the press, tour 

operators and people interested in culture the programme of the year.  

 

The year 2015 will be divided into four big seasons with more than 300 events and 1000 cultural activities in 

Mons, its region but also in its partner cities and institutions. 

 

In Madrid, Mons 2015 shared the press conference with “Van Gogh Year: 125 Years of Inspiration” and 

focused on its Van Gogh exhibition. Indeed, the Van Gogh exhibition “Van Gogh in the Borinage, birth of a 

genius” which is the major exhibition in the programme Mons 2015, will be part of exhibitions in 2015 

marking 125 years since Van Gogh’s death. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The Mons 2015 on tour was an opportunity for the event and the city of Mons to reach an international 

audience and to become more widely known, with a view to increasing the tourist flow over the next year. 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126104847@N05/ 

http://www.mons2015.eu/ 

http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo 

Mons 2015 Foundation 

Madrid 

28 November 2014 

 

 

East Sweden 

Region (Regions 

for Smart 

Cooperation) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126104847@N05/
http://www.mons2015.eu/
http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo
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SWEDEN 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

East Sweden Region Linköping 

Gothenburg Gothenburg 

Malmö Malmö 

County of Norrbotten local event cancelled 

Region Skåne Malmö 

City of Umeå Umeå 

County of Uppsala Halmstad 

Region Värmland Karlstad 

Region Västra Götaland Fyrbodal 

 Halland 

 Sjuhärad 

 Skaraborg 

 Gothenburg 

 

 

Nine local events were planned to be organised by the regional partners. 

 

Malmö had planned to organise a workshop on the Future of Structural 

funds implementation in Malmö. The County of Uppsala had planned a 

press conference on 15 September on "Experiences from Patient 

Engagement in Sweden" and the Region Värmland had foreseen a 

conference on 1 October on "Värmland and EU funding 2014-2020".  

 

The reports of East Sweden, Gothenburg, Region Skåne, the City of 

Umeå and the Region Västra Götaland are enclosed. 
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"Business development through Smart Logistic" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Workshop and seminars 

 

Organisers: Vreta Kluster, East Sweden Business Region, Tillväxtverket, Regionförbundet Östsam 

 

Chair:  Mrs. Helene Oscarsson, Cluster Coordinator 

 

Speakers:   Thomas Palmér, Östgöta Trädgårdshall 

 Sebastian Asklöv, Saxion 

 Louise Alenbrant, Östgötamat 

 Uno Wennergern, Liköping University 

 Thomas Lyck, Hälsingestintan 

 PO Post, Logistikkonsult 

 Petra Hamarstedt, Qlean Scandinavia 

 

Outline: 

 

Along the farm to consumer chain, logistics is a very important factor for a company's profitability. Smart, 

innovative solutions within the logistics area can save costs and create new business opportunities. 

 

In this seminar, we want to provide inspiration through a number of concrete examples of both 

entrepreneurs and researchers who talk about their area of research, companies and businesses. 

 

We see this as an initial motivational meeting and intend during 2015 to follow up with activities to 

contribute to concrete business development for interested companies and the industry at large. 

 

The Region of East Sweden focuses, through Smart Specialisation, on Logistics among other things. All 

activities to foster innovation and entrepreneurship are addressed not only at one of the Smart 

Specialisation areas, but seek to mix them in new and fruitful combinations. 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.vretakluster.se 

http://vecka45.se/program/?date=2&view=0 

 

 

 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

East Sweden Region (Regions for Smart Cooperation) 

Linköping 

6 November 2014 

http://www.vretakluster.se/
http://vecka45.se/program/?date=2&view=0
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"Differences in living conditions and health in Gothenburg and Europe" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  EU Breakfast Debate 

 

Organisers: The City of Gothenburg, International Office 

 

Chair:  Marie Svensson, EU development manager, Moderator 

 

Speakers:   Åsa Lundquist, author of the report „Differences in living conditions and health” 

 Anna Byström, Administration for allocation of social welfare 

 Micael Nord, Head of West Sweden region, European Social Fund 

 Åsa Callesen, Head of Unit within Welfare Allowance 

 Sara Azzazi, Head of Children to single mothers project, Fryshuset 

 

Outline: 

 

This local event will take the form of an EU dialogue breakfast meeting. The theme will cover the issue of 

differences in living conditions and health from a European perspective. 

While many people in Gothenburg have improved their living conditions there are increasing gaps between 

groups and parts of the city, as shown in the report „Differences in living conditions and health” from the 

Administration for allocation of social welfare. The report is included in the city’s work priorities for social 

sustainability.  

The EU countries have also jointly set goals related to living conditions in Europe. The new EU programmes 

and funding of projects is one of the tools for achieving these goals. These issues were highlighted during the 

Open Days and we are now following up with an EU breakfast meeting on the same theme. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The differences in living conditions and health are increasing in Gothenburg and it is time to take action. By 

focusing on structural and overarching conditions for better health and living conditions change can be 

made within a generation. Preventive work through interaction and cooperation is the key to success and 

that applies both in the city and towards the EU. 

 

Quote: 

 

“The change must start within ourselves” 

Gothenburg (Cities, Provinces and regions heading for 2020) 

Gothenburg 

11 December 2014 
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More information: 

 

City of Gothenburg 

Report from the Administration for allocation of social welfare 

 

 

http://goteborg.se/wps/portal/invanare/kommun-o-politik/internationellt-samarbete/!ut/p/b1/jYvRCoIwFEC_pR_w3u3mvHvchHRhhoGRe5EVIYLTl6jfzz4g6rwdOAc8dMSsdaoJLuDn8ByH8BiXOUwf96pvBTZshUFsDxZdnZ2ty4_CabEG3RrkhSm3WYXIVZGiM2V70g0RGvrvxy8Y_PXvwY_XmLxuMcGEJSmpBDFqyYIZ6nKJd4h-2vFgNm8MyeOv/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.socialhallbarhet.se/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Delrapport2014.pdf
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"Green growth – what is it?" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Panel discussion 

 

Organisers: Region Skåne 

 

Chair:  Mätta Ivarsson, Deputy Governor Region Skåne 

 

Speakers:   Anders Wijkman, former MEP, Co-President of Club of Rome and a Councillor of the World 

Future Council 

 Rebecca Elliot, Project Advisor STRING 

 Fredrik NG Andersson, Phd, Lund University  

 Johanna Giorgi, strategist sustainable growth, Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional 

Growth - Tillväxtverket 

 Erik Lindroth, Environment Director Tetra Pak 
 

Outline: 
 

The Skåne region has recently adopted a new strategy for regional development as well as a strategy for 

green growth as part of the STRING partnership. These have also a close connection to the regional smart 

specialization strategies. Growth is a main theme for Skåne’s development but how can we keep economic 

growth while reaching social and environmental targets? How can a region be strengthened by greening its 

economy?  

The theme for this seminar was to highlight examples of green growth, on a regional as well as global scale. 

How can it be achieved, and how can it be measured? With perspectives from policy making, economy, 

businesses and government agencies the seminar discussed these difficult but important questions.  

Today we are discussing how to achieve and measure sustainable development and how it is connected to 

economic growth, and that, sometimes, growth can be un-economic. Local governments and companies can 

make environmental concern a good business case. Terms like circular economy and social values will be an 

increasingly important part of our societies. 
 

Conclusions:   
 

Economic growth and GDP is no longer a sufficient measure of development as it does not take the natural 

capital or social aspects into account. Growth can even be un-economic if it for example causes permanent 

damage to ecosystems. We need good and accepted ways to measure and monitor sustainable 

development. But there is also great business potential in greening the economy, as we saw from examples 

during the seminar. 
 

Quote: 
 

“Social sustainability must be the goal, within the planetary boundaries using the economy as a tool” 

 

Region Skåne (Green Growth consortium) 

Malmö 

28 November 2014 
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"International examples of culture-driven growth" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Seminar with presentation of a study 

 

Organisers: Municipality of Umeå and PwC 

 

Chair:  Olle Nilsson, PwC 

 

Speakers:   Fredrik Lindgren, Artistic director of Umeå2014 

 Anna Olofsson, Marketing director of Municipality of Umeå 

 Katrin Sten, Umeå University 

 Olle Nilsson, PwC 

 

Outline: 

 

Olle Nilsson from PwC gave a presentation about the results of their survey on culture-driven growth. 

Requested by the municipality, PwC looked into and carried out a comparison of 5 cities according to 

Umeå2014’s Empowerment goals. The cities are: Antwerp, Bilbao, Newcastle, Stavanger and Wellington. 

After the presentation a panel discussion was held. The panel discussed the results from PwC and how 

Umeå municipality and the citizens of Umeå should take care of and carry on the legacy of the Capital of 

Culture year. 

 

More information: 

 

http://umea2014.se/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Culture-driven-growth-city-

comparison_140919_final.pdf 

 

 

City of Umeå (European Capitals of Culture Network) 

Umeå 

22 September 2014 

http://umea2014.se/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Culture-driven-growth-city-comparison_140919_final.pdf
http://umea2014.se/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Culture-driven-growth-city-comparison_140919_final.pdf
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"The new EU programmes (ERDF, ESF, EAFRD, EMFF)" 

 

 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Information sessions to present the new programmes 

 

Organisers: Boråsregionens kommunalförbund, Fyrbodals kommunalförbund, Göteborgsregionens 

kommunalförbund, Skaraborgs kommunalförbund, Svenska ESF-rådet, Tillväxtverket, 

Länsstyrelsen i Västra Götalands län och Västra Götalandsregionen. 

 

Chair:  Region Västra Götaland 

 

Speakers:   Sverker Berglund, Region Västra Götaland 

 Helena Gidlöf, SKL 

 Karin Landh, European Commission in Sweden 

 Helena Starfält, Tillväxtverket 

 Micael Nord, Svenska ESF-rådet 

 Hans-Åke Perssson, Region Västra Götaland 

 Mirja Hjers, Länstyrelsen i Västra Götaland 

 

Outline: 

 

The new European structural fund period gives us important tools in order to reach the goals set in EU2020 

and VG2020, our regional development strategy. All across Europe the programmes are starting and we 

wanted to reach all interested stakeholders in Västra Götaland to give them opportunities to participate in 

the programmes and to see the links between them. By organising the four seminars in different locations 

together with local government partners, we could reach out to many.  In order to achieve synergies 

between the funds the authorities responsible for the social, the regional and the agricultural and fisheries 

fund were also organising partners. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The broad participation at these four seminars confirms the interest and engagement in the programmes 

amongst stakeholders in Västra Götaland. Many great project ideas were discussed during the seminars 

which point to a good start for the new European structural fund period. 

 

Region Västra Götaland (Green Growth consortium) 

Fyrbodal 1 Oct 2014 

Sjuhärad 15 Oct 2014 

Skaraborg 17 Oct 2014 

Gothenburg 23 Oct 2014 
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More information: 

 

Video from information session in Gothenburg, Oct 23: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL74e7DINYtmcnEsUERQe1wqIZRO7tRcv9 

 

Link to more information about each event including audio visual materials shown at each session: 

http://www.vgregion.se/euprogram2014 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL74e7DINYtmcnEsUERQe1wqIZRO7tRcv9
http://www.vgregion.se/euprogram2014
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THE NETHERLANDS 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Drenthe Coevorden 

Province of Fryslan (joint event with the City of Leeuwarden) Leeuwarden 

Gelderland/Overijssel No local event organised 

City of Leeuwarden (joint event with the Province of Fryslan) Leeuwarden 

Province of Limburg (joint event with German-speaking community BE) Aachen (DE) 

City of Maastricht Local event cancelled 

Midden-Noord-Brabant Eindhoven 

Noord-Brabant Maastricht 

Northern Netherlands Provinces Groningen 

South East of Brabant Eindhoven 

Twente Region Hengelo 

Zeeland Middelburg 

 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event 

Mons 2015 Foundation Amsterdam 

 

 

 

Twelve local events were planned to be organised by the regional 

partners. One independent partner also organised a local event. 

 

Noord-Brabant had planned to organise a kick-off conference on the 

"New funding period 2014-2020 in South-Netherlands – Smart 

Specialisation Strategy, accelerator for new industries". Twente Region 

had foreseen a conference on "Connecting regional strategies: why, how 

and with whom?" end of October. 

 

The reports of Drenthe, Province of Fryslan, City of Leeuwarden, 

Province of Limburg, Midden-Noord-Brabant, Northern Netherlands 

Provinces, South East of Brabant, Zeeland and Mons 2015 Foundation 

are enclosed. 
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"Speed dating - event on Volunteering" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Speed dating - event on Volunteering 

 

Organisers: Gemeente Coevorden and Europe Direct Drenthe 

 

Chair:  Mr. Arno van der Heyden 

 

Speakers:   Mr. Bert Bouwmeester, Mayor of Coevorden, Member of the Project Political Board (PPB) 

of INTERREG IVC project VERSO 

 Mr. Arno van der Heyden, Entertainer 

 Mr. Jaap de Haan, Director of De Nieuwe Veste Secondary School 

 Mr. Maarten Verheijen, teacher History and Sociology 

 25 volunteers 

 

Outline: 

 

Volunteering is deemed to be an important element of the liveability of a predominantly rural area such as 

Coevorden.  The need for more volunteer work is increasing, as Dutch governments no longer have the 

means to organise all kinds of activities and care in the way that they used to.  On the other hand, peripheral 

areas such as Coevorden are also presented with huge challenges in the field of employment and building 

capacity among their own citizens to be resilient against all kinds of changes in the labour market.  These key 

citizen skills are considered important by local inhabitants, too; this was demonstrated during a recent tour 

investigating all the volunteer work in the local area. 

 

On this theme, the local Europe Direct and the local authority of Coevorden decided to organise an event 

dedicated to the knowledge transfer between established volunteers and young students.  In this manner, 

student can learn and get an idea about what it is like to be a volunteer, and how they could benefit from it 

themselves.  They might also become interested in suitable EU instruments such as the European Volunteer 

Service or any of the EU funding instruments in the field of education such as Erasmus+. 

 

As can be seen from the pictures, the event was a resounding success.  There was a lot of animated 

discussion, and the students all received a certificate for their efforts.  The four best students (evaluated by 

the volunteers, based on the interest and type of questions asked) were awarded a two-day trip to Brussels 

with the Mayor of Coevorden. 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Drenthe (VERSO - Volunteers for European Employment) 

Coevorden 

24 November 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

In order to promote volunteering, it is important to be exposed to volunteering at an early age.  Also, 

volunteering can add beneficial citizen skills and increase job opportunities.  The instruments from the EU 

such as the European Voluntary Service and also educational programmes such as Erasmus+ offer a real 

added value and should be used where appropriate. 

 

Quote: 

 

“I didn’t know that fun and learning could be so closely related - volunteering is great!” 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.coevordenhuisaanhuis.nl/nieuws/coevorden/358496/beste-speeddaters-naar-brussel.html 

http://www.coevorden.nl/nieuws/nieuwsberichten/item/archive/2014/11/article/leerlingen-de-nieuwe-

veste-speeddaten-met-vrijwilligers-11444.html 

 

 

 

 

http://www.coevordenhuisaanhuis.nl/nieuws/coevorden/358496/beste-speeddaters-naar-brussel.html
http://www.coevorden.nl/nieuws/nieuwsberichten/item/archive/2014/11/article/leerlingen-de-nieuwe-veste-speeddaten-met-vrijwilligers-11444.html
http://www.coevorden.nl/nieuws/nieuwsberichten/item/archive/2014/11/article/leerlingen-de-nieuwe-veste-speeddaten-met-vrijwilligers-11444.html
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"Innovation clusters and cross-overs" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Province of Fryslân / Wetsus, centre of excellence for sustainable watertechnology and the 

City of Leeuwarden 

 

Chair:  Simon Tijsma, programme manager sustainable innovation at Province of Fryslân 

 

Speakers:   Eric Vos, Economist; specialist in water technology and innovation at Province of Fryslân 

 Pieter de Jong, EU Liaison Officer at Wetsus, Centre of Excellence for Sustainable Water 

Technology 

 Bastiaan Blaauw, Concept developer, Web-inventor at Statuur 

 Jelle Burggraaff, International Programme Coordinator at Leeuwarden- Fryslân2018 

 Yellie Alkema, Managing Director at SYARK green concepts 

 Ann Brown, Owner at AB International Network Ltd. 

 

Outline: 

 

On October 30, the North Sea Commission, a regional network of North Sea regions -which find shared 

solutions for common challenges- met in Leeuwarden, discussing the topic of water technology.  

Simon Tijsma set the scene by mentioning that all talent leaves the province for work in bigger city areas like 

Amsterdam. This is the reason for the region to specialise in a specific area of interest, creating a unique 

research and innovation centre. The meeting took place in the Blokhuispoort: a former prison located on the 

edge of city centre. The presentations started with the choice to invest in water technology and the 

developments in the past decade, adding up to Wetsus, centre of excellence for water technology and 

WaterCampus Leeuwarden.  

This was followed by an outline of the Leeuwarden- Fryslân European Capital of Culture 2018, indicating the 

clear link between winning the European Capital of Culture title and the potential economic developments 

that this brings. Furthermore, attention was paid to the development of Watterbattle, a game developed by 

Grendel Games; a partnership between the creative sector and water technology. The meeting ended the 

next day with a visit to the Afsluitdijk, where information was given on the Blue Energy Project.   

 

Conclusions:   

 

The meeting ended on Friday with a visit to the Afsluitdijk, where information was given on the Blue Energy 

Project.   

Throughout its Cultural Programme, Leeuwarden- Fryslân 2018 will leave a legacy throughout Europe, which 

consists of innovative ideas and proven concepts that generate solutions to specific challenges.  

During the lab tour at Wetsus it became clear that a lot of national and European talent moves to 

Leeuwarden to contribute to the success of the research and innovation projects. Many PhDs also start their 

Province of Fryslan (Regions for Smart Cooperation) 

Joint event with the City of Leeuwarden (European Capitals of Culture Network) 

Leeuwarden 

30 October 2014 
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own companies. This contributes to Leeuwarden becoming the European Capital of Water Technology in 

2020. Capital of Culture offers many possibilities to link with other regions and cities throughout Europe. 

 

Quote: 

 

“I quit my job in the Randstad (Leiden) to start a PhD in Leeuwarden”. 

“I don’t think I want to be a researcher, but an entrepreneur who is carrying out research and delivering 

solutions”.  

 

More information: 

 

http://www.fryslan.nl/ 

http://www.2018.nl/ 

http://www.northseacommission.info/ 

http://www.wetsus.nl/ 

http:// http://www.watercampus.nl/ 
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"Innovation clusters and cross-overs" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Province of Fryslân / Wetsus, centre of excellence for sustainable water technology and the 

City of Leeuwarden 

 

Chair:  Simon Tijsma, programme manager, sustainable innovation at Province of Fryslân 

 

Speakers:   Eric Vos, Economist; specialist in water technology and innovation at Province of Fryslân 

 Pieter de Jong, EU Liaison Officer at Wetsus, Centre of Excellence for Sustainable Water 

Technology 

 Bastiaan Blaauw, Concept developer, Webinventor at Statuur 

 Jelle Burggraaff, International Programme Coordinator at Leeuwarden- Fryslân2018 

 Yellie Alkema, Managing Director at SYARK green concepts 

 Ann Brown, Owner at AB International Network Ltd. 

 

Outline: 

 

On October 30, the North Sea Commission, a regional network of North Sea regions -which find shared 

solutions for common challenges- met in Leeuwarden to discuss the topic of water technology.  

Simon Tijsma set the scene by mentioning that all talent leaves the province for work in bigger city areas like 

Amsterdam. This is the reason for the region to specialise in a specific area of interest, creating a unique 

research and innovation centre. The meeting took place in the Blokhuispoort: a former prison located at the 

edge of city centre. The presentations started with the choice to invest in water technology and the 

developments in the past decade, giving rise to Wetsus, centre of excellence for water technology and 

WaterCampus Leeuwarden.  

This was followed by an outline of the Leeuwarden- Fryslân European Capital of Culture 2018, indicating the 

clear link between winning the European Capital of Culture title and the potential economic developments 

that this brings. Furthermore, attention was paid to the development of Watterbattle, a game developed by 

Grendel Games; a partnership between the creative sector and water technology. The meeting ended the 

next day with a visit to the Afsluitdijk, where information was given on the Blue Energy Project.   

 

Conclusions:   

 

The meeting ended on Friday with a visit to the Afsluitdijk, where information was given on the Blue Energy 

Project.   

Throughout its Cultural Programme, Leeuwarden- Fryslân 2018 will leave a legacy throughout Europe, which 

consists of innovative ideas and proven concepts that generate solutions to specific challenges.  

During the lab tour at Wetsus it became clear that a lot of national and European talent moves to 

Leeuwarden to contribute to the success of the research and innovation projects. Many PhDs also start their 

City of Leeuwarden (European Capitals of Culture Network) 

Joint event with the Province of Fryslan (Regions for Smart Cooperation) 

Leeuwarden 

30 October 2014 
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own companies. This contributes to Leeuwarden becoming the European Capital of Water Technology in 

2020. Capital of Culture offers many possibilities to link with other regions and cities throughout Europe. 

 

Quote: 

 

“I quit my job in the Randstad (Leiden) to start a PhD in Leeuwarden”. 

“I don’t think I want to be a researcher, but an entrepreneur who is carrying out research and delivering 

solutions”.  

 

More information: 

 

http://www.fryslan.nl/ 

http://www.2018.nl/ 

http://www.northseacommission.info/ 

http://www.wetsus.nl/ 

http:// http://www.watercampus.nl/ 
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"The EMR as a business location and the future of industry in the EMR" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Euregio Meuse-Rhine in cooperation with the Industry Dialogue Region Aachen 

 

Chair:  Ms Isabelle Weykmans, Minister for Culture, Employment & Tourism, German-speaking 

Community of Belgium (DG) on behalf of the Presidency of the Euregio Meuse-Rhine 

 

Speakers:   Moderator: Ms Indra Dewitte, Het Belang van Limburg 

 Welcome speech: Mr Ulrich Schirowski, Zweckverband Region Aachen  

 Keynote presentations: 

 Dr. Rolf Kroker, IW Cologne 

 Mr Jurjen Witteveen, ING 

 Mr Dries Delissen-Jacobs, ACV 

 Mr Thibaud Delourme, DG Enterprise & Industry, European Commission 

 Panel discussion: 

 Mr Markus Werner, Otto Junker GmbH 

 Mr Yves Noël, NMC 

 Ms Kim Frencken-Kelleners, Kellpla BV 

 Mr Karel Heyndrickx, Ondernemersplatform Limburg 

 Mr Renaud Rahier, FGTB / Economic & Social Council EMR 

 Closing speech: Ms Isabelle Weykmans, Minister DG 

 

Outline: 

 

From the beginning of the coal and steel industry, the industrial sector has left its mark on the Euregio 

Meuse-Rhine (EMR) area more than any other branch of the economy. Being on the threshold of the fourth 

industrial revolution, manufacturing companies are changing – and this is also the case in the EMR: 

traditional branches of industry are under pressure, as is becoming apparent from the frequent closures, lay-

offs and takeovers. At the same time new economic branches are emerging. The conference was aimed at 

figuring out the current importance of industry for the business location EMR and its labour market. Top-

flight experts, entrepreneurs and trade unionists from Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium were invited 

to discuss the economic policy of the three countries as well as future prospects for industry in the EMR. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Manufacturing companies in the EMR have to rise to big challenges given the radical change under way.  

Investments in new products and production processes as well as skilled workers - being substantial 

partners with regard to industrial innovations - are always the key focus, with a view to staying more 

competitive. It should be noted that industry is still very important as far as value chains and jobs are 

Province of Limburg (Connecting regional strategies across borders) 

Joint event with the Province of Limburg (BE) and the German-speaking 

Community of Belgium 

Aachen 

10 December 2014 
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concerned. Industrial locations in Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands are linked to high quality 

products. The presence of numerous companies and educational institutions is one of the decisive trump 

cards of the EMR, but current cross-border cooperation leaves rooms for improvement.   

 

Quote: 

 

“There is no doubt that a sustainable industrial basis is and remains absolutely essential for the 

development of an innovative service economy. Not only do many jobs in the service sector depend on 

industry, but the latter is also an important employer for less skilled workers. “ 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.euregio-mr.com/de/aktuelles/regionalkonferenz-industrie-hat-in-der-euregio-zukunft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.euregio-mr.com/de/aktuelles/regionalkonferenz-industrie-hat-in-der-euregio-zukunft
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"Meet the members of LifetecZONe, Health Valley and 

Slimmer Leven 2020 at TU/ Eindhoven" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Networking event 

 

Organisers: LifeTecZone, Health Valley and the Cooperative Slimmer Leven 2020 

 

Speakers:   Marc Klinkhamer – Xendo 

 Michiel van Osch – Rose B.V. 

 

Outline: 

 

LifeTecZone is a network organisation for SMEs active in Life sciences and Medtech. The September meeting 

was a joint initiative of LifeTecZone, Health valley and the Cooperative Slimmer Leven 2020. The latter two 

organisations are both network organisations in healthy and active ageing and bring together a wide range 

of actors in the private, semi-public and public sectors.  

 

The network session started with a tour at the campus of the University of Technology Eindhoven. The 

programme continued with a plenary session focused on the implementation of lifetec innovations and the 

future of robotics. Thereafter various companies had the chance to present themselves during ‘table-

presentations and discussions’ and talk to possible collaboration partners. Afterwards, the participants had 

ample opportunity to network and meet new contacts. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The afternoon was well attended and very successful. The tour at the campus was very well received by the 

participants and they all thought it was of added value to actually see the great ideas and innovations 

students had come up with.  Interactive discussions took place as a result.   

 

The plenary session shed light on the difficulties encountered when willing to introduce a medical tool onto 

the market. It became clear that it is uncertain whether something is a medical tool or not: you end up in a 

tangle of guidelines and rules. One of the presenters fortunately is able to support entrepreneurs in 

introducing these tools onto the market and can therefore help to accelerate the process.  

 

During the table discussions many interesting connections were established between entrepreneurs. 

Companies presented their innovations in healthcare, from a device that reminds you when to drink to a 

chair without legs that can entirely turn around its axis. Entrepreneurs were getting inspired and went home 

with more knowledge and interesting contacts. 

Midden-Noord-Brabant (Health Cluster Europe) 

Eindhoven 

30 September 2014 
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Quote:  

 

“The healthcare market is booming!” 

 

More information: 

 

http://www.lifeteczone.nl/nl/nieuws/meet-the-members-of-lifeteczone-health-valley-en-slimmer-leven-

2020-succesvol-netwerken/ 

 

 

http://www.lifeteczone.nl/nl/nieuws/meet-the-members-of-lifeteczone-health-valley-en-slimmer-leven-2020-succesvol-netwerken/
http://www.lifeteczone.nl/nl/nieuws/meet-the-members-of-lifeteczone-health-valley-en-slimmer-leven-2020-succesvol-netwerken/
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"ScanBalt Forum 2014: the scientific and bio-economic aspects of 

the demographic change taking place in Northern Europe" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Healthy Ageing Network Northern Netherlands 

 

Chair:  John Jorritsma, King's Commissioner of the Dutch province of Friesland 

 Prof. Dr Folkert Kuipers, Dean and Vice Chairman University Medical Center Groningen 

 Dr. Wolfgang Blank, Chairman of ScanBalt 

 

Speakers:   Håkan Emsgård, Ambassador of Sweden in the Netherlands 

 Max van den Berg, King’s Commissioner of the Dutch province of Groningen 

 Prof.Dr. Sibrand Poppema, President of the University of Groningen 

 And many many more reseachers... 

 

Outline: 

 

The Healthy Ageing Network Northern Netherlands had the honour of hosting the annual ScanBalt Forum, 

which took place from 8-10 October in the University Medical Center Groningen. As an EU reference site for 

Active & Healthy Ageing, the event focused on the scientific and bio-economic aspects of the demographic 

change taking place in Northern Europe.  

Participants from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Sweden, northern 

Germany, north-western Russia and the Northern Netherlands. 

The scientists, businesspeople and politicians from the Scandinavian-Baltic health and bio-economy 

communities met up and exchanged their ideas in parallel sessions: a scientific programme, a business 

development programme and the matchmaking event of the Healthy Ageing Campus Netherlands. 

The Northern Netherland’s position on healthy ageing is confirmed once more and additionally 

strengthened by participation in several European calls. 

Overall, the ScanBalt Forum 2014 was a resounding success. Without doubt the ScanBalt regions do possess 

high-level expertise in fields such as biotechnology, medicine, and clinical research. By cooperating, the 

members can benefit from each other’s best practices, focus on scaling-up strategies and facilitate the 

implementation of innovation in order to tackle current societal challenges. 

 

 

Northern Netherlands Provinces (Advanced co-operation in 

Demographic Change) 

Groningen 

8-10 October 2014 
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"Reshaping the future of health care for the next generation 

in a consumer-driven world" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Session at World Health and Design Forum – Education and Empowerment of the 

Workforce 

 

Organisers: Health Cluster Europe 

 

Chair:  Patricia Braat, Project manager in healthcare and wellbeing 

 

Speakers:   Deirdre Beneken genaamd Kolmer, Tilburg University / The Hague University of Applied 

Sciences  

 Dorien W. Voskuil, The Hague University of Applied Sciences 

 Eveline Wouters, Fontys University of Applied Sciences 

 

Outline: 

 

In this workshop, three experts shared their knowledge and experiences on how to educate and empower 

informal carers and people of the workforce to support elderly people and people with chronic diseases 

through eHealth services and products at home. In between the presentations the participants shared their 

experiences and discussed in greater depth in small groups how this can be organised. They also addressed 

related issues such as adaptation of eHealth solutions in informal and formal care and learning skills for 

using innovative solutions in practice. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

A risk exists that practicing the profession of healthcare results in executing the profession ‘according to the 

protocol’. This is not desirable for the provision of care and the personal touch will be lost. Furthermore, a 

large proportion of informal carers are overworked. In order to prevent this it is very important that 

informal carers take time for themselves and are able to temporarily pass on their tasks to someone else. 

Another topic discussed was the implementation of health innovations in relation to healthcare education. 

eHealth and other healthcare technologies are not part of the curriculum while these technologies will 

become more and more important, and used in healthcare. Therefore, education needs to change so that 

healthcare professionals are prepared for the changes in healthcare and are able to work with new and 

innovative technologies. This will also speed up the implementation, as health care professionals are often 

the ones who introduce technologies to end-users. 

 

Quote: 

 

“We should not lose the personal touch in healthcare” 

 

South East of Brabant (Health Cluster Europe) 

Eindhoven 

22 October 2014 
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"Active and Healthy Ageing: How can Europe help us?" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Seminar 

 

Organisers: NV Economische Impuls Zeeland 

 Province of Zeeland 

 

Chair:  Arend Roos, Programme Manager Innovative Health Zeeland, Economische Impuls Zeeland 

 

Speakers:   Arend Roos, Economische Impuls Zeeland 

 Arnoud Guikema, Province of Zeeland 

 Olaf Timmermans, HZ University of Applied Sciences / University of Antwerp 

 

Outline: 

 

Each day, more Zeelandic organisations are joining forces in trying to find answers to the challenges in the 

field of healthcare and wellbeing. Demographic change and budget cuts put pressure on the public sector.  

 

This development can also be perceived as a challenge for innovators. Lots of projects and other initiatives 

aim at enabling the power of innovation and entrepreneurship so as to tackle these challenges.  

Zeeland is not the only region struggling with these topics. Cross-border cooperation and exchange of 

experiences and best-practices would be very useful for organisations in this region. Besides, it would open 

new opportunities to find funding for Zeeland initiatives. 

 

The seminar focused on European initiatives for ‘Innovation and healthy ageing’ and: 

• Informed the audience about the EU policy on active and healthy ageing 

• Communicated the learning from the Brussels Open Days-session 

• Presented several pitches with project ideas 

• Explained what EU-funding programmes are applicable for these topics 

• Ended with an exchange of project ideas and a matchmaking session 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Many projects and other initiatives focus on the deployment of innovation and entrepreneurship to find 

new answers and solutions. Fortunately this also happens in Zeeland and appealing innovation projects are 

being developed. 

 

Zeeland is however not the only region active in this field. Cross-border collaborations and exchanges of 

experiences and best-practices would therefore be of added value. Apart from that, it also provides access 

to new financing possibilities. 

 

Zeeland (Health Cluster Europe) 

Middelburg 

24 October 2014 
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During the seminar participants were challenged and inspired to participate in European projects. Concrete 

project ideas with great potential were presented and many participants were interested in joining in one 

way or another.   

 

Quote: 

 

“Europe has more to offer than you think” 

 

More information: 

 

http://santezeeland.nl/2014/10/31/presentaties-seminar-eu-subsidies/ 

 

http://santezeeland.nl/2014/10/31/presentaties-seminar-eu-subsidies/
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"Mons 2015 on tour" 

 

Territorial cooperation 

 

Type:  Press conference and presentation of Mons 2015 programme 

 

Organisers: Wallonie Bruxelles Tourisme (WBT), general delegation Fédération Wallonie Bruxelles 

(FWB) Wallonie Bruxelles international (WBI), Centre Wallonie Bruxelles international 

(CWBI) 

 

Chair:  Yves Vasseur, General commissioner of Mons 2015 

 

Speakers:   Yves Vasseur, General Commissioner 

 Sjraar van Heugten, Commissioner of Van Gogh exhibition Mons 2015 

 Philippe Reynaert, Head of cinema projects Mons 2015 

 

Outline: 

 

Mons, a little city in Wallonia, will become the European capital of Culture in 2015. It is a great opportunity 

for all the region to develop its economy.  The city is going to undergo a total transformation. 

 

In order to present its programme, Mons 2015 held a big press conference on 7th of October 2014 in Mons. 

After this event, a “Mons 2015 tour” began in some target cities in Europe to present to the press, tour 

operators and people interested in culture the programme for the year.  

 

The year 2015 will be divided into four big seasons with more than 300 events and 1000 cultural activities in 

Mons, its region but also in its partner cities and institutions. 

 

In Amsterdam, the focus was on the Van Gogh exhibition taking place from the 25th of January to 17th of 

May in the Beaux-Arts museum of Mons and the exhibition on the arrival of Vincente Minelli and Kirk 

Douglas in Mons in 1955 for the shooting of “Lust of Life”. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The Mons 2015 on tour was an opportunity for the event and the city of Mons to reach an international 

audience and to become more widely known, with a view to increasing the tourist flow over the next year. 

 

More information: 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126104847@N05/ 

http://www.mons2015.eu/ 

http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_0u2wSS3yo 

II. Independent partner – other organisation/association 

organising a local event 

 
Mons 2015 Foundation 
 

Amsterdam 

21 October 2014 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126104847@N05/
http://www.mons2015.eu/
http://pro.mons2015.eu/en/espace/press
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TURKEY 
 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Buca Municipality Izmir 

Seferihisar Municipality Seferihisar 

Silivri Municipality Silivri 
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"Affordable service delivery for the disabled" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Conference 

 

Organisers: Buca Municipality 

 

Chair:  Mr Levent Piriştina, Mayor of Buca 

 

Speakers:   Mr Levent Piriştina, Mayor of Buca 

 

Outline: 

 

Buca municipality organised a special event in conjunction with the annual International Day of People with 

Disability. The event was intended to play an important role in promoting the inclusion of people with 

disability in all aspects of life in Buca region.  

At the one-day event, the mayor, Mr Piriştina, came together with disabled people in Buca and outlined the 

current and planned services for the disabled. Mr Piriştina took a wheelchair and marched together with the 

disabled people. The major purpose of the event was to create awareness and present the municipal 

infrastructure. The mayor told participants that all of the municipal services buildings were equipped with 

features to facilitate the disabled such as audible and visible warning systems, elevators, toilets, and all of 

the necessary knobs and buttons. He also informed the audience that charging stations for disabled vehicles 

were currently in use at 10 different points in Buca. Buca TIM services were summarised, being the 

connection point between the citizens and the municipality, which has a solution desk specifically for the 

disabled. The cooperation initiatives with the Izmir Sports Club Association (İzdesk), SEV schools, municipal 

sports club, Ministry of Labour, Disability Environment Culture and Business Cooperative, etc. were also 

presented. Participants also gave their opinions on the existing requirements for the disabled and proposed 

ideas for future improvements and redevelopments. In this way, the local event brought the Open Days 

2014 back to the region, building on the theme debated in our Brussels event, concerning “affordable health 

care”.  

 

Conclusions:   

 

The local event was in line with the conclusions of the Open Days 2014 workshop entitled Affordable health 

care and economic growth through smart specialisation. The mayor, Mr Piriştina, emphasised the role of 

better service delivery with the use of an integrated approach and ICT. The event increased awareness and 

understanding of disability within the local community of Buca, and helped people with a disability to 

maximise the use of the existing infrastructure within Buca. 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Buca Municipality (EU4Health) 

Izmir 

2January 2015 
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More information: 

 

The announcement for the local event was published online on the web site of the municipality, the results 

were submitted to the citizens through social media, Twitter, Facebook, etc.  

www.buca.bel.tr 

 

Press links: 

Social media:  https://www.facebook.com/BucaBld 

https://twitter.com/BucaBld 

National newspaper:  

http://www.milliyet.com.tr/piristina-hedefimiz-engelsiz-bir-buca-izmir-yerelhaber-502424/ 

Online newspaper:  

http://www.yurtgundemi.com/piristina-hedefimiz-engelsiz-bir-buca-haberi-11502603.htm 

News agency:  

http://www.dha.com.tr/piristina-hedefimiz-engelsiz-bir-buca_816792.html 

Buca municipality webpage: 

http://www.buca.bel.tr/Haberler/258/piristina-hedefimiz-engelsiz-bir-buca--.html 

 

 

 

http://www.buca.bel.tr/
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"Decentralisation of the villages" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Workshop discussion 

 

Organisers: Seferihisar municipality 

 

Chair:  Mr Tunç Soyer, Mayor of Seferihisar 

 

Speakers:   Mr Tunç Soyer, Mayor of Seferihisar 

 Mr Sırrı Aydoğan, İzmir metropolitan municipality, deputy mayor  

 Mr Tayfun Özkaya, Ege University Department of Agriculture  

 Ms Şehrazat Mercan, Lawyer, Izmir Bar Association 

 Mr Fatih Özden, Ege University Department of Agriculture 

 

Outline: 

 

The role of sustainable agricultural production for local and regional growth is becoming increasingly 

important in Turkey with the recent law that ended the legal entity of thousands of villages. Seferihisar 

municipality has initiated and been engaged in a number of projects and activities to support local 

agricultural production. Seferihisar municipality has given priority importance to below-top local growth in 

designing the region’s economic future in order to ensure the productivity and sustainability of agricultural 

activities for boosting the region’s economy with the input of relevant players in Seferihisar and Izmir. To this 

end, the local event, which took place on 22 December 2014, primarily emphasised the cooperation 

initiatives and activities of the municipality, particularly with local stakeholders, regarding the issues of 

agricultural production and the need for decentralisation.  In this regard, the support initiatives for local 

producers, vis-a-vis large scale industrial farming and the cooperation network channels with the related 

stakeholders concerning the dissemination of a “local development model” were the issues on the agenda. 

In the one-day event, participants discussed the recent legal changes that have centralised the 

administration of the countryside and the challenges of the recent law imposed on rural communities. 

Participants proposed ideas for boosting local agriculture through sustainable, productive and environment-

friendly models. In this way, the local event brought the Open Days 2014 back to the region, building on the 

theme debated in our Brussels event concerning “local solutions”. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The local event was in line with the conclusions of the Open Days 2014 workshop entitled European 

challenges - local solutions. The mayor, Mr Soyer, emphasised the role of the participatory approach and 

decentralisation for local and regional development. The technical expert speakers delivered a brief outline 

of the challenges ahead regarding the methods, amount and productivity of local agricultural production. 

The primary audience was stakeholders in the region and attendance was high in quality and quantity. 

 

Seferihisar Municipality (European challenges - local solutions) 

Seferihisar 

22 December 2014 
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Quote: 

 

“Cooperation and decentralisation for the sustainable life of agricultural production” 

 

More information: 

 

The announcement for the local event was published online on the web site of the municipality, the results 

were submitted to the citizens through social media, Twitter, Facebook, etc.  

www.Seferihisar.bel.tr 

Press links: 

Social media:  https://www.facebook.com/shisarbel 

https://twitter.com/shisarbel 

National newspaper:  

http://www.bugun.com.tr/son-dakika/seferihisarda-16-bin-koy-mahalle--haberi/1403722 

Online newspaper:  

http://alotarim.com/index.php/editorun-sectikleri/item/209-koylerin-yerinden-yonetimi-calistayi 

http://www.haberler.com/seferihisar-da-16-bin-koy-mahalle-oldu-tarim-yuzde-6799312-haberi/ 

Seferihisar municipality webpage: 

http://seferihisar.bel.tr/tum-haberler/haberler/seferihisar-haber/tarimsal-uretimin-yasamasi-icin 
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"Urban Planning Evaluation Meeting" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Panel discussion 

 

Organisers: Silivri Municipality 

 

Chair:  Özcan Işıklar, Mayor of Silivri 

 

Speakers:   Özcan Işıklar, Mayor of Silivri 

 Mehmet Has, Deputy Mayor of Silivri  

 Süheyl Kırkıcı, Silivri City Counsellor, Head of the Planning Department at Silivri 

Municipality  

 Berrin Papila, Silivri Municipality, Head of Planning and Project Department 

 

Outline: 

 

The role of clustering and spatial design for sustainable growth is becoming increasingly important in 

current discussions on urban development strategies. Silivri municipality has initiated and been engaged in a 

number of projects and activities to create the favourable conditions for fruitful clustering. Silivri 

municipality gives the foremost importance to good governance in designing the region’s future in order to 

ensure participatory local administration for boosting the region’s economy with the input of relevant 

players in Silivri. To this end, the local event, which took place on 7 January 2015, primarily emphasised the 

cooperation initiatives and activities of the municipality, particularly with local stakeholders, regarding the 

development issues in the region. In this regard, the urban planning activities to promote sustainable 

growth in the region, cooperation network channels with the related stakeholders, joint projects with 

pertinent clusters and other organisations were the issues on the agenda.  

In the one-day event, participants discussed the existing planning requirement conditions in Silivri and 

proposed ideas for future improvements and redevelopments. In this way, the local event brought the Open 

Days 2014 back to the region, building on the theme debated in our Brussels event, concerning Innovative 

ways towards enhanced regional growth. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The local event was in line with the conclusions of the Clusters for Regional Growth Open Days 2014 

workshop entitled The Cluster approach: innovative ways towards enhanced regional competitiveness. The 

mayor, Mr Işıklar, emphasised the role of participatory planning for regional development. The technical 

expert speakers delivered a brief outline of Silivri's spatial design. The primary audience was stakeholders in 

the region and attendance was high in quality and quantity.  

 

Silivri Municipality (Clusters for Regional growth) 

Silivri 

7 January 2015 
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Quote: 

 

“Sustainable urban growth is designed and planned with a participatory approach” 

 

More information: 

 

The announcement for the local event was published online on the web site of the municipality, the results 

were submitted to the citizens through social media, Twitter, Facebook, etc.  

www.Silivri.bel.tr 

 

Social media:  https://www.facebook.com/silivribel 

https://twitter.com/silivribel  

 

Local newspaper:  

http://www.supersilivri.com/haber/isiklar-amacimiz-daha-saydam-bir-plan-sureci-3049.html 

Online newspaper: http://www.haberdar.com.tr/m/?id=32488 

http://www.gercekgundem.com/istanbul/83560/silivrinin-5000lik-plani-masaya-yatirildi 

 

Silivri municipality webpage: 

http://www.silivri.bel.tr/index.php/haber/isiklar-amacimiz-daha-saydam-bir-plan-sureci/2824 

 

 

http://www.silivri.bel.tr/
https://www.facebook.com/silivribel
http://www.supersilivri.com/haber/isiklar-amacimiz-daha-saydam-bir-plan-sureci-3049.html
http://www.haberdar.com.tr/m/?id=32488
http://www.gercekgundem.com/istanbul/83560/silivrinin-5000lik-plani-masaya-yatirildi
http://www.silivri.bel.tr/index.php/haber/isiklar-amacimiz-daha-saydam-bir-plan-sureci/2824
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UNITED KINGDOM 

 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

Birmingham no local event organised 

East of England Cambridge 

East Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire no local event organised 

City of Liverpool Liverpool 

Liverpool City Region Liverpool 

London London 

North East England Newcastle 

Northern Ireland Newton Abbey 

Scotland/Highland/Inverness Strathpeffer 

Southern England Portsmouth 

Wales Cardiff 

West Midlands no local event organised 

Yorkshire and Humber Huddersfield 

 

Thirteen local events were planned to be organised by the regional 

partners. 

 

East of England had planned a workshop in November on «EU Funding for 

Jobs and Growth». North East England had foreseen a workshop 

beginning of December on "Ageing Going Local project – bridging research 

with action". Northern Ireland had planned a workshop mid-November on 

"Opportunities for SMEs in H2020 2015" and Scotland/Highland/Inverness 

had foreseen the launch conference of "NPA Programme". Finally, 

Yorkshire and Humber did not provide any information on their event.  

 

The reports of the City of Liverpool, Liverpool City Region, London, 

Southern England and Wales are enclosed. 
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"Local European Issues" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Forum 

 

Organisers: Liverpool City Region Brussels Office and Merseytravel 

 

Chair:  Huw Jenkins, Policy Development Manager, Merseytravel 

 

Speakers:   Liverpool City Region Brussels Office, Liverpool City Council, Liverpool City Region Local 

Enterprise Partnership 

 

Outline: 

 

This was a meeting of the Liverpool City Region (LCR) Brussels Office’s Local European Issues Forum (LEIF), 

which meets once a quarter in order to: 

- Hear about key Brussels developments of local interest 

- Share information on EU-related local activities. 

 

At the September meeting discussions focused on: 

- Developments at Brussels, UK national and local levels on the European Structural and Investment Funds 

- New governance arrangements in LCR and how these would better enable the region to engage with EU 

opportunities 

- Initial work on an LCR plan for greater take-up of EU trans-national funds. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Despite considerable delays at Brussels and UK government level in approving the programming documents 

for the Structural and Investment Funds, LCR was making good progress in preparing local delivery of the 

new programmes.  Regarding trans-national funding, LCR has a good track record in uptake of the various 

funds but this could be better coordinated across the city region so as to increase impact and encourage a 

wider range of local organisations to get involved; work would begin on this in earnest over the coming 

months. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Liverpool City Region attaches great importance to EU regional and trans-national programmes and is 

working hard to increase uptake and make best use of them.” 

 

More information: 

 

www.lcrbrussels.eu 

City of Liverpool (European Capitals of Culture Network) 

Joint event with Liverpool City Region (Cities, Provinces and regions heading for 

2020) 

Liverpool 

18 September 2014 

I. Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2014 

http://www.lcrbrussels.eu/
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"Local European Issues" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Forum 

 

Organisers: Liverpool City Region Brussels Office and Merseytravel 

 

Chair:  Huw Jenkins, Policy Development Manager, Merseytravel 

 

Speakers:   Liverpool City Region Brussels Office, Liverpool City Council, Liverpool City Region Local 

Enterprise Partnership 

 

Outline: 

 

This was a meeting of the Liverpool City Region (LCR) Brussels Office’s Local European Issues Forum (LEIF), 

which meets once a quarter in order to: 

- Hear about key Brussels developments of local interest 

- Share information on EU-related local activities. 

 

At the September meeting discussions focused on: 

- Developments at Brussels, UK national and local levels on the European Structural and Investment Funds 

- New governance arrangements in LCR and how these would better enable the region to engage with EU 

opportunities 

- Initial work on an LCR plan for greater take-up of EU trans-national funds. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Despite considerable delays at Brussels and UK government level in approving the programming documents 

for the Structural and Investment Funds, LCR was making good progress in preparing local delivery of the 

new programmes.  Regarding trans-national funding, LCR has a good track record in uptake of the various 

funds but this could be better coordinated across the city region so as to increase impact and encourage a 

wider range of local organisations to get involved; work would begin on this in earnest over the coming 

months. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Liverpool City Region attaches great importance to EU regional and trans-national programmes and is 

working hard to increase uptake and make best use of them.” 

 

More information: 

 

www.lcrbrussels.eu 

Liverpool City Region (Cities, Provinces and regions heading for 2020 

Joint event with the City of Liverpool (European Capitals of Culture Network) 

Liverpool 

18 September 2014 

http://www.lcrbrussels.eu/
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"European Structural and Investment Funds in London" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Programme launch 

 

Organisers: European Programmes Unit, Greater London Authority 

 

Chair:  Jack Morris, Co-Chair of the London Enterprise Panel (LEP) Skills and Employment Working 

Group 

 

Speakers:   Jack Morris, Co-Chair of the LEP Skills & Employment Working Group 

 Victoria Eggs, Beneficiary from Innovating for Growth, Project delivered by the British 

Library 

 Danny Meaden, Mentor from the SWICTH Direction project 

 

Outline: 

 

The London Enterprise Panel and European Programmes Management Unit (EPMU) organised an event to 

celebrate London European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and European Social Fund (ESF) programme 

successes.  

 

The event celebrated programme achievements for 2007-2013, and launched the new London Enterprise 

Panel (LEP) 2014-2020 European Structural & Investment Funds Draft Strategy (ESIF) for London. 

 

To date EU programmes have assisted 14,000 London businesses to grow sustainably, 57,000 Londoners to 

gain employment and 60,000 young people move into education, employment or training. It has launched 

the Green Fund and helped build the cable car. 

 

The London LEP has been allocated £678m for the delivery of the 2014-20 20 London ESIF (doubled to 

£1.3bn once the required match funding is included), the funding will support key LEP priorities: 

 

Skills and Employment to ensure that Londoners have the skills to gain sustainable jobs. 

 

Enhancing the competitiveness of London’s small and medium sized enterprises to support SMEs to innovate 

and grow. 

 

Investing in London’s infrastructure to ensure that the capital has the underpinning technological, business 

and low carbon infrastructure to generate growth. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

The event was part of a stakeholder engagement plan ahead of the 2014-2020 programme launch. 

London (Capital Cities and Regions Network (CCRN)) 

London 

8 December 2014 
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"SELP European Congress 2014" 

 

Connecting regional strategies 

 

Type:  Congress 

 

Organisers: Southern England Local Partners (SELP) & the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence for the 

Study of a Trans-national Europe (CESTE), University of Portsmouth 

 

Chair:  Cllr Keith Mans, Deputy Leader, Hampshire County Council & Chairman of Southern 

England Local Partners 

 

Speakers:   Prof Tara Dean, Director of Research, University of Portsmouth 

 Cllr Harvey Siggs, Cabinet Member, Somerset County Council & CoR member 

 Prof Lee Miles, Karlstad University, Sweden 

 Alan Williams, Strategic Environment Manager, Hampshire County Council 

 Dr Richard Teeuw, School of Earth & Environmental Sciences, University of Portsmouth 

 Thurstan Crockett, Head of Sustainability & Environmental Policy, Brighton & Hove City 

Council 

 Prof Robin McInnes OBE, Coastal & Geotechnical Services Ltd, Isle of Wight 

 Paula MacLachlan, UK Facilitator, INTERREG VB North West Europe 

 Carolyn Reid, Deputy Programme Manager, INTERREG VA Channel Programme 

 Sharon Bowles, former MEP for South East England 

 

Outline: 

 

Following welcome speeches, there was a keynote address by Cllr Harvey Siggs, in which he presented his 

recently adopted CoR opinion on Managing risks to achieve resilience. Cllr Siggs highlighted the central role 

played by local authorities in dealing with disasters stating that they are “in the front line when disasters 

strike”. Speaking in reference to the severe flooding across Southern England last winter, Cllr Siggs added 

that prevention and preparedness, response coordination and communications, and recovery represent 

three distinct roles for local authorities and that fully addressing each of these is key to mitigating the 

devastating effects of disasters in future. Prof Lee Miles responded regarding the opportunity presented by 

flooding for smart specialisation in flood/ disaster management by stakeholders in Southern England and 

that smart, sustainable and inclusive resilience as well as growth could be a future objective for the area. A 

networking lunch was followed by two presentations on the forthcoming INTERREG Vb North West Europe 

and INTERREG Va Channel programmes.  

 

In the afternoon, former South East England MEP Sharon Bowles drew on her recent experiences as chair of 

the European Parliament’s Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee to highlight the importance of 

working with EU partners to strengthen the UK’s influence in pursuing national interests on the global stage. 

 

 

Southern England (Advanced co-operation in Demographic Change) 

Portsmouth 

9 September 2014 
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Conclusions:   

 

Local authorities play a central role in dealing with and preventing disasters, such as flooding. 

 

Quote: 

 

“Local authorities are in the front line when disasters strike” Cllr Harvey Siggs 

 

More information: 

 

Southern England Local Partners www.selp.org.uk 

Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence for the Study of a Transnational Europe (CESTE), University of Portsmouth: 

http://www.port.ac.uk/jean-monnet-centre-of-excellence-for-the-study-of-a-transnational-europe/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SELP’s European Congress plenary session speakers (from left to right): Prof. Mike Mannin, University of 

Portsmouth, Cllr Keith Mans, Hampshire County Council & Chairman of SELP; Cllr Harvey Siggs, Somerset 

County Council & CoR; Prof. Robin McInnes OBE; Dr Richard Teeuw, University of Portsmouth; Thurstan 

Crockett, Brighton & Hove City Council; Alan Williams, Hampshire County Council 

 

 

http://www.selp.org.uk/
http://www.port.ac.uk/jean-monnet-centre-of-excellence-for-the-study-of-a-transnational-europe/
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"Ageing Well in Wales" 

 

Building capacity 

 

Type:  Programme Launch 

 

Organisers: Older People’s Commissioner for Wales, WHEB, OPAN 

 

Chair:  Sarah Rochira, Older People’s Commissioner for Wales and Chair, Ageing Well in Wales 

 

Speakers:   Minister for Health and Social Services Prof. Mark Drakeford AM 

 Maria Iglesia Gomez, Director of Unit for Innovation and Health Consumers, European 

Commissioner 

 Cllr Ellen ap Gwyn, Leader, Ceredigion County Council 

 Sarah Rochira, Older Peopler’s Commissioner for Wales 

 

Outline: 

 

Wales’ Health Minister Prof. Mark Drakeford AM formally launched the Ageing Well in Wales Programme on 

22 October 2014 at the Senedd (Wales’ National Assembly building). This five year programme is a national 

partnership, built of five thematic networks made up of charities, voluntary groups, universities and 

academics, public bodies, health boards, local and national Government working collaboratively to promote 

active and healthy ageing in Wales. The thematic networks are Age Friendly Communities, Dementia 

Supportive Communities, Falls Prevention, Loneliness and Isolation and Opportunities for Employment and 

Skills. Through these networks Ageing Well in Wales is part of the European Innovation Partnership for 

Active and Healthy Ageing and has been recognised as a three star Reference Site. 

 

Sarah Rochira, Older People’s Commissioner for Wales and Chair of Ageing Well in Wales spoke at the event, 

at which a representative from the European Commission also spoke about Ageing Well in Wales and its 

contributions to the European Innovation Partnership for Active and Healthy Ageing. 

 

Conclusions:   

 

Over 120 people attended the event, including five Assembly Members, senior representatives from a 

number of Local Authorities and third sector charities and many network members and older people. 

 

Quote: 

 

Speaking at the launch, Older People’s Commissioner for Wales, Sarah Rochira, said: 

“I was delighted to welcome partners from across Europe to the launch of the Ageing Well in Wales 

Programme and highlight the work planned to improve the wellbeing of older people across Wales.  

Wales (Regions for demographic change) 

Cardiff 

22 October 2014 



 294 

“With the number of older people in Wales set to rise to over one million within the next twenty years and 

reduced public spending, it is essential that more is done to help older people to maintain their own health 

and wellbeing and to challenge the notion that frailty and dependence are an inevitable part of ageing. 

“This is something that will only be achieved with action at both a national and a local level, which is why I 

am proud to Chair the Ageing Well in Wales Programme and bring together such a wide range of partners, 

including the Welsh Government, the NHS and key third sector organisations, to drive and deliver the 

change required so that Wales is a good place to grow older for everyone.” 

 

More information: 

 

www.ageingwellinwales.com 

http://www.ageingwellinwales.com/Libraries/Documents/AWFinalEnglish.pdf 

@AgeingWellCymru 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ageingwellinwales.com/
http://www.ageingwellinwales.com/Libraries/Documents/AWFinalEnglish.pdf

